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Travel and tourrsm 1s Deg business m America 
in 1998 thes industry accounted for more thu. 
$50 pion in the US economy. drrectiy 
sepported more than ~ muihon pops. and 
iNdhrectly supported another 9 2 million jor. 
(Nanonal Trust 1999). in a survey conducted 
by the Travel industry Assoczamon of America 
danng August | 99% the associanon 
descovered that 71% (62.6 mullson) of the 
199 8 mulbon U S adult waveiers mciuded 
visits fo a hestomc safe as Last of thew imps. 


> caprtaizze on the public's mierest m 

for mamy years had an office or agency that 
actively promotes ftourmsm and secks fo aftract 
visitors from out of state. Now. mamy stafes (fo 
name a few. Pennsy!varna. North Carofma. 
South Caroma, Texas. Utah. and Vermont) 
have recognized that vrsiors are aftracted fo 
cultural and histone resources. and many stafes 
hestoncal resources 

















“Traveling to hestome and cultural attractions 
to learn about the past m an enjoyable way” is 
how the National Trust for Historic Preserva- 
of heritage tourism as 2 distinct market niche 
has been mcreasing m the 1990s. To discover 
information about thrs market the Travel 
Industry Association of America completed its 
first nationwide study of the cultural and 
hestoric travel market m August 1997. This 
study was based on a monthly survey of 
20.000 households from ail across the country 
Over an entire year. 240.000 households were 
travelers as a group as having some mferesting 
characteristics. 


e Herttage travelers spend, on average. $615 
per trip compared to $425 for all U.S. 
travelers. 


© Hertage waveicrs day an s~erage of 4 7 
mghts away from home compared © * - 
meghts for all LS wavelers 

e Hertage traveiers are more iskety to make 
shopping a part of *hew mip 45 compared 
to 33% of the US wavei powmen) 

© Hertage waveiers are more lsheiy to dav im a 
hotet. motel. or bed-and-preakfast 56°" 
compared to 42% of the LS wave! pownon) 

e Hertage travelers are twice as lvkely to take 2 
group tour than the average traveter | 7 
verses ¥%). 

e Heritage traveiers are sieghtiv older than 
other US wavelers and are more lrkely to 
have a post-graduate degree 

© June. July. and August are the mes popular 
months for cultural or Artomc travel 


it seems that while heritage travelers are 

Many local communities Rave tapped into thr. 
market mche in the process they have genera 
ted benefits m two mam cafegomes economic 


Hertage tourism offers mamy benefits to local 
communnties that work fo take advantage of 
tourism can help to diversify the local econ- 
omy Developmg a coordmated program of 
marketmg along with the preservation of 
bases for a new or expanded local tournm 
industry 


New busmesses can be created. and businesses 
such as lodging establishments. restaurants. 
and retail stores are likely to have thew sales 
mmprove as a result of a community s efforts to 
capitalize on the hentage tourrsm market. 

Expanding business will create new jobs in the 
local economy that are directly or mdirectly 
efforts. — ona ) 





Another Denefat 1s that visdor. trom outsade the 
local area aswest the COMBAURITY mM ms ComscT- 
vahon and preservanon cfforts through the: 
cconemic comtmbuben to the jocal cconomy 
Thats mcteased tours <xpendiures for 
meals. jodgong. and osfts can be the return on 
nvcsang im fetonc preservahon thal cnapic. 
DrOPerTy owners to restore and mawntam ‘fic 
aestemc fainc of 2 COMMmunety 


increased m@fcrew m and active parhcpahon in 
mMfonc preservahon bv authonmmes and local 
Droperty owners is another benefit (and 2 
necessary clement) to Communities thal work 
(© cTeaie or mmprove on thew herntage tounsm 
sesiness Property owners who restore and 
some property tax savings ander Lourvan.. . 
Historic Preservamon Program. Thrs program 
Sovetasis with the prowriors of the Nanonai 
Historc Preservanon Act of 1966 as amended. 
Lousiana s program secks fo encourage frs- 
fone preservahon and restoranon in addon. 
local preservanon efforts fostered by a com- 
munity 5 heritage tounsm industry wril often 
result m increased property values that benefit 
individual property owners and the 
SOmmunity: 


Social and nonmonetary benefits will also 
accTue to indrviduads and the community 
Heritage tournsm. because of its economic 
comtnbutron to the local economy. can be a key 
clement im encouraging the profection and 
preservation of the culture and hrstonc 
character of an area. Thus. the preservation of 
2 Community + umgue character rs one of the 
Lommunity pnde and mmprove the quality of 
hfe ma communty Heritage tourtsm is also 
oopular with people and local communities 
because it 1s a relatrvely clean and sustamabte 
industry There are no beiching smokestacks. 
dangerous chemicals. or other hazardous 

tage tourmsm the resource ss not consumed or 
used up but used and preserved for the future. 


t~ 


However a successful Acritagr towns pro- 
gram does sot just happen ft rcggares the hard 
work and Cooperanon of many indrwduats and 
the Commumnsty 2 a whote Assocjuaied wah 
upon the jocai mfrasructure improvements in 
roads. water supphes. and publec services ishe 
police. fire. and emergency medical serwces 
ail have to keep pace for the local tours 
industry to thrve Aad afeve ail the ocai 
COmmumty must mect the challenger ‘0 protect 
ment m the face of mcreased use Dy visors 


Heritage Toursm 's set a panacea for hard 
econoemec mcs in afl communimnes However 
given the nght mix of condimoms. fertage 
founsm can be successfully esed as a sastam- 
adie @raiegy (0 omprove rural ccomomec Cond 
prnciples that make for a wccessful and 


e Focusimg on the authenncity and quaiity of 
the expenence is whaf affracts visitors and 
encourages them to make repeat visits. 

e Preserving and protecting resources provides 
the required base upon which to burid 2 

© Then. suaking the sites come alive creates the 
ctype of expenences that affract visitors. 

e Equally mmportant rs finding the mght fir 
between the Ccommunsty or region and 
ther needs should be a positive aspect for 
both the visitor and the Community 
¢ Finally. collaboranon between affected and 
mterested partes and agencies 1S necessary [0 
provide for a successful and sustamabie 
hertage tourtsm industry [f these five 
principles are followed then the twin benefits 
of heritage preservanon and economic 
improvement can be sustamed through 
hentage fournsm. 


Area and Cane River Nanonal Heritage Area 
Commussion in 1994. Congress has provided 


[o 











the peopic of Natchitoches Parns® an oppor 
‘UMTY to wOStannails improve ft eraser 
tjounsm md@usry Ths commnacd ech offic: 
Dans® mufigiecs tO Mrengifien Me oui 
cconome wil commbute to omprow ing ice 
cconemmc health of the parms®. where currently 
aReTplOW MEM = More an ‘occ Ne Tahonai 
averTage. and the sumer of ccsadents curreativ 
inang below the poverty levei s 2 WS in 
wing to Gke fe opportunsty 2 dep closer 10 
Tanagement pian. wih it range of afferna- 
uves. to serve as guxfance for Jossatie wavs 10 
protect and preserve resources winie feipme 
the health and diversity of the area . -conom~ 


Cane River Namonai Hemtage Area is im aorth- 
of Baton Rouge and ™) mules southeast of 
Shreveport (see Regonal Context map) Firs 
setied m 1714 along the Sanks of what was 
then the Red River. Natchitoches is the olde 
permanent European settiement in the 
Nanonal Histone Landmark Drsanct. an area of 
structures. covers 2 37-block area in downtown 


The Cane River came to be after the huge Red 
River log jam upstream of Natchwtochtes was 
released and the Red River graduaily changed 
course. bypassing Natchitoches to the cast. The 
abandoned channei and stream that remained 
was called the Cane River. About 37 mules of 
thes channe! was dammed in the 20" century. 
appearance of the Red River before i changed 
course. Thes dammed portion of the rrver is 
occasionally referred to im this report as the 
upper Cane River. to disungursh it from the 


Tie Pl 


sower Came Bower wich » dowewream of rc 
zm 


The tertage area = prmaniy 2 \aicRetocte. 
Passa. The corr of tes aca Sees ws south 
of the ty and follows the meanders of Came 
Rower along LA 294 and | | about 14 muics © 
2 ovd war ate kwown as Monette . Ferry 
Moot of the rowghty <5 08) acres that Compr 
the Rertage wea s pr aicty owned land and 
wil remam preva: 4 wail percentage © 
owned Dv local. cafe. and federal agencocs 
The approxumate Soundary of the core area = | 
ouie on other ade of the mver Thess aca = 
Dredomunant!y a curai wrculturi ands ape 
amd :s known for its ftone Crevie-—av ic 
“ructures. plantamons. -ommunine. anu 
extended famudes that have nes coaching Sack 
20 vears or more to when the French and 
Seaman cuted the area. 





Among the sites that are open © the puii are 
Came River Creoie Namonai Histomcai Park 
Two umts that include pornons of the Oukiand 
and Magnotia Plantamons | und prnvatety 
owned wes such as the Magnolia, Weirose. 
and Beau Fort Plantomons und the Kare Chopin 
House. Several other siuntanon homes. locat 
churches. and other sites are avasiabie for 
intermittent fours or visits. Also inciuded om the 
heritage area ape (hirer state festome wifes — 2 
reconstruction of the onginai French fort. For 
Se. Jean Bapmste. in Natchitoches. the Seanmsh 
fort and mission site of Los Adues (a ramonai 
tstonc |andmark) vear Roteline and an 
Amencan fort. Fort Jesup (also 2 namonail 
hestone landmark). in Sabine Pansh. Fort 
reconmsirucnon, and mums of the military post. 
sites through cooperanve agreements. 
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Quarters. Wauunoiia Plantanen mt. 
me Rover ole “anonal Histoncal Park 
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The Cane ®: ser Nanomal Hevtage Acca anc 
me Came Rover Namonai Henotage Acca 
Commmssyon were cMaDirs®ed OW Me _ aitec 
Smaees Cagsess on November 1 [9¢_ by 
Pubic Law 105-429; 16 USC 2i@cc) (see 
appendix A). Today. Cane River ss one of 15 
laud Qertage areas Aifougm cach one is 
fsunctiy Qfferent. ew gowwg sumer is 2 
ceflecnon of 2 conmmumng ¢ffort Ov commum- 
aes (© find ways (o protec! and promote fer 
Jentage ources und Oftan afonad cecOgm- 
2on eth 2 Tunmum of federai government 
mvoivemem. For more Cackground on 
‘anon Nentage areas and an updated ist. <r 
appendix C_) 


Before the esatiestment of the Came Rover 
Nanonat Hemtage Area. tere Quad Deen a long 
mstory of community interest in and Commit- 
Ment (o fentage preservanon and cournsm in 
and pode was an important factor Sefind Con- 
conduct a study of the area. The Namonai Park 
Service undertook 2 speciai resource study that 
outined conceptuad aiternamves for the 
Dreservanon and inferpretaion of swamficant 
resources in the Cane River area. When this 
study was Completed in |993_ lewsiamon that 
created the Cane Rover Nanonai Hemtage Area. 
ifs commussion, and Cane Rover Crevie 
Nanonai Histomcaa Park was introduced in 
Congress and approved in | 99d. 


Roie of the Heritage Area 


regarding the roie of the hentage area in the 





region. The hentage area shail 





The |Smember Cane Riwer Nanonai Herta 
Area Commmssion is fie Management sont 
The comMmssion is firected Ov ‘he iewsianen 
(|) prepare the Dertuge area +; Management 
Play in consuitanon with fe “anonai Park 
Service. wate of Lowsssama. the ofy and 
pamsh of Natchwtectes. and the public. (7) 
develop . oeperanve agreements with property 
OWEN, Dreservahon groups. unrversifes. 
(ounsm groups. and offers. amd | >) Consult 
with the Nanonal Park Servece on the 
orepuranon of 4 general management piun for 
the Cane Rover Creoie Namonai Histoncai 
Park. As a government agency. (te Commis- 
won tus authonty fo fire peopie. admmmster 
grant programs. deveiop |own programs. and 
set pmommes, Sut it hus mo Zong or land-use 
powers and no power of emmnent domuin. 


The commission members were appointed bv 
the secretary of the intemor and are. therefore. 
represemtamves of the secretary and the federal 
government. All of the Commmssioners voiun- 
last three years, after whech they can be 
reappointed or replaced. The foilowing |ist 
those members who are deceased. have 
resigned, or who otherwise can no longer 
parncipafe in COMMISSION activities. an 
individual is idennfied who 1s serving as 2 
appoint an official replacement. 


Wayne MecCuilen — recommende+! by the mayor 
of Natcintoches — Proxy: Randy LaCaze 
Saidee W . Newell (co-chair) — recommended by 
the As.onanon for the Preservanon of Histone 
Natchitoches 





Regert 3. DeSlieuxn cour - clommetucu 
7?) De Nactweetes Hear Foumcmmun. no 

& Raemeod icther- ccocecu 
Lummended «JEN a Wurm 
oTgamzanems - Proxy Jason Saag 

Marv Lran Wihkerwe - coommenuru ho 
CUNT: GA (OUST orgamZapuns 

Seay jemes — Coommenueu fe fovemur of 
JUN 

Ciuef Rufus Deets Jr. — cosgnd) 
oummended Ov (te gece ur of “atc twentes 
- Proxy Wil James 

Amanda CRhenwaff - coommendecu ?v Ne 
Comcemed Cinzems of Counerviile 
Terret X Deipim Jr — ccoommended 2v ‘te 
Augusane Histemcai Swwety 

“award Ward Jr. — ecommenued > ‘ne Black 
hentage Committe: 

Marv J. Reiley — resigned) ccommended ov 
one Los Adaes/Rotetine Community - Proxy 
Murtha Sotee 

Shares Gaitagam — ceuommended Pv (ne 
‘Narcmitoenes Hastome Distmet Commssiwn 

C. D. Bragzed — cecommended bv the Cane River 
Waterway Commussen — Proxy Jotn 
vandersypen Jr. 

Emery J. Jones - temtage area landowner and 
resident - Proxy Giora Jones 

Beery Hertzeg — temtage area (landowner and 
resident 


Aan brittam — ccommended bv Museum 
Contents, Inc. 

Kathiees Vo Byrd — cecommended vy the 
oresdent of Northwestern State University 
James L. Durham -— cecommended by the 
Natchitoches Spurtsiman + Assocapen 

Laura Seuiliere. Superntendent. Cane River 
Crevie Nanonmai Histomcai Park — designee for 
the director of the Nanonai Park Service. ex 
office 


Area until its termmaton on or about August 
+. 2005. or at the latest approximutely August 
2010 if the governor and the secretary of the 

intenor grant an extension. 


-” => 
After @e | sme 


“he saomad Berta: oa Mums of (ie Cane 
iver espen wri] conemwe: cothowmg emma 
Que of (ie commssws. oe tuamagement pian 
‘De Uulure Tuagenem of he Wertage ue 
Lommend (0 fe zovermer of Louw anu 
<Uretry of fener Qe cant oF omnes. 
atuing Me Dvtennal for 1 ToRproft -orpen- 
non, (0 assume (te cespomsidilites of he 
commssvon | PL |03—49) 





Diawers: ot te efforts of femitys aneus 1 use 
funds and umpiement proycts. Often these 
won > (eure and ure instrumental in teipin 
‘he COMMESsiOR GCCOMpis® 4 vanety of pro- 


¢ collaboramve and representumve. »o that ail 
the umportant purtners in the area fave a 
vorce af the adie 

e credible. with respected individuals whose 
pnommes are the gouis of the hentage area 

e recogmzed authonty. ether on its own or 
through the endorsement of 2 
governmental enntyv 

* visonury. with 4 comprefensive vision for 
the hemtage area that represents regomai 
goals and interests 

¢ icng4erm commitment 
(source: [Draft] “Your New Nanonai 
Hemtage Area: What Now?” — 
Nanonai Trust for Histome 
Preservanon 1997). 


\ Nonprofit Corperasen 


Due to the limutanons piaced on the commis- 
sion $s authomtes, the flexubvity of a nonprofit 
could be used even pnor to the commussion $ 
termimanon to assist in accomplisiing hentage 
area goals. 











oe ® AUREL W-fOr-oromt -orperanon 
uid Oe Maoisted unger De provrson of Ne 


WH occa Ga sams. OF wp cusang comper- 
on set qunpromt |x amas cowd Tadfhiil ome 
cow The cusenee of ac? un orgumzaneon 
would Detter cure De lems wee partner- 
ep Mak ots prorects. prowramms anu activities 
GNMETTEN 10 Ofeserve cesounees une tet) ite 
Somes of Me Came Rover meen would Rave 


such cme as new owners wrilimg to protect un 
preserve the resource Coujd De located. 


The corporation couid aise De responmDie for 
oversering offer proyect actrvities, suctt us 
suies and pudiicanens programs. It could wise 
usw various partners in Sund-raming for 
Spear proywcts, programs. und activities. such 
as cescunch, interpretive ¢ “Sorts, and. 
puticunons. Such a corpuranon would heip 
ensure a “eud¥ source of funding. 


How This Plan Responds to | egmsiuaon 


(03-449. Tithe [V_ Sec. 405) requires that the 
hentage area management pian inciude. of 2 
following 's a discussion of where these items 
are addressed in ths draft pian. 


e An inventory of important propertes and 
cultural landscapes (s provided in appendix 
B. Addinonal discussion about cultural 
landscapes is aiso found under 
“Relanonsinp to Other Plunmng Efforts” 
and in the “Affected Environment” 
chapter. 


© Current uses and ther effects om hentage 
area goals are discussed in the * Affected 


feumummp 0 Me tate Fore errnr 


cavronment gat fo. rormesas 
Comsequemess Rapier. 


ee interpren+c pianmeg (9 fs Jocumert 
‘iamvery Oro to reflect Me genera. 
‘tanve!y COMES pRa Tufure of (hes Uraft 


Tae Te Tan. Mierpreive pian 
ctements (tat adgiress (he oucurad amt 


mtr Wstory of ie wea we found on fe 
chem on “Purpose and Need for the 
Plum” “Goals and Ofectves.” anc 
“interprenve “leemes. Plan ciemenes tut 
4wurcss enfunhong visitor use ape Pound in 
the «chen on “Goals and Oyectewes,~ 
“Pluamny Aljternamves.” and ~“Purure Plans 
and Studies. ~ 


e Re ommendatens tor coemivanng 
govermments are direc 0 he 
“impienentapen throug? Yuenersinps” 
schon. 


© After the pubic fas tad an oppertunity to 
comment on ‘hes draf? vém 2 final plum 
wll ther “< Geet ped and include am 
implement: .? program specific to the 
selected coum: of actoon, 


RELATIONSHIP TO THE NATIONAL 
PARK SERVICE 


The Cane Rover Nanonai Hemtage Area is not 
4 cutonad park. 2 purt of the sumonal purk 
sstem, or an officaily designated affiliated 
area. [tis a locaily managed area that recerves 
Nagonal Park Service is the federad agemey 
responsible fur preserving natural and cuitural 
resources that are nahonaully sagmficart for 
present and future generamons. Be ussisung 
thes hemtage arca and the voluntary efforts of 
its CINZEMS {> protect its hemtage resources. the 
Nanonai Pack Service ts helping to carry out 
its Mission. 

The U.S. Congress estabiished this area and 


This funding 1s allocated through the NPS 
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| ii 


eget Cut > aaffernzed for est Ov De temtarr 


qongOvermentiad organmzanon wil uke Over 
(he management of (te Dertage arcu und any 
operafonad funding ‘rom (he federat 
government woutd jtkety Ccuse. This makes it 
om purtunt (ut (Ne COMMMEssion dreersify its 
rundieg sources curt lo cmsure 4 wnovth 
Tariton when fe COMmmmoeR Is gone. 


In the jong term, (he fentage arcu COMMssen 
will work cioseiy with Cane Rover Crevie 
Naponai Histomcai Park saatf The leysianen 
<reang these we entities, us noted cn the 
uton above. etadisted 4 Close. interdepen- 
dent retumonsinp between the two. To heip 
ensure that the hentage area “Compiements the 
qubonad Mstomcal park,” plannenyg for these 
two areus was conducted af the same (me. As 
much as possible. proposed actions in this 
hentuge arcu Management pian and the purk + 
general management piun are courdimuted to 
compiement und support both areas. 


Currently. the Nanonad Park Service and the 
together in the following ways: 





In the futa-e. the fertage area and park would 
continue to assist cach other in ways at are 
~imiur to the adeve. In addoon, the bemtage 
area would work woth ite purk to accomplish 


the following 


e Develop a purtnersinp volunteer program. 

e Cooperate ia the develog nent of pubic 
informabon materials. 

© Cooperate im ceseurch efforts. 

e Protect cultural landscapes, including 
those surrounding the park sites. 

e = Emphasize those interpretive themes and 
stones that are net weil represented at the 
purk units. 
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PURPUSE OF AND NEED FOR THE PLAN 


The Cane Rover Napenai Hemtage Aecu 
Commesve is directed Dv its Nast 
iegsianen, Pubic Law |03-+49_ w prepare 4 
Tafagement pian for (Me dertage arcu. The 
need for (ites pian is critical, Decumse .urrentty 
ihe Dertage alca com Mus) 2 OME pt. aM 
ta on pauper To make it Come together on ihe 
ground, 4 piam is OeeKseury lo prove Dutt u 
wimen as weil as practical Meps for its 
umpiementanen. The pian is iso critacad 
Decamse it prowides guidumee duu ow De 
heriage arcu and nateonad perk wail retute Wo 
and Compiement cacf otfer in (he future. 


Omer ttes draft pian is cewewed and fnmaiized. 
(wall prowide the Commissien und (he mun- 
agement entity (ut follows it with Compre- 
hensive guidance for (te munagement of (he 
heritage acu winke remumng generad cnougn 
to prowide Meuiiiety as Conditions cfunge in 
the future. Thies pian wail be an important 
Jocument for net only the Comission, Dut 
aise for ail these entities why seek bo Decumne 
invoived wath the hermtage arcu, suc as 
partners, purtuipaling sites, and potenti 
funding sources. Although the objectave is for 
this plan to be applicable for mamy veurs to 
come, changing cundibens may eventually 
require re-eamnavon and revision of (his 
pian for it to remum useful. 


PLAN DEVELOPMENT 


Planmng for the hertage area 
begun in carmest when the 
commission requested the 
techmecal assistance of the 
Nahonai Park Service for 
planming services in | 996, 
Because the Park Service had 
recently begun the develop- 
ment of a generai manage- 
ment pian for Cane River 
Creoie National Histoncai 
Park, the umung was fortunate 
and allowed for maximum 


UUs Oxtween We we plunmey cfforts. 


The UMNO Dus worked Giusti) wlth (te 
Nubenai Park Servece and De Community to 
deveiop tis Draft Cane River Satori 
Hertuge Area WMunugement Plan 
Envirommentud Assessment. The pian 
process Degum wut a newiew of avuslindi 
informaben apd some orgimad recur advut 
the Came Rover Conmemumsty. its Mstory. amd its 
nesuurces, as well a> omit vinits W Demtiage 
area ites. Eariy Common meetings and 
workstups resudted in a (hougttful rewew of 
the legriabon and discussion sduut (te fundu- 
imetiad purposes of (he Pertuge arcu und wiv ii 
In Mfcaunt to ihe naten, Tes led to tte Com- 
mason >» devctopment of purpuse und snl 
came Muiements und geals und odjeELtIves for 
the future of the bertiage apcu us weil us 
Wdenbhcaben of tie issues and OOstuL ies bo 
acihewuing (heir gouls. 


The Commsserm towk tte curiy work lo the 
pubic in the form of a oewsietier and puiin 
meeiags in Apmd |997) Throwgi this process 
ihe COMmMmuMtY provided suDSuniad Comment 
(hat resudted in a vadiduten of much of (te 
curly work Dut aise resuited in some res ison 


Wierisg ar Asse wy © Sapo Wietiweiisr, NA Mire ibs 
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LANSING OUNNDRRATIUNS UD) PRLALESS 


and refinement. it aise teiped Oring to iignt 
ther wsucs aad Comecrems ot were out fuily 
TLugmzed cuptier 


Wreting «! Asgury | “rep WkTewasr “arc ceiruocnes 





The commasen iter beid a Utree-day work- 
sbup and other meetings to devciup ihe range 
of planmng alternatives (hat sould be pre- 
seemed to (he puddin for comideraven and 
comment. This process resulted un three 
piunming ailematives (hat are analyzed in Us 
Jocument. Foilowing the imiud development 
of ese aiternatves, the Commission issued 
another newsietter aad conducted pubic meei- 
ings in Apri | 98% co present these concepts 
and obftun imal pudisc teedback. The uiter- 
natives received general support, wath very few 
specific comments from the pubic. Most 
Somments were more general and reflected 
ongeimng Concerns Peard in carer meetings. 


Durng tis planning process, the commission 
members have been respunsibdie for commum- 
catng with and representing (he interests und 
-oncems of the groups (hat recommended 
(hem for appointment to the Commmssion. lin 
addibon, commission members and/or NPS 
represemiatives met wath vanous local, state, 
and federal agencres, orgamzatons, and 
individuals why are potential partners or 
fected partes in the impiementaion of this 
pian to Obtain urput about (he ideas and 
concems for (he hertage area. For more 





NfOrMaven sdvuul Puc imvoivernent, refer (Oo 
the “Consultaben aad Courdinaten chapter 


The Rermiage aca COMMISION wap actively 


mveived in adveing (the National Park Serve 


in (fe development of the 


Eavironmentai lmpuct Siatement. 
That preferred aitermatnve. with 
some impor revisions Dascd on 
pubic Comment, Decame (ite 
Navonai Park Service 5 iected 
acvon and final pian. Therefore. 
the pianming for ihe hertage arcu 
hus been prepared to be Consent 
wath decors up the park s 


management pian. 


The pluie (hut is presented here ts the Cudmmne- 
hon of this plunmng process to dute and pre- 
vides an analysis of (he potential environ- 
mena effects of implementing cach of the 
plunmng alternatives. Foilowang pudiic review 
of this document, the commuissiur wail seiect 
its tumad pian trom the alternatives presented. 
The final pian would then need to be reviewed 
and approved by ihe governor of Lousiana and 
then the secretary of (he intemer. Once 
approved, the fai pian wail provede (he lomg- 
range guidaner for the future management of 
the hertiage area. 


FULFILLMENT OF PURPOSE AND 
SIGNIFICANCE Of HERITAGE AREA 


One of the mest unpertant steps in the pian- 
ming process :s the development of purpuse 
and sagmfcance statements. Purpose staie- 
ments reflect the reasons wiry Congress set the 
navenal hertage area aside and heip define 
menagement pnonwes. They are closely ved to 
the legrsiaton. SigmfMcance statements address 
ideas abuut what makes (Me area special and 
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why itis important to our naben s natural and 
cultural hemtoge. 








Spanish, as exemplified by Los Adues 
and Fort St. Jeam Baptiste and later the 
Amencan presenee at Fort Jesup 


© interpret the umque plantaben life trai 
developed in the Cane Rover area wath the 
influence of free and enslaved Blacks and 
Crevies of Freneh, Spamsh, Afican, and 
Amencan Indian descent 


© = attract more toursts and being economme 
benefits to ail by promoung the hertage 
area to 4 local, regronai, and natonai 
audience 


Sigosficunce of the Herttage Area 
address how it differs from other areas in the 


country. These statements are net an inventory 
of sagmficant resources in the area, rather. they 
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Purpese of anu Need for the Plan 


descmbe the importance and disunctiveness of 
the area s resources viewed in regronal, 
—— al 

The Cane Raver Natonal Hemtage Anca is 
“gmficant because 


e [it contams such a lange coneretranen of 
complexes as weil as townitouses. 


e The mayer pemon of the area remains 2 
culturad island that has maintained 1s 
idemtstey, and its cultures continue to 
evolve. 


@ The contemporary lifestyle is the resuil of 
the interaction and Commmagiing oi (he 


@ Descendants of carly settlers soil occupy 
the same land after aimust 300 veurs. 


@ Abthis frontier outpost, conflict led to 
cooperation and a merging of French, 
Spamsh, Aimcan-Amenecan, and Amerean 
Indian traditions and lifestyles. 


@ The hertage area contains sagmircaumt 
hestomeal, cultural, ethnograpine. maiural. 
and. archsiectunal resources (hat show the 
evolunon of Creole agraman culture. 


e Many of the hemtage area's 13th, |9th and 
20th century structures and landscapes 
ustrate the Creole land use patterns and 
arcintectunal styles. 


e Ethnically diverse peopie traditionally 
assouraied with the Cane Raver area ape 
members of living commumibes whose 
cultural systems cuntmdute to and are 
affected by the total eaperrence. 


e Evidence of the evoluben of cotton 
reoducton, processing, technology. and 











labor systems 1s present m the heritage 
area. 


The heritage area illustrates French and 
Spanish Creole culture m Loutsiana 
through its associated land division (such 
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© The heritage area has mtegrity m the 


relationshup between the structures and 
socioeconomic functions (i.¢.. the Natchi- 
toches social and economic center that 
supported the plantation lifestyles — 
owners, workers, working spaces. fields, 
efc.). 


The Red River's presence gave birth to 
and nurtured the development of the region 


and, by changing course. preserved the 
area’ s hustoric character. 


The nvers, lakes, and surrounding hulls 
offer many recreational opportuaities. 
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GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 


The commussion is commutted to supporting 
the heritage area’s legislative mandate and its 
purpose and significance through the 
accomplishment of the followimg zoals and 
objectives. These were developed carly m the 
planaimg process and form the basis of the 
planning alternatives. 


PROTECTION AND MANAGEMENT 
THROUGH PARTNERSHIP 


Critical to both the mutial and long-term 
success of the heritage area will be the ability 


of the management entity — — whether the 


sizes that the heritage area will be managed 
with a mmimum of federal government 
mvolvement. it further states that the heritage 
area “is to be undertaken m partnershup with 
the state of Lousiana, the city of Natchitoches, 
local communities and settlements of the Cane 
programs must fully mvolve the local 
communities and landowners.” 


Early m planning, the commission identified 
would be pursued to heip implement the 
management plan proposals. These entities and 
the type of partnershep assistance they mrght 
provide are discussed m the “Implementation 
through Parmnersheps” section. 


Methods of accomplishing this parmership 


© Contimued representation on the 
commmussion and subsequent management 
entity of 2 cross-section of active members 
of Cane River area communities and 


IS 


organizations who support the goals of the 
heritage area. 


© Active communication by the commussion/ 
management entity of heritage area 
imterests and activities to elected officials, 
the general public, landowners, and local 
busimesses fo promote understanding, 
support, and partnership and to develop 
cooperative solutions to achreve heritage 
area goals. 


© The development of a professional support 
staff that will provide mayor assistance [to 
the commussion im (1) locating funding 
sources such as grants and donations. (2) 


and hesitege aca im 2 variety of publec and 
professional forums, and (5) providing 
ongomg coordination with partners on 


Visitor experience goals are established to help 
that should be taken to ensure that visitors 
would have the opportunity to have specrfic 
experiences while visiting the region. The term 
“visitor” 1 2 broad term relanmg to the public 
at large and meght melude people of local. 
national, and international origm. Because of 
recent advancements im technology. the term 
visitor cam be applied to those who visit the 
heritage area m person or through advanced 
technologies such as the Internet. Although 
each visitor may visit the heritage area m 

help establish the desired range of oppor- 
tunities the visitor might have. 
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PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS 4ND PROCESS 
Visitors to the heritage area and vicmity would 


© have the opportumty to plan thew mp 
based on the abundance of informanon 
avaslable (imciuding the Internet) on the 
heritage area 


® be able to casily locate the heritage area 


and navigate to and through its landscapes 
and sites 


¢ be able to obtam convement quality 
lodging, food services, and shopping im the 
area 


© feel welcome, want to extend them stay. 
to others 


* gam a fundamental und-rstanding and 
appreciation of the area s significance 
through information and programs based 
on the heritage area's themes and stores 


INTERPRETATION AND EDUCATION 


Although the methods and approaches vary 
somewhat by alternative. the commussion 
wants to develop a quality program of infor- 
mation. education, and interpretation (o ail 
objectives “ - 


© First, the commission would work to help 
prepare. orgamize. and distmbute previsit 
and promotional information to the public. 
public of the breadth and depth of oppor- 
cunmies avaiable in the region and would 
be important fo tour groups as weil as 
individuals and famuli.ts to heip in 
planning trips to the area. 


© Second, the commission would work m 
parmersiip to develop a weil-coordinated 
network of mformation and interpretation 
ranging from a directional sign system to 
establish a strong idenury for the hentage 
area im the region and help ensure a quality 

© Third, the commission would work in 
parmersiup to effectively train and use the 
talents of area volunteers and service 


providers to help improve the quality of a 
person's visit to the area. 


Police Jury, and the Waterway Commussion to 
document and protect the significant natural. 
cultural, scenic, and-recreational resources of 
the heritage area. 























Although much attennon has been and will 
continue to focus on the protection of specific 
be the documentation and protection of the 
heritage area’s cultural landscapes and tradi- 
Heritage Area: Cultural Landscape Inventory 
— fe tien de an initial 
sie for peioritizine f — , 
research and protection efforts. Much of this 
inventory ’s findings is discussed in the “Land 
Uses, Landscapes, and Regional Identity” 
sectior . Other sources of information inciude 
oral fis tomes and ethnographic reports that will 


agencies to explore ways to protect cultural 
landscapes and other natural and cultural 
resources, and in some cases improve public 
access to resources, especially the Cane River. 
Although the commission ts prohibited from 
result im conservation easements, leases, fee- 
simple acquisition, or other methods that heip 
ensure protection and enhanced visitor 
opportumities. Protection efforts would always 
involve the landowner and require landowner 
permission. Once the commussion termmates 
and ts replaced by a nonfederal management 
entity, there ts nothing that ‘vould prohibit that 
In addition, the commission would work in 
partnersiup to develop educational programs 
landowners and local primary and secondary 
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The commussion’s goal is to obtain federal 
funding on a2 level comparabie to the funding 
currently being provided by Congress to other 
national heritage areas. Funding objectives 
include the foilowing: 


e Obtain adequate base funding to enable the 
hiring and retention of a professional 
support staff that will be the primary 
implementers of the management pian. 

e Obtam funding that can provide seed 
money to seek out other funding sources, 
such as donations and grants. 

© Enable the heritage area to begin tackling 
cntcally needed proyects to protect 
resources and demonstrate commutment to 
other partners and funding sources. 

e Pursue other potential funding sources 
such as state, regional, and local agencies, 
groups. 

© Maintain and work to increase the amount 
of funding available for the commission’ s 
ongoing grants program. Grants to 
in the categories or research, historic 
preservation. and development. 














Each heritage area site has stories to teil that 
ue into the different chapters of the region's 
hustory. Collectively. these stories tell 2 

compelling story of a delicate and evoiving 


landscape. [t is 2 personal story, a famuly story. 


a. community story, and 2 national story. 
Woven througii these stones are the themes 
thar link the essential related elements of each 
concepts about the area and form the founda- 
aon. f imferprctafive programs and media. 
Themes provide guidance to the various 
these themes and are necessary to ensure that 
visitors gain a2 full understanding and appreci- 
anon for the vast history of the area. the 
culture of the people, and their relanonsiup 
with the landscape. 


developed by the commission, with some 
revisions to reflect public comment. These 
themes would be developed under alternatives 
B and C, which are explained later im this 
document. however, the themes would be 
interpreted in more depth under aiternanve B. 
These themes are not intended to be a compre- 


As the oldest permanent European settlement 
people and commuuarty of Natchitoches repre- 
sent the history of the frontier. Not only was 
the area frontier to the French and Spanish, but 
also later to Americans moving west. The 
frontier had a very different meaning to the 
Choctaw, Caddo, Coushatta, Apalachee, 
Chitimacha Tenica- Biloxi. and Hi 

indians and their story, as weil as that of 
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European and United States settlement, needs 
to be toid. 


CIVIL WAR AND RECONSTRUCTION 


Despite the seeming 'solaton of the peopie in 
to national political or economic issues and 
could not avoid invoivement in the Civil War 
and the subsequent destruction or deny the 
changes that would result from the war. 


CANE RIVER CULTURE 


The Cane River regson has served as a cultural 
crossroads for four disurct groups (American 
Indian, French, Spanish, and Afmcan) as weil 
as other peoples. Their interaction resulted im a 
diverse Creole culture, which is charactenzed 
by strong religious and family bonds, cross- 
cultural lifeways, disunctve architecture, and 
an intimate relationship with the landscape. 


A diversity of cultures have thnved within the 
changing dynamics of the Cane River region’s 
natural environment and acclimated to rhe 
changing course of the Red River. This theme 
would take in the entire area's ecosystem and 
the interrelated natural and human components 
as weil as the forested uplands, diverse land/ 
water patterns and the ways of life they 
support. 


The Cane River region has numerous exceilent 
examples of vernacular architecture influenced 
by French, Spanish, African, and American 
Indian cultures. A large number of historic 
structures have been maintained in or restored 
to their onginai condition. In the present. the 


























cultural integmry of architecture in the region 
occupied by descendants of the peopie that 
onginaily constructed or owned them, 
demonstrating up to 10 generations of cultural 
Cane River. 


LEGENDS AND STORIES 


The umique culture of the Creole people and 
the history of the Cane River area are reflected 
in many legends and stores. 


ISLE BREVELLE COMMUNITY 

Mare Therese Coin-Coin and her family and 
economic history of the [sie Breveile Creoie 
community. 





The prominence of the piantanon culture and 
the sigmficance at first of tobacco and indigo 
and later the cotton economy in the Cane River 
region is reflected in the abundant coilecnon 
and preservation of many preserved histone 
plantanon landscapes, structures and arnfacts, 
as weil as the histomc agncuitural land use of 
the regiom. 





The natural environment of the Cane River 
Region provided, and continues to offer, a 
diversity of recreational and sporting activities, 
which have become charactemsne forms of 
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issues and look at ways that they cam be 
addressed. 


QUALITY OF LIFE 


Although toursm ts and has been an important 
part of the economy, some residents in and 
around the hertage area are concerned that 
increases in toumsm, and the traffic and 
development that often accompamies it wii) 
diminish their quality of life and possibly 
destroy the resources that make the area 
special. 


ACCESS TO RESOURCES 


Most of the property in the Cane River 
corndor is pnvately owned. inciuding the 
banks of the Cane River. This substantiaily 
limits opportunities for the public to be able to 
access the mver for viewing, picnicking, 
boanng, and other recreational or educanonal 


Purposes. 


For peopie unfamiliar with the hemtage area 
the resources are rejatively difficult to find. 
Directional signs are few, and there is a lack of 
advance warming signs when approaciing 2 
sive vegetation along the roadsides, frequentiy 
results in visitors passing an attraction and 
having to find a safe piace to turn around. 


MULTICULTURAL RECOGNITION 
The focus of much of the cultural hentage 


preservation and interpretation im the Cane 
River area has been on the Frenc’: influence. 





CULTURAL LANDSCAPES 


Much of the disunctiveness of the Cane River 
community is expressed by how much of the 


of agncultural fieids stretching along the 
natural levees of the Cane. Little, and Old 
Rivers combine to convey a mch and compiex 
history. Currently. only a pornon of these 
landscapes is included in the hemtage area 
boundary. As the Cane River community 
increases in population and ts influenced by 
landscape will change. Modern agrcuiturai 
methods and machinery have already caused 
the loss of onginal arpent lines — defined by 
pecan rows, hedges, fencelines, levees, ee 
cantly. the cormdor fas begun to lose its 
farmiand and the associated long open views 
of fieids and mverbanks because of the con- 
struction of residential subdivisions aiong the 
mver. An important factor that is encouraging 
farmers to seil or convert thei land to other 
uses 1s the current depression im crop prices, 
which makes agncuiture a marginal enterpmse 
for many. The economic pressures to continue 
the conversion of agncuiturai lands to other 
uses could permanently change the cultural 


The mver was the lifeline of transportanon and 
commerce for much of the hentage area’ s 
history and today ts a cnticai recreational and 











of the area continue to assist in idennfying 
important resources. Even wath ths level of 
attention, there are mumy resources within the 
region that potentially have hustomeal or 
cultural sigmficance but are in danger of being 
lost because they have not been the subyect of 
scholarly effort as vet. 


NATURAL RESOURCE PRESERV ATION 


The nch and compiex natural environment of 
the Cane River area has always had a very 
strong influence on residents and how they use 
and enjoy the landscape. Although much of the 
landscape has been converted to agncuiturai 
uses, there remain onginal water courses, 
batture lands, and areas of omginal swamp. 
bottomiand hardwoods, and upiand pines that 
heip to maintain a diverse wildlife popudanon. 
support quality outdoor recreation oppor- 
tummies, and convey to visitors the natural 
conditions that early residents of this area had 
to adapt to and change in order to survive. 
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Automodile traffic in the oty of Natchitoches: 
iS Substangal, especiaily dumeg rush hours and 
special events. At these umes there are sagmefi- 
cant east-west waffic backups. especiily at the 
approaches to the two ondges crossing Cane 

River. The city is expionng aiternamves 0 case 
widening of the Keyser Avenue bndge. 


The marrow north-south two-lane roadways 
that berder the Cane Rover are generally 
uncrowded and provide a scemec. rural dmving 
expenence that is Companbie with the histone 
setung. Currently. the main conflicts ape 
between automoniies and siower-moving 
agnculturad vehicies and equipment that 

can be exacerbated because of the occasional 
winding nature of the roads. which can umit 
sight lines for passing as weil as the lack of 
puilotfs. Further, road-puving condimons are 
marginal due to sor conditons and poor road 
dase preparation. ind reads Toquently requare 












COORDINATION AND PARTNEPSHIP 


Currently, the hemtage area s resources and 
stones are promoted individuaily vy different 
management entities. There is very ‘umited 
coordinated idenaficanon, interpretation, or 
marketing of the Cane River Nanonai Hemtage 
publics ability to recognize or understand 
what and where the hertage area is, whry it 1s 
sigmficant, and how to pian their visit. 


HERITAGE AREA BOUNDARY 


The legisianion establishing Cane River 
National Hentage Area defined the area as 
including certain individual sites as weil as a 
broad area of about | mile on either side of 














Cane Rover from the southern ooundary © the 
caty of Naschateches to about the Monette 
Ferry area, 45 shown on the Exisung 
>oundary may also exciude areas (hut 

: contmbute to the sagmficance of the cuiturai 
landscapes and stones of the area. cuts through 





the madie of many properties, does not aiign 
with amy mayor pirysicai feanures, and is not 
States that the commmssion may. in the 
deveiopment of the management pian, inciude 
2 final wWeneficanon of areas and sites to be 
inciuded in the bentage area. 


























noms, and pnvate property owners. There are 2 
number of federal, state. and locai research 





been compieted or are underway. These efforts 





reflect the conanuing trend in the Natchitoches 
area to preserve and protect resources as wil 
as tO promote economic growth and deveiop- 
ment. Although this list is vot comprefensive. 
that will or may have an affect on the future of 
the hemtage area. These pians heip idennfy 
potential oppertumies for community 
cooperation and coordinanon. 


The Nationai Park Service has produced a 
number of inventomes and studies in its pian- 
mng efforts for the hemtage area and Cane 
most pertinent to hertage area planning 
inciude the foilowing. 


The National Park Service compieted its 
general management piannming process for 
Cane River Creoie National Histomcai Park in 
spring 2001 with the issuance of the Record of 
Dectswon on the Finad Generali Management 
Plan / Environmentai Impact Statement. The 
herttage area COmmussion was actively 
invoived in advising the National Park Service 
in the development of the management pian. 
The park's pian will provide management 
direcnon for the park for the next 10 to 15 
years. 


The park and other NPS offices will work with 
the hemtage area commmssion and the 


The Nanonai Park Service wall work im 
Hentage Area Commission and other agencies 
to develop a jomt regronad visitor center and 
headquarters in the Natchitoches/Cane Raver 
area outside of the Natcitoches Nabonai 

be important for onenung the pubiic to the 
afea $ resources, especially those of the park, 
The visitor center wail offer a vamety of 
interpretive and educational opportunites by 
which visitors Can gain 4 greater appreciation 
for and understanding about the park s history 
and reiationship to the themes and topics of the 
broader Cane Rover National Hemtage Area. In 
addition, other programs, semunars, and events 
could be developed in partnership wath load 
orgamzanions and insatutions to offer more 
opportummes for the pubuc to learn about and 
of developing a joint curatomai facility, 
possibiy as part of the jount visitor center 
compiex. 

“Cane Rover Creole [sic] Natonai Hemtage 
Area: Cultural Landscape Inventory and 
Assessment” (NPS 19972). The purpose of this 
cultural landscape inventory was to idenufy 
contmbuted to the comprefensive understand- 
ing of the hentage area. The inventory pro- 
development. character-defining features, and 
management. [t aiso identfied the most im- 
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mediate threats to these resources. The infor- 
mation has been used to heip develop piammng 
propesais and wail serve as a guide in future 
land protection efforts. The inventory is oniy a 
first step im evaluating cultural landscapes. [t 
are developed for the next step — cultural 
landscape reports. 


mayor landscape areas in the pamsh that are 
defined based on physiographic and/or histone 
property lines. These areas inciude the upper 
Cane River comdor, the [sie Breveile 

the Red Rover agncuiturai lands, and the Old 
Spamsh Lake lowlands (see the Cuitural 

the Drake Sait Works (outside the pamsi): the 
lowlands, Los Adaes. Fort Jesup; the oid 
radroad towns of Camptu, Flora, and Robeiine. 
Brnarwood, the former home and current nature 
preserve created by Carole Dormon, Meirose 
overlook, and the Red Dirt Wiidlire 
Management Preserve. 


The cuiturai landscape inventory aiso invoived 
a survey of the plantations and rejated 
sigmificant features aiong the Cane River. and 
i3 properties were identified as potentiaily 
faving the most intact cultura landscape 
resources that portray the story of Cane River. 
These sites, which were photographed and 
mapped, are listed in order going south from 
Natchitoches: 


Oaklawn Plantanon ( Acinile Prud homme 
Plantanon) 

Cherokee Plantation (Sompayarac Plantation) 

Beau Fort Plantation ( Narc1sse Prud’ homme 
Plantation) 

St. Charlies Churci> 








“Cultural Landscape Inventory: Cane River 
Crevie Nanonai Histomcai Park, Magnolia 
Plantanen” (NPS 1996a) and “Cultural Land- 
scape Inventory, Cane River Creoie National 
Histomcal Park, Oakland Plantasen” (NPS 
19976). The purpose of these two reports is to 
provide 4 preiimunary understanding of the 
cultural landscapes of the national park units. 
They inciude an overview of cach site’ s history 
and its sigmficance, docurmentavion of the 
current landscape and its condition, and an 
analysis of landscape elements that require 
further analysis and documentation. 


The Magnolia report noted that the landscape 
is sigmficant not oniy for its long and 
influential in the regson, but also in its extant 
structures and landscape features. These 
structures and features record the evoiuton 
and adaptaben of a compiex agnmcuitural 

the late | 8th century through the 20th century. 
of that landscape in regard to the extant his- 
‘ome resources, as weil as the unbroken owner- 
stip by the regronaily influential Prud’ homme 
family since circa | 789. It aiso noted as sigmif- 
icant the adjacent landscape (beyond acquired 
park land), especiaily the agmcuitural and 
grazing fieids, Cane River, the black commun- 
ity cemetery, and a 1920s steed truss bmdge. 


ated with visitor access and park operations. 
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Threats to the Magnolia landscape inciude 
agncuitural practices on 42 pmvately owned part 
of the piantagen, winch could resuit in the 





pussidie destruction of Dustomc landscape 
features, and possible NPS construction asso- 
ated wath visitor access and park operabons. 
The reports aiso noted that current documenta- 
Gon of the landscape is poor. The cuiturai 


reference for the history of Cane Rover area 
studies, cultural landscape reports, and other 
for resource management and interpretation. 


“Draft Histone Resource Study, Voi. 2, 
Oakland Plantabon, Cane Raver Crevie 
Navonai Histomcai Park” (in progress). This 
volume wail be a broad overview that (races 
changes and continurtes in plantation life 
particular emphasis on Oakland Plantanon. As 
with volume one, this study wail be presented 





Rainsianahtip- sn Gahan Penning Rip 


\N 4 GaTanve designed lo serve mumagers, 
Dlunners, interpreters, Suiturad resource 
Speciadiss, and interested pudlics a> 4 
reference for the Mestory of Me naonai 
mstoncai park. It wail aise aeip Wenufy needs 
for spend studies apd make cocommendabons 
(OF PeSOUrce Management and interpretation. 


“4 Bnet Ethnography of Magnoia Plantawon. 
Histoncal Park.” (draft) (NPS 1999a). This 
Jocument is an cthnograpii study of peupic 
with adiional asojubons lo Magnuia 
Plantagen, the votes different ethan groups 
piayed, and their perspectives on the past. The 
study provides a review and analysis of park 
etinegrapiie resources assouwated wath Mag~ 
nota Plantapos and environs and We groups 
whe tadieonaily define such Culturad and 
natural features as sigmfcant to ew ethme 
nary ethnographic work Nas suggested that 
areas such as Si. Andrew's Baptest Church, St. 
Paui s Bapust Church, and communities like 
Derry and Magnolia contain resources Wat are 
sigmficant to Aimcan Amencan groups. 


A sumiar ethnographic study ts underway for 
Oakland Plantabon coutied “Rapid Ethne- 
Oakland | Plantaveon), Cane Raver Creoie 
Nateonai Histomeai Park ( Draft)” (NPS 199%;). 
addibenai interviewing and walking onsite (o 
denny park ethnographic resources for 
Oukland. Former sharecroppers who live in the 
immediate area and in Naicintoches were 
contacted. They were interviewed in their 
homes and parbe:paied onsite. 


“We Know Who We Are”: Am Ethnograpine 
Overwew of the Creoie Community and 
Tradinens of sie Breveile and Cane Rover. 
Service by H. F. Gregory and Joseph Moran. 
This ethnography of Isie Breveile and adjacent 
areas of Cane Rover gives a basic review and 
analysis of accessible arcinval and documen- 
tary data, along wath personai interviews. It 











continued intense family cumnections of this 
community wath Crevie communities in other 
Mates. 


Histome Structure Assessment Reports — The 
NPS Southeasiem Regronai Office prepared a 
senes of histone structure assessinent reports 
in 1997 and 1998 for buildings of the Cane 
River Creole Nasenai Mistomcal Park. The 
structures evaluated inciuded the blacksmith 
shop, store, hospitai/overseer 5 house. and 
Slave quarter tenant houses at the Magnolia 
Plantation unit and the maim house, overseer 5 
house, south quarters, north quarters, and store 
and pust office at the Oakland Plantation unit. 
These reports provide information on the 
stone sagmficance of cach structure and 
contum a descnpvon and inventory of buiiding 
cements and features. The reports provide an 
evaiuabon of each buiding and csumated coms 
for comective work on tie structure. Also. 
sketches, drawings, and photographs of the 

in these reports. 


ey a 
at beth namonal park units by the NPS South- 






A “Coljecnons Management Plan” is 
underway at Cane Rover Creole Naaenai 
Hhstoncal Park. Its compieven ts scheduied for 
summer 2001. This document 1s required and 
wall be one of the pmmary planning documents 
for the park s museum coilection. The pian wail 
identify issues and make recommendations on 
(he management and care of the coilectoms. As 
part of the CMP process, assessments wail be 
made of a park’ s “Scope of Coilecnons State~ 
ment,” imuscum records and documentauon, 





ness. The pian wall provide a framework for 
the many cuilecuion management tasks for 
winch cach park is cesponsibie. Recommenda- 
tons included in a cuilecthons 

pian are used to further develop specific 
projects (o improve overail park museum 
collections management. 


National Histor: Trai Feastiniity Study and 
Environmentai Assessment: El Camno Reai de 
los Tejas, Texas, Lomsana (NPS 1998h). This 
study ts an evaluabon of the feasibility of 
designating EE] Cammeo Reai de los Teyus as a 
tral meets the cntema of the Nasenai Trails 
System Act and is nabonaily sagmficane. It 
defines the “Fi Cammeo Real de los Teyas” as 
being a | OOU~mie-iong cormder from Saibilo 
‘through Monciova and Guerrero in Chauauila, 
Menico, to the vacamiy of Los Adaes in Natchr- 
touches Pansh. The study contams two aiterna-~ 
tives that recommend the designaton of a 

to Los Adaes and Natchitoches. Legssiaten to 
create the E] Carmao Real Navonai Histor 
Trad was introduced in Congress un | 998 but 
did not pass. [tis anticipated that leg:siason 
will be remtroduced in the near future. 
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The National Park Service was directed by 
Congress to undertake a study of the Lower 
Mississippr s Delta’ s cultural, natural, and 
recreational resources. The Heritage Study, 
Volumes I and 2, Lower Mississippi Delta 
Region (NPS 1998d) completed this task. This 
study included concepts that fit with the heritage 
area’ $ purpose. One concept is to tell visitors the 
story of cultural diversity m the delta area. 
Creole. Representatives of these cultural groups 
cam be found m the Cane River National 
Heritage Area. Other concepts mclude those that 
discuss the Civil War and the development of 
agriculture in the deita. Examples of both of 
these concepts can also be found im the heritage 
area. Congress has not taken action on the study. 


U.S. Forest Service 


The Forest Service has recently completed their 
1999 Kisatchie National Forest Land and 
Resource Management Pian / Environmental 
Impact Statement. This pian details future 
Forest. Based on this plan, the Forest Service 
will contmue to provide a sustamable flow of 
forest products that will add to the local 
economy. In addition, the plan emphasizes 
restoration of forest communities to sites they 


highlight the importance of conservation, and 
mstill appreciation of the nation’s history and 
heritage will be featured. Interpretation of 
un\que and histoncal biological communities 
will be a priority. The Forest Service commits to 
federal agencies and organizations and to work 
m partnership to achieve common goals. 


Reiationsiup to Other Planning Efforts 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 


The Red River National Wildlife Refuge was 
established by Public Law 106-300 om October 
13. 2000. The purposes of the refuge as identi- 
fied im the legislation are “to provide for the 
restoration and conservation of native plants and 
animal communities on suitable sites m the Red 
River basin, including restoration of extirpated 
species; to provide habitat for migratory birds: 
and to provide technical assistance to private 
land owners im the restoration of thew lands for 
the benefit of fish and wildlife.” 


This refuge will be located on parcels of land 
bordering the Red River between the Arkansas 
state ime and the lower Cane River. Proposed 
lands south of Natchitoches between the Cane 
River and the Red River, roughly from Oakland 


Plantation south to the Natchitoches/Rapides 
Parish boundary. The legislation authorizes the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to purchase up to 
50,000 acres from willing sellers. 


No parcels of land have been acquired as of May 
2001. Once sufficient property has been 
acquired, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will 
develop a management plan that will mclude 
provisions for the planning and design of trails 
and access ports; planning of wildlife and habr- 
tat restoration. mcluding reforestation, perma- 
to ensure that compatible public uses such as 
hunting, fishung. wildlife photography. and 
environ mental education and mterpretation are a 


The legislation directs that a wildlsfe mterpreta- 
tion and education center be constructed with 
the refuge. Discussions with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service indicate that a refuge head- 
quarters probably would be m Shreveport. with 
the potential for field offices m other locations. 


The Cane River Basin Study: Fish and Wildlife 
Coordination Act Report (USFWS 1986) 
describes a major geographic area of the Cane 
River basi as the Cane River Island area, which 
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the floodpiams from the city of Natchitoches 
south to the Rapides Parish boundary. which are 
between the natural levees of Came River east to 
the Red River lev. 


The report was prepared im cooperation with the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engimeers’ study that 
examuned 2 range of floodplam management 
alternatives for the Cane River basm to meet the 
objectives to reduce agricultural and residential 
flood damage. protect and enhance wooded 
quality on the Cane River and its tributarics, and 
None of the broad range of action alternatives 
exammed by the Corps were selected, primarily 
due to poor benefit-to-cost ratios. The decision 
was to take no action, and the Corps recom- 
mended that no further flood control studies be 
conducted for the Cane River basi. Although 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, m consul- 
tation with the Louisiana Department of Wildlife 
sions, they recommended five future actions in 
them report: 


© The appropriate federal, state, or local 
agency takes the actions necessary to ensure 
facilities ts met. 

© The city of Natchitoches ensures that thew 
sewage treatment plant meets federal and 
state standards reiative to effluent 

¢ Restrictive floodplam zonmg be 
implemented to discourage additional! 
development im the base floodplain. 

e The remammg wooded wetlands be 
preserved by means of acqursition (fee ttle 
and/or easements) or Zoning. 

© The appropriate federal, state, or local 
agency and/or private enterprise or 
individuals take tne imitiative to restore 
waterfow{ habytat by management of winter 
water, m accordance with plans developed 
by the Lousiana Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries. 


U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 


In conjunction with the new Red River Port. the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is planning to 
construct am imterpretive center at Grand Ecore, 
a site north of Natchitoches that overiooks the 
mver and the mew port. Grand Ecore is a large 
site that mecludes mulupie periods of occupation. 
Colonial, and American periods, as well as Civil 
War penod remnants of Confederate earthworks 
and an occupation by Federal troops. 


STATE PLANS 
Fort St. Jean Baptiste State Historic Site 


Fort St. Jeam Bapnste State Historic Site covers 
about [2 acres m Natchitoches, including new 
property on whach the fort plans to a build 2 
visitor center and museum to expand its 
interpretation of the French frontier history of 
the Cane River area. The proxmmuty of the 
planned visitor center to downtown Natchitoches 
offers an opportunity for a partnershup effort 


Los Adaes State Historic Site 


At Los Adaes State Historic Site the state has 
conducted extensive archeological work and has 
a plethora of data that wil! form the basis for an 
of mterpretive exhrbuts, trarls, and particrpatory 
archeological opportunities is currently bemg 
developed. 


Leuisiana State Viuseum 


The Loussiana State Museum at Natchitoches (in 
the old courthouse) plans to develop exhrbus 
related to the Louisiana Purchase and the hrstory 
of northern Lowisiana. Eventually, a new muse- 
um will be constructed at a different location in 
the Natchitoches area. Funding for the new 
building 1s not yet available. 
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Louisiana Department of 
Cuiture. Recreation. and Tourism 


The Louisiana Department of Culture, Recrea- 
non, and Tourism, Office of Cultural Develop- 
ment, Division of Historic Preservation, has 
Historic Preservation Plan (1996). This pian 
provides a logical framework to guide the broad 
range of preservation activities and serves as 2 
blueprint for goals and obyectives of the 

This pian also provides a context for Louisiana 
history and defines the roles of the federal 
government, state, parish, and the private sector 
im preserving the state’s heritage. 


Goals and objectives that are applicable to the 
heritage area include: (1) survey and create an 


inventory of ail properties m the state that may 


developed historic and prefustoric contexts: (3) 
protect and preserve the broad range of 
archeologically , histoncally or architecturally 
significant properties; (4) educate architects, 
citizens im general m the practices and principles 
of historic preservation, and (5) enhance the 
economuc basis of historic preservation. 


document further defines research and preserva- 
tion goals that would be applicable to the hen- 

tage area. These goals m general cam be charac- 
tenzed as providing criteria for the development 
of local research and preservation programs. 
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Reanonsmp ‘0 Other Planrung Efforts 
The Louisiana Creole Heritage Center 


The Louisiana Creole Hentage Center was 2 
concept of the St. Augusume Historical Society, 
and it found a home at Northwestern State 
Unnversity m Natchitoches. The center’s 
advisory board is appomted by the unrversity 
president, has members from throughout the 
state, and 1s responsibie for locanng funding for 
the center. Located m Keyser Hall, the center is 
open to the public om 2 part-time basis. The 
center interprets Creole culture and Creole 
communities of Louisiana. The center has plans 
to expand and extend visiting hours. 


CITY AND PARISH PLANS 


The Natchiteches City/ 
Parish Master Pian 2020 


The 1996 Natchitoches City/Parish Master Plan 
2020 (N&A hac.), am wpdate of the 1983 master 
plan, was authorized in response to “recent 
growth in the Natchitoches area and the 
proyection of significant additional growth.” The 
plan area includes the city of Natchitoches and 
the immediate parisit area of Ward |. Although 
it does not include a srgnificant portion of the 
heritage area, it speaks to plans and prionties 
that could impact visitors to the heritage area. 


The 2020 plan confirms that “the existence of 
major transportation problems is the single 
greatest threat to the contmued growth and 
development of Natchitoches. Nowhere is this 
more evident than the difficulty faced by com- 
muters daily m trying to get from one part of the 
city to another.” The city acknowledges that “the 
improvement of the transportafon system within 
and around the city of Natchitoches must con- 
tue to be the principal objective of the city 
planning.” To address these concerns, the plan 
recommends the development of 2 major street 
plan that would analyze vehicular transportation 
requirements and traffic control devices and lo- 
cations. Based on this analysis, a comprehensive 
traffic pian would be prepared that addresses 
existing streets as well as recommended new 
streets. Also, a long-range plan would be 
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developed to guide the umpiementanon of 
infrastructure and controi recommendations 


adopted by the city. 


In addition, the pian endorses 2 number of 
Avenue, constructing 2 new three-lane bridge to 
connect Keyser Avenue and Pine Street. con- 
structing 2 new bridge between Highland Park 
and Williams Avenue, constructing the east 
bypass that would complete the city bypass loop 
(the west bypass consisting of the LA 6 and LA 
| bypasses), and completing a feasibility study 
for an industmal cormdor between the LA | 
bypass and 1-49 via Water Weill Road. The 
Louisiana Department of Transportation would 
play 2 major role in the planning and 
implementation. 


The 2020 pian recommends the continued devei- 
opment of the local economy. with emphasis on 
developing 2 comprehensive annexation pian 
covering Ward | and other areas contiguous [to 
the city. Related to this effort are proposals for 
the city aid pamsh to develop a single board for 
economic development (industral/commercial): 
work together to idennfy enterprise zones. par- 
acularly im regards to the Gateway and Special 
Corndor Distnct between 49 and the city via 
LA 6; and prepare 2 piam to improve and in- 
crease sewage treatment and municipal water 
sources. 


the Recreation Subcor wittee for the 2020 plan 
confirmed and expanded recreation goals to 
include developing a recreation pian that would 
continue to build Natchitoches as a tourist 
attraction. Some of the specific projects related 
to the Cane River area include providing boat 
walking (rails and campsites in wooded and 
dining along the bank of the Cane River. 
Addinonai goals include finding methods to 
conserve and use the area’s natural landscapes 
and waterways for recreational open space; 





to improve public access to the Cane River in 
the most intensely developed areas of the city. 


The 2020 piam noted that “the growth m the 
tourism industry has become a mayor contributor 
to the overall growth im the local economy.” 
Many projects recommended in the 19938 pian 
are bemg accomplished. Pnorty proyects for the 
near future include developing 2 convention 
center in downtown Natchitoches, attracting 2 
mayor hotei to locate in the central business 


There is an effort underway by the city to obtain 
a grant from the Louisiana Trails Program to 
develop and link a senes of trasls im the city and 
parish, including a stone landmark distnct 
trail, a mver walk, a trail linking state sites such 
as the Old Courthouse and Fort St. Jeam 
Baptiste. and a Cane River Trace loop that 
would follow Route | 19 out of Natchitoches 
National Forest just north of Magnolia 
Plantation, and return to Natchitoches via Route 
117 and Louisiana State Highway 6 (LA 6). 


Natchitoches National Historic Landmark 
District Comprehensive Plan 


hensive Plan (City of Natchitoches 1996) con- 
taims 2 number of strategies for protecting the 
hustone character of the Natchitoches National 
distnct (see City of Natchitoches map). Design 
in place. These guidelines help provide 
appropnate maintenance and rehabilitation 
practices and recommend generai design 

new construction. The comprehensive pian 
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proposed two redevelopment strategies — the 
restoration of the histone Nakatosh Hotei. and 
opening 2 convention center that could imciude a 
extending retail store operating hours, mew retail 
to place the National Park Service visitor center 
addresses land use issues such as the mverfront, 
corndors and gateways to the area, increased 
norse and traffic, parking, and access. [It also 
provides an implementation matmx with 

entity. 


Natchitoches F vents Center and Hotei 


The city of Natchitoches 1s proceeding with 
plans to develop an events center m the hustomc 
landmark district between 2nd and 3rd Streets. 
This center will be avaslabie for conferences and 
conventions, ¢=nces, and special ceremontes. [t 
will accommodate seating for |.000 persons. 
The events center compiex is currently being 
designed by a New Orleans architectural firm. 


in association with the events center plans, the 
city has purchased the oid Ford Motor Company 
property on histone Front Street. The obyective 
will be to locate a buyer that wll comstruct a 
full-service hotel om that site. 


Kate Chopin House/Ba~ou Foik Viuseum 


In celebration of the 100th anniversary of the 
publising of Kate Chopin's “The Awakening, ” 
the Assoc:anon for the Preservation of Histomc 
Natchitoches has recently completed mayor 
improvements to the structure. The work. 
completed with the assistance of a grant from 
Commussion, included the installation of 2 
climate controi system, the removal of mildew 


Relanonsmup io Other Planning Efforts 





wir.7g and plumbing, the instailamon of bnck 
pavers over the concrete floor, and the openmg 
of an indoor bathroom for visitor use. 


African-American Heritage Viuseum and 
Cuiturai Center and Transpertatien Hub 


The Black Herntage Commuttee, the Bem D. 
Johnson Foundation, the city, and the Cane 
working to rehabilitate the Texas and Pacific 
Railway Depot. Upon completion of the muin- 
phase proyect, the depot will serve as an Afmcan 
American Hentage Museum & Cultural Center 
and 2 hub for tounst transportation in the 
community. As 2 transportation hub, the depot 
will be the primary location im town for tourists 
arming individually or on coach buses to take 
local transportation. Troileys, horse-drawn 
carmages, and a senes of biking and pedestnan 
trails will link the depot to heritage area sites. 
The heritage area commission ts taking the lead 
im pursuing funding for this endeavor. The city is 
expanding the histone distmct to include the 
histoncal park staff is providing some technical 
assistance. 


The Service League Heuse 
| Prud homme Rouquier) 


The Cane River Nanonal Hermtage Area 
Commussion has developed 2 cooperative 
agreement (to provide restoration grant money to 
assist im mayor structural work needed for this 
is also the secipient of 2 Save Amesica’s 
Treasures grant admunistered through the Cane 
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restoration work needed for the Badin-Roque 
house. The society has piams to eventuaily locate 
a nanonal Museum of Creole History and 
Culture at the Badin-Roque house. 





The Yucca and Afmea Houses at Meirose 
Plantation were recipients of a Save Amenca’s 
Treasures grant. Meirose Plantation is owned by 
the Associanon for the Preservanon of Histonc 
Natchitoches and the grant is bemg admumstered 
Commission. 
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descmbed in this secnon have been developed 
by the Cruse River Nanonal Hemtage Area 


Park Service. They respond to the issues 
discussed in the “Planning Issues” secon and 
are reflective of the desired goais, odjectves, 
meetings and workshops, preservation 


This chapter is divided into discussions about 
three alternatives — alternative A ts the status 
quo alternamve. !t presents a future scenamo 
where little changes from the current condi- 
nons in the hemtage area. This is used as a 
buseline for companng and evaluating the 
relamve benefits of the acuen alternatives — 
alternatives B and C. The action alternatives 
outine diffenng approaches toward managing 
the hemtage area, with alternative B 
emphasizing preservation and alternative C 
empnasizing the enhancement of visitor 
Opportunites. 


The discussion of th. .!ternatves is followed 
by a summary compurscr chart of the alter~ 


nutives and of the impacts of impiemenung the 


alte manves. This is folk wed by a section om 
“imprementanon through Parmersiup” wath 
recommendations for the roies that different 
agencies and orgumzations could piay in 
hentage area protecuion and eniancement. 
Finaily, a number of studies and pias are 
idenofied that would be likely to be needed to 


fully umpiement this management pian. 


The general gross costs listed in each of the 
alternatives are very rough esamates of the 
costs are oniy for the purposes of companng 
the alternatives and should not be used for 
budgetary purposes. In general, the costs were 


for the federal fiscal year of 2001. These costs 
inciude allowances for general condijons and 
design contingencies. After a final pian is 
selected, more detailed and accurate costs 
would need to be developed when the hemtage 
area Commussion is Closer (oO unpiemenung 








ALTERNATIVE A —STATUS QUO 


This alternafive assumes the conumuation of 
current trends and is provided as 4 busedine for 
mental effects of the other alternatives. Funding 
for tie hemtage area would continue to be mm- 
mai, and only lumited staffing could be hired to 
assist the volunteer efforts of the commnssion. 
Preservation, interpretation, and promewon of 
herttage area resources would continue to be left 
pnmaniy to separate imiatives by federal, state. 
and Ocal governments, businesses, nonprofit 


VISITOR SERVICES 
Visiter Informageno and Facies 


River Creoie Namonal Histomcal Park’ s General 
Management Plan inciudes, as an approved 
action, the development of a joint visitor facility 
that would inciude the partc:pation of the 
hentage area, no funding would become avail- 
able for its development. The tourst commission 
in downtown Natchitoches would continue to be 
the primary source of visitor information about 
drochures and other media for visitors, including 
previsit matenais such as maps, literature. and 
videotapes, information about the hentage area 
would be included. The hemtage area commis- 
sion aiso would distribute a brochure about the 
state hastome sites, and other sites. A few other 
general guides to the area would provide some 


The hentage area commission would develop 4 
limeted number of directionai and informational 
signs for the hentage area, aiong with an official 
hentage area logo. The logo would serve as a 
quickly recogmzabie image that would identfty 
hertage area resources and events on signs, 


banners, and pudiicanons. With limited funding 
and coordinabon, (he commission would not be 
able to ensure Comprefensive or comsisient 
distnbugon and use of signs and the logo. 


The state would contanue to deveiop state 

hustome sites according to thew individual master 
plans, including 2 new visitor center at Fort St. 
uve tras and media at Los Adaes State Histome 
region $ history and other hemtage sites. The two 
piantagon units at Cane Raver Creoie Nabonai 
about the hemtage area, but the prmary focus 
would be on park resources and themes. 


The Kusatcine National Forest would continue to 
offer informavon about the area s recreational 
opportumbes, emphasizing those availabie on 
U.S. Forest Service land. The sanenal forest 
aiso would continue to interpret natural 
resources through various programs and sites, 
inciuding Brnarwood, the site dedicated to 
naturalist Caroline Dormon. 


The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’ s hatchery 
and aquanum in Natcimtoches would continue to 
make the aquanum available to the pubic and 
sponsor programs encouraging the wise use of 
water resources. There sui] would be little or 10 


Interprenve Plan 


Unue to promote seif-guided waiking and 
dnving tours for the cxty of Natchitoches and the 
Cane River region. There would be no compre- 
hertage area, but school groups could visit 
various sites and museums, 4s at present. New 
visitor opportunities such as wayside exhibits, 
spe ai tours, and more public access along the 
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nver would be [:rmted and would depend on ihe 
imbanve and individual achons of orgamzauons 


and governmental cntives. 

Each herttage area site would Communue (o offer 
oppertumies to leam about (iat particular site. 
Services would be dependent on current leveis 
of funding and staffing. Interpreuve media imght 
inciude signs, brochures, cabbduts, and seif- 
guiding and guided tours. Littie interpretabon 
would be availabdie about how tbe different 
hentage sifes relate to one apother or how Wey 
fit wathin the broader sigmificance of the reyron 
as a whoie. 


The community would continue to use the upper 
Cane Rover for a vanety of water-Dased 

remuun limited, as would recreaponal 
opportumimbes along the mver>anks, Decause of 
the predominance of pnvate landownersiip. 


Imuatives to develop and promote recreational 
opportumbes and facies would Continue to de 
pursued by ooty and parsh government in 
response (to funding oppurtumbGes and deeds 
idenafied by the community. Some of Uese 
improvements might occur in We bertage arcu 
and add to the types of activites available there. 


RESOURCE PRESERY ATION 
Tectmcad and timuncnui Assistance 


Hentage area sates would Continue to seek funds 
and techincal assistance for (ew preservabon 
needs. Courdinamon, Jirecion, and/or technical 
assistance would De avaiadie from ihe Comims- 
sion based on its pmomty list. Fimamcral ad or 
other meentves would De avaiadie from the 
commussion on 4 linmted Dasis. There would de 
lnttie to ne overadl Cuerdinabon of hese activ: 
oes, although severai of (he organ: zauons might 
Jom logether (Oo accoMmpiisa Compuabdie gouis. 


Adlernuitve A - Sigius Que 


The Nanonai Center for Preservanen Technei-~ 
ogy and Trumng would conunue te offer limited 
asisance Cased on the pnombes of er napon- 
wide program. Tes cemier is an interdiscipiinary 
effort by the Namenai Park Service to advance 
(Ne pracuee of Misione preservation in the heids 





preserve and manage We property (o Dest meet 
their odyectaves. 


Cultural Landscape Preservanun 


Many landowners in the Demtage area would 
continue agnculiturai practices Mat would heip 
maintain (te curad agmcuitural landscape. The 
owners and managers of Distore sites would 
continue (o document and manage (te imemed~ 
ate Culturad landscape of them sites a> thei 
funding and staffing uilowed. However. ome 
landowners would be likely to CUnvert (he use of 
them land to bagher density development, as is 
crrrendly occuring primaniy in the nerthern uit 
of the Dertage areca, whch would be imcompat- 
ible wath Ube preservation of Cultural landscapes. 
The bertage area Commoasion would capend 
some of its lammeted proyent funds to beip docu- 
ment and protect some cultural landscape 
features of the hertage arcu. 


Natural Resuurce Prececoen 


The Cane Rover Waterway Commmasion would 
<ontinue to work foward regudauing activities on 
rederai resource management agenoes would 
<ontinue Current efforts to provide teciime ai 
JsiMance ON tadurad resources Management. 


Schoiarty efforts to document the Mstory aad 
cultures of the Cane Rover area would Continue 








A commercial shuttie (trolley) service for those 
most hkely conanue to be availadie in 

<ontnue to arrange for bus tours to visit varrous 
bicycle route exusts un the hemtage area, and 
oicyclists as weil as pedestmans must share (he 
roadways with buses, Cars, ucks, and farm 
Squipment. 





The primary route to access the hemtage area, 
(RVs), would continue to be LA Highway | (LA 
|). Alternate routes via the rural mover roads 
provide access to bemtage area sites and toilow 
the Cane Raver. These could be a popular opuon 
for cars. however, grven the narrowness of these 
roads, they are net recommended for buses, 
RVs, and other large veiicies (see Proposed 
Access and Circuiamen Routes map). Ajso, the 
lumted number of directional signs makes it 
difficult for visitors to find their way on these 
roads. 








The extent of the hemtage area boundary within 
the mver cormdor would remain as defined in the 


about | mie on esther sade cf the Cane River 
south of Natcintocites to about the Monette s 
Ferry anca. Thas 1s about 45,000 acres. The 
speaficaily idenofied individual sites in the 
legsianon wouid aiso remain as part of (the 
hentage area. Sites in the Natchitoches Nabonai 
Histone Landmark Distinct could be inciuded in 
the hentage area through cooperative 
agreements. 


SITE ADDITIONS TO 
THE HERITAGE AREA 


Sites that want tu be considered for future inciu- 
won in the hentaye anea, either through coopera~ 
uve agreement (:) located in the Natchitoches 
Nabenai Histone Landmark Distinct), or through 
new legysiaton,* would need to meet the first 
following cmtenon au at least one of the last 
three criterta: 


e The property is or would be made open to the 
public for a mmaunum of |2 days a year. 

e The property ts listed or would be eiigybie for 
lisung ce the Naponai Regrster of Histone 
Places. 

e The property cepresents one or more of the 
hentage area interpretive hemes. 

e The property has an impurtant ethnographic 
assojabon wath one of the hentage area 
suiturai groups. 


* Note that tederai legrsiaton would be required 
2 inciude amy new sites to ihe Dentage area nce 
the hemtage area pian has been finalized. (This 
does not appiy to sites in the histone |andmark 
distnet. ) 


The execuave director would Continue to repre- 
sené the Commssien in a vanety of forums, 
Service, oversee the budget, develop sources of 
funding, and oversee pianning and development 
proyects. 











The U.S. Congress has appropmated an imiai 
amouni of one~ume funding for the hemtage 
area Commission to begin managing We ben- 
tage area. These funds wail pay for the first 
Maff person to assist the Commission, office 
space and basic suppiies. and program funds to 
assist in (he development of informatenai bro- 
hentage area siructures. These funds are 

an opportumty to expiore other funding 
sources. In additen, the Commission received 
Park Service for fiscal year (FY) 2000. Annual 
(cychic) base funding has been requested in the 
tederai budget and is pending approwai. 

































$100,000 
ial hen $200,000 | 

| (one-tanme: frame) 
Federal cssistance (ome-ame 327-300] 





As expiasned in the introduction tw this section, 
the costs listed in each of the alternatives are 
only for the purposes of companng the 
alternatives and should nut be used for 
dudgetary purpurcs. 


BEST COPY AVAILABLE 




















ALTERNATIVE B — PRESERVATION EMPHASIS 


CONCEPT 


The emphasis of thss alternative ts on develop- 
img and sustammmng a community partnership 
whose primary commutment 1s the long-term 
stewardshep of heritage area resources. Thes 
partnership commutment would ensure that the 
Hertage Area as 2 national treasure today 
would be to protect and preserve heritage areca 
resources primarily through two avenues: (1) 
developing and masntamuing 2 well-organized 
and funded partnershep m research. comserva- 
term imtegrity of heritage resources. including 
traditions. landscapes. and structures. and (2) 
by providing quality educational and mterpre- 
trve services for the local commun:ty as well 
as the visiting public 


VISTTOR SERVICES 
Previsat Information 


A comprehensive infurmation program would 
be developed among heritage area partners to 
ensure that visitors would have access to 
would be heipful m planning a visit 


© The herttage area commnsssion would work 
with the tourrst commussson fo ensure that the 
existing brochures on the Natchstoches/ Cane 
River region were updated to mclude 
.vormation about the heritage area. 


e General formation on the herttage aca and 
its Opportumitics would be distributed through 
the Internet. information centers af airports 
and mghways. and via the mar! through 
mformational matiers prepared m coopera 
von with the tours? Commussion 


e A heritage area brochure would be developed 
and made available at heritage area sites and 
visitor facilities as well as af tourtst centers 
throughout the state. Ths brochure would 
provide a comprehensive overview of the 
area’ s segnificam c, sites, and visitor 
opportunities. 


e Information packages would be developed 
for different school grades to assist teachers 
Packages and proyects would also be 
developed for Elderhoste! participants. 


© The heritage area would serve as a 
clearmghouse to coordmate and standardize 
the Interature about hrsftor properties m the 
heritage area to ensure that the mformation 
provided would be accurate and consistent. 


Information within the Heritage Area 


A system of information would be developed 
to help vrsstors locate and sdentrfy hertage 


e 4 coordmated directional and informational 
sign program would be developed. Signs 
would be placed at key locations to welcome 
visstors and derect them to sates and factimes. 
Segns would also be coded to mdicate how 
individual sites ft mto tours. 


e The commuession would develop an official 
logo or symbol for the hermage area. The 
logo would provide a qusckly recogmizable 
image om signs. banners. and pubbcatrons 
that would guide vistors m dentfymng 


hertage arca resources and cvents. 


e The commerssion would hetp coordmate sate 
brochures m order to prowide a consistent 


message about the heritage arca 
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Interpretive Plan 


Vanous methods would be used to help 

and scenes that make up the heritage area and 
to convey the area’s méerpretive themes and 
stones. 


© Different tours would be offered usimg a 
vanety of methods and formats. such as 
general tours with different umeframes 
(two hours, four hours, ctc_), theme- or 
subyect-specific tours, such as “the frontier 
experience,” “plantation lifeways.~ “the 
Red River Campaign of the Ciwil War”. 
and tours using different transportation 
modes, such as walking, becycle. car. boat. 
and bus tours: 


e The feasibilay of packaging separate tours 
for ~chuster™ areas withen the hertage arca 
would be explored. Thess could help lessen 
the mmpact of vrsstation on local areas and 
enhance the mterpretive cxpernence by not 
trying to “do « all.” For example. an 
mierpretive tour could potentially be 
developed for the Badm-Rogue House Si 
Auguste Cathotx Church. and Metrose 
Plantanon. and another cowld be dewetoped 
and Magnolia Plantation Another tour 
could mctude Ozkland Plantation. Beau 
Fort Plantation. and Sc. Charies Church. 


e The tours commession + videotape would 
be expamded and updated to om tude the 
heritage aca 


e Semunars on hertage arca hestory and arts 
would be sponsored for chridren. teachers. 
students and adult. 


e = interpretive cxhvdets and programs could 
be devesoped m Cooperahios wah the 
Loursiang Purchase Museum 


© The vissior comer m Natchtoches would 
offer m-depth umerpretapon of feruage 
area themes through 4 vanety of meds and 
programs (see ~“Wrsstor Factimes.~ below) 
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Alternanve B - Preservanon Emphasis 


e A system of pulloffs and mterpretive 
waysides would be developed. primarily 
along Cane River. to provide safe and 
relaximg opportumsties sor visitors to see 
the scenery and learn about the area’ s 
hestory between major stops. 

e The commussion would work with federal 
and state land management agencies to 
méterpret the region's natural environment. 
especially the complex Red River Valley 
ecosystem and the sagneficant mflwence 
has had on the cultural development of the 
Cane River region. 


Visitor b aciities 


Ths alternative assumes that funding would be 
avaslable and that Came River Creole National 
Hrstormcal Park would proceed m developmg a 
pout regronal vrsator center and headquarters in 
the Natchstoches / Came River regron. owtsade 
Area Commession would have a presence m 
that factsty and would participate m ms 
planmeng and development. The factity could 
also be shased by other entutcs. mchuding the 
US. Forest Service ( Kasatciee Namonal 
Forest). the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(Red Rewer Wildisfe Refuge |. the state of 
Lowrssama ( state Restomc whey. stale muscu). 
the Chamber of Commmerce. and the Tourn 

C Om 20 


L ader thes attermative the COMmEssson would 
emphasize the regeomal vrsutor center and 
Readguarte Ts as a Magor regpoemal tac wht. chat 
not omy would grve visators a thorough 
onentamon to the reguon. but zis would offer 
mdepeh wmterpretive and cde ations: 
programemmng and ¢xfster. 


Thes facolty would grve vrsators a thorough 
overmew of the wea s heritage. @s recsoupces. 
the omgoung efforts to protect and preseryc 
those »csowrces. places to vesst. and epComung 
event: and actrewies \ rsators would have 
access to basa services amd a varnet) of mtcr- 


oe 











stranons. A visit to a facilsty like thes would 
likely take from 15 to 60 munutes. Thes center 
would require enough room for the followmg 
spaces and services: 


© an area for omenting visitors to the herntage 
area 

© an area equipped for mterpretive 
demonstrations 

© an assembly and staging area for tours 

© a place for wewmg audiovisual materials 

© housing and securty for temporary exhebuts 

© factlmes to provide for visitor needs. such as 
restrooms, telephones. water fountams. and 
first aad stanon 

© office space for hertage area and park staff 
and possably others 


Secondary visitor onentation sites would be 
secessary duc to the suze of the herage area 
and the different places vusstors would enter 
the area. These outlying facthnes would heip 
ensure that most visitors would have some 
access to hertage arca mformation. ideaily. 
these facrhmes would be af cxstng hertage 
area sates — Fort Jesup would give visators 
and omentanon to the hertage arca \ sfors 
approactung from the south cowhd obtam her- 
Nanonai Histomcai Park a the Magnotss 
PMamtanon une 








\ odemteer Nerves 


For the most effectrve ase of votuntecrs. the 
partnersiep woukd work together (© devetop 2 
-oordsmated votumecer program The program 
would arrve to mcrease the sumer of votun- 
teers. pool vodumtcer resources. and organez. 
the assagnment of votumecers to where Rey 
were most seeded (specual cwents. festrvais. 
om The state Restorx sates and agnonai 
~wstoncal part umes would be Lev particmpants 


the development and avaslabulity of recrea- 
rural and hsstorical character of the heritage 
public access along and onto the mver. inclu- 
Scemsc byway designation, becycie trails or 
routes, and other types of tasls would also be 
supported. 


RESOURCE PRESERVATION 
Techical and Fimancal Assastance 


The hertage area would provide preservation 
asssstamce (techmescal mformation. financial or 
m-kind support. ck _) to those properties that 
are lasted on the National Regrster of Histor 
Places as funding and staff are avaslabie. All 
assetamce would mect the preservation stand- 
ards set by the secretary of the micrnor. in thes 
regard. the process of nomsmnating prope.ties in 
the hertage area to the national reguster would 
be encouraged In addition. those properties 
already on the natonal reguster would be 
reexamuned to determune of them cultural 
amdscape documentanon es adequate Ths 
process would be undertaken m consultation 
with the Lowrszama hestore preservation office 


The common. m developing pnommes for 
Dreservanon assmtance. would take mio con 
vaderapon the wifes of he vanows Commun: 
ues withen the hertage area Certam selected 
areas m the hertage aca (Isic Beeveile anc 
Chounervilie | would De cvatuatied aung criena 
for nafonal Restorx lamaimart drsancts. anc of 
they were found watadie. aamonai Nestor 
araimart. Sevegnanon souk! be ought 


 atara | sedwcape P-mte Dee 


@ addrpor (© landscape protechoe methods 
fscussed im the “Goads and OBpectives 
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section, the commussion would work to protect 
agricultural land uses by developing 2 
farmiand protection or open space program to 
keep as much land as possible available for 
agricultural purposes. A priority would be to 
work with local and state agencies and land 
trust organizations to find creative approaches 
for protecting cultural landscapes, including 
agricultural land uses. 


Natural Resource Protection 


An active liaison would be mamtamed with the 
many natural resource agencies and organrza- 
nons that have imferest im or responsibility for 
protecting natural resources m the heritage 
area. The purpose of such 2 liassom would be to 
mammtam awareness of natural resource issues 
with the heritage area, obtaim assistafee in 
imterpreting the natural environment, and find 
ways to help others m resource preservation 
and enhancement. 


Research Needs 


The basis of amy preservation effort is 2 com- 
plete understanding of the resources to be 
preserved. Key to thes understanding 1s the 
underfymg research that is needed to fully 
appreciate and accurately present the re- 
sources. Thes ss true whether the resource 1s the 
remus of prefustore peoples or the cultural 
twadimons and worldview of a lrwing group. 
research 1s subyect to error and to musrepre- 
sentanor of the hertage of the Came River 
area. 


The level and depth of research alreardy 
avasladte for resources withum the area s 
vaned Some resources have fad comsaderahie 
a@ennon (e.g. Creobe archstectare) whale other 
resources have barely Seca mevesiigated at ail 
\¢g. aBeology of the area). 


Research toprc< "ft seed mmumediafe wienmon 
and would be pmammtes for the hertage wea 
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on the tobacco and indigo agricultural 
industmes along Cane River; research om the 


American Indians who settled along the Cane 
River; studies of the mterrelationship between 
the town (Natchitoches) and the agricultural 
owners and workers along Came River and its 
and folk economies of the area. Other research 


To protect cultural traditions and lifeways, 
research proyects and educational programs 
would be pursued in cooperation with partners. 
Also, the heritage area staff would esther pub- 
licize or help sponsor those cultural festivals 
that substantially support the goals of the hen- 
tage area. The heritage area staff would 
develop guidelines that groups would be re- 
quired to follow to recerve heritage area 
support. 





TRANSPORTATION, 
CIRCULATION, AND LINKS 


Under thes alternative. the goal of the heritage 
area COmmussion would be to masntasn 2 rural 
atmosphere that retams the 2 qualities that 
make the area 2 national heritage area. To do 
thes. dufferent ransportauoe modes and ways 
of mkang hertage area sates world be pursued. 
25 would improving (ransportare © and parking 
comdimons. The followmg achous would be 
pursued: 


e The feassbelaty of developung anmatcr 
Gesegnating ciiemseve Oecycie rowsies or Tasis 
would be explored for he follow mg areas. 
Magnoha Plantanos to Clounerviille. Typo 
Plantcamos Road so Latie River. Clowtervulle 
on LA 493 w Red River then on Levee Road 
to Typo Plantamon Read. Clowmerwille t2 LA 
19 amd throwgh Kosatcitve Namonal Forest to 
Bayou Derboune to Derry and back t© 











Cloutierville or om LA 493 to Montrose; LA 
| from Derry to Natchitoches; and Montrose 
to Bayou Breveile then foilowmg Bayou 
Brevelle to Beau Fort Plantation. 


e The heritage area parmership would deveiop 
visitation periods to heip make visits more 
pleasant for visitors and to reduce impacts on 
residents and resources. 


e Implementing this alternative would 
necessitate improving local roads in the 
heritage area. To this end, the heritage area 
commussion would encourage am active road 
improvement program (1.¢.. fill potholes, 
repair asphalt. and improve road shoulders). 
However, road widening or other actions that 
would change the histone rural character of 
the roads would not be pursued. 


e The heritage area commussion would work 
other partners to develop 2 shuttle service 
landmark district. and heritage area sifes (see 
Proposed Shuttie Concept map). Refer to the 
“Environmental Consequences” chapter and 
appendix D for am analysis of the proposed 
shuttle bus operation. 


e Visators would be advised that the pmmary 
route to access the hertage area. especially 
for buses and recreanonal vehecies (RVs). 
would be LA |. The rural rowte that connects 
Rover would commnue to be recommended is 
an alternative scemec route. Thes route would 
not be recommended for buses. RVs, and 
other large vehecies gven the narrowness of 
these roads (see carher Proposed Access und 
Curculamen Routes map). k would be a 
pleasant opmor for visitors m smmadler 
vetecies who have more Ome to spend m the 
area. in addon. a vanety of approacites 
would be developed © educate Gmvers adout 
roadway comdemoes and Wazards 


e To help market the hemtage area as a scenic 
rural driving experience, an imvestigation 
would be made into the feasibility of 
designaning a route through the heritage area 
as an official scenic byway. 


would be a place for slow-moving cars to 
pull off to allow faster traffic t> pass, which 
would help alleviate pressure to widen and 
change the character of the tradinonaily 
narrow rural roadways. Pulloffs would also 
make the heritage area more accessible to 
visitors by serving as additional sites where 
visitors cowid be onented to the area. see the 
also would be a possible place to imstail 
pecmic tables and allow public access to the 
river. 


THE HERITAGE AREA BOUNDARY 


‘Ss Wennfied as approximate. to be revised as 


mver comMdor as part of alternamve B (see the 
Alternative B map that shows the proposed 
doundary adjustment) The proposed revision 
would sudstannaily eniarge the herntage area 
from the current asea of about 45,000 acres 
about | 16,000 acres - an merease of about 
71.000 acres. Some advantages of expanding 
the hertage area Ooundary are as foilows. 
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e The revision wouid align the boundary with 
fied on the ground. The features include the 
Red River levee to the east, Interstate 49 
south of Water Weil Road to the west, and 
the parnsh line to the south. This would 
resolve the current problem of the arbitrary 
“1 mile on either side of the mver” designa- 
non, which 1s difficult to see on the ground 
and cuts through the middle of many 
properues. 


e The expansion wouid heip protect more of 
the significant cultural landscapes of the 
Cane River area idennfied in the “Cultural 
Landscape Inventory and Assessment.” 


e By being included mm the heritage area. 
landowners would have better access to 
resource preservation. Landowners would not 
be subyect to new regulations. All 
Parucipation in heritage area preservation 
actions would be voluntary. 


Sates im the Natchstoches Nanonail Histone 
Landmark Distnct could be included m the 
heritage area through cooperative agreements. 


SITE ADDITIONS TO 
THE HERITAGE ARFA 


Sates that want to be considered for future 
inclusion im the heritage area. ether through 
cooperamve agreement (if located m the 
Dystnct) or through sew legsiamon.* would 
need to meet the first cntenon and af least one 
of the lust tree cmiena 


e The property ss or would be made open t the 
pubic for 2 munemum of | 2 days a year. 

e The property would be listed or cingbie for 
stg on the Namonai Regyster of Histore 
Places. 


e The property represents one or more of the 
heritage area mferprenve themes. 





* Note that federal legisianon would be 
required to include amy new s:fes to the 
heritage area once the herntage area pian has 
been finalized. (This does not apply to sites n 
the hustonc landmark distnct ) 


Under alternanve B, the commussion would 
mes (these are not shown im any particular 
order): 


e Hire staff. 

e Develop a hentage area brochure. 

e Develop a heritage area web site. 

e Develop and install direcnonai and 
informational signs in and around the 
herttage area. 

e Develop roadside puiloffs and wayside 

bib 


e Develop a research and preservation pnonty 
last. 

@ Inmate a scenic and cultural casement 
program tc protect cultural landscapes. 

e Develop partnerships with state and local 

© Assist in me planning and development of 
e Develop more recreational opportunities. 
with an emphasis on cultural sites. 


STAFFING AND COST ESTIMATES 


Maffiag 


The foilowing proposed staffing would prowwe 
the Commmesszon with the necessary support fo 
ensure that the proposais witfun thes aifernafive 


-owid De pursued and implemented. 


eexccutive director 
© wIMIMINTAI Ve ass) sCant 


él 

















| ® MaNageMent assistant management assistant would be responsibie for 
© program manager — grants ee | 

© program manager — educanon/ preservation sooperaiive agreements would supervise 
® interns (two) interns and volunteers. 


The executive director would (1) report 

: directly to the commussion, (2) represent the Costs 

COMMISSION im 2 variety of public capacities, ae 7 | 7 7 
(3) provide the key leadership im implementing As explained im the introduction to this section. 


the hentage area management pian. and (+) the costs listed im each of the alternatives are 
supervise other hertage area staff. The only for the purposes of comparing the 
program management team wouid form the alternatives and should not be used for 

core of the financial and technical assistance dudgetary purposes. 


program and would consist of two individuals 
who would have skills in grant wnang and 


TABLE 2: FUNDENG, ALTERNATIVE B 






$463,065 





| _Shuttie System $1.237.000-1.350.00" 
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BEST COP: AVAILABLE 




















ALTERNATIVE C — ENHANCED VISITOR OPPORTUNITIES 


The emphasis of "his alternative is on estab- 
lishing an extensive partnersiup dedicated to 
developing a weil-coordinated hentage toumsm 
program for the region. The partnership would 
sinve toward two pmmary goals: (|) preserving 
heritage area resources, and (2) providing sup- 
port for and effecnvely marketing 2 full range 
of hemtage tournsm opportunities, support 
services, and facilimes that would interest 2 
wide range of visitors. The obyectnves would 
be to extend the visitor stay wn the Natchi- 

that the quaiites that make the region 2 
nanonai resource would be preserved and 
protected for future generations. 


e A herfage area brochure would be developed 
and made avaslabile at hertage area sites and 
visitor faciiames, as weil as af tournst centers 


throughout the state. 


© Arocies, advertisements, and programs to 
promote the area would be developed for 2 
vanety of media. including televiszon. radi. 
newspapers. Magazines. parks and tounsm 
pubhcanons. and the internet. 


e informanon packages would be developed 
‘Rat would De Customized fo the age and 
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interest groups) and activities (such as 
hentage preservation conferences). 

e The hentage area could offer discounts and 
special programs to school groups and 


possibly to others to encourage thew 
visitapon. 


Information within the Heritage Area 


Within the hentage area, a system of 
informanon would be developed to heip 


visitors locate and idennfy hertage sites. 


e With the assistance of state and federal 
mghway offices, signs would be placed at 
key locanons on area highways to help 
visitors locate hemtage area sates and 
Faciues. 


© Signs would be coordinated with area 
agencies and organizations to prevent 
duplicanon or clutter. 


e A radio broad o<t message would be 
developed for tournsts enfenng or traveling 
through the area to help them locate and learn 
about the area s$ affractons. 


e The commussion would develop an official 
loge or symboi for the bemtage area. The 
logo would provide a quickly recogmizabie 
image Lit sagns, banners, and publications to 
guide visitors in denofying bemtage area 
resources and events. An addimonal system 
of color coding or symbois af sates would 
help vesitors know whach hertage area theme 
oF story was represented there. 


Incerprenve Plan 


A vanet) of methods would be used to brip 
ve pators eupoy and learn about the cuumy sates 
and scenes (hat make up the bemtage area. 














e A short, inclusive, and accurate video 
program — possibiy with an imteracuve 
component - would be available af the visitor 
center in Natchitoches. It would provide a 
basic visual and audio introduction to the 
sagmts, sounds, and opportumtes availadie in 
the hentage area. 


e Hentage area sites would provide in-depth 
interpretagon using 2 Combination of 
guide services. 


e Different tours would be offered through a 
vanety of methods and formats, such as 
general tours with different ameframes (two 
hours, four hours, etc.), theme- or subyect- 
specific tours, such as “the frontier 
expenence,” “plantanon lifeways,” “the Red 
River Campaiga of the Civil War”, and tours 
using different transportation modes, such as 
walking, bicycle. car, boat, and bus tours. 
Self-guided tours using audiotapes cvuid be 
used for individuais and groups. 


e A system of puiloffs and interpretive 
waysides would be developed. pnmaniy 
along Cane River, to prowide safe and 
relaxing opportunities for visitors to see the 
scenery and learn about the area s hrstory. 


e Sales items would be developed that would 
help visitors take home remunders of the: 
visit, such as T-shurts, posters, and books. 
This would be another avenue for usimg the 
heritage area logo. 


aiso be shared by other enmmes, unciuding the 
Forest), the US. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(Red Rover Wildhfe Refuge). the state of 
the Chamber of Commerce, and the Tourst 
: — 


Under thus alternative the vis'tor cenéer / 
headquarters would be pnmamniy » facility for 
provide enough information to sumuiate visitor 
emphasis would be to get visitors out and 
expionng. Audiovisual and other media would 
be concise and designed to heip visitors 
become onented *o the area and pian their 
visits. Interpretve dispiays and programs 
would be munimai. This center would coor- 
museums and visitor centers to be compie- 
mentary rather than competitive. The average 
ume of a visit to a facility like this would be 
approximately [0 to 20 munutes. 


The mun visitor center would have the 


* onentanmon space for the distmbunon of 
hentage matenail and a staging area for tours 
® visitor amenities such as restrooms, 
telephone s, water fountains, and a first aid 
stanon 

® 4 program room with audiovisual capacity 

e space for the hertage area executive director 
and staff 

eof the center was located im a new building, 
then size, scale, and archatecture would be 


Due to the saze of the hentage area and the 
would heip ensure that most vistors would 
have some access to hentage area informanon. 
The interstate 49 exats at LA Route 6 (Natche- 
toches exit) and at LA Route | at Derry (the 
Clownerville exit) would be the proposed sites 
for outlying visator contact facsimes. The 




















Route © facoiaty would heip visitors comung 
from the west or north to obtain information 
about the hentage area and the aftracbons 
available in the area, and a faciity at Derry 
wouid capture waf oc comung from the south. 


To heip ensure high quality hospitality to 
peopie who visit the area, the partnership 
would deveicp a program to train frontiine 
service providers, such as restaurant workers, 
gas stapon attendants, and lodging workers. 
The taming would heip them to understand 
the area’ hastory and the opportunities 
available to visitors and would enadie them to 
could be done by video, and successful com- 
plenon could be recogmized by ceruficauon. 


A vanety of naturai-resource-Dased 
recreational achvimes would be encouraged to 
offer visitors a broader range of opportumities 
than in alternamves A and B. These actnvines 
would wciude hsking, fishing, fish: ng 
tournaments, canoeing, scuiling, camping, 
prcmcking, and hunting. The development of 
camping facies would be encouraged 
outside of the hemtage area along LA 6. and 
the expansion of camping facies in 
Kusatcive National Forest would be 
encouraged. More pudiic access to and along 
Cane River would also be pursued. 








Techan ai and Financial Assistance 


The hentage area would become the cieanng- 
house / catalyst / coordmmator for groups 
needing techmecai/financiai assistance or 
pubiacity to preserve cultural resources. This 
technical assistance Could take the form of 
advice, fund-raising, or achive sponsorship, 
based on the need and the resources of the 
COMMssion. 


Cultural Landscape Protection 





Based on culturai landscape research, a pmomty 
list of those cultural landscapes most in need 
of preservanon assistance would be developed 
on the basis of the sigmificance and threats to 
the resource. The commssion would then 
work in partnership with land trust orgamiza- 
nons and local agencies to find ways to protect 
Some of these ways might include Comserva- 
bon easements, partcuiariy for lands along 


Cane Rover, the use of tax incentves to 


To ensure preservanon while encouraging the 
use of nafural resources for recreamonal 
activites, a baseline inventory of ail natural 
resources (geviogscal, Dotamecal, Drological. 
etc.) would be undertaken. Programs for 
landowners would demonstrate “Dest 
practices for mverbank protection as weil as 
for other sensitive areas. 


Research Needs 


esearch proyects would be one aspect of the 
commlssion $ efforts to support and Coordinate 
proyects withun the bentage area. The comumes- 
son s finanqal or techmeal involvement with 





research would be baianced with many other 
proyect efforts. Research projects that are 
cnacai to furthenng the documentaton of the 
cultural tradinons and lifestyies, such as oral 
hestomes, would take pmomty. as would 
research necessary to guide cmiical future steps 
in sate or landscape preservation. Other 
research needs could inciude ethnographic 
research of the diverse ways of life associateu 
with sharecroppers, merchants, and other 
occupanonal classes and ethmic/ciass groups. 


Preserving Cultural Traditeas 


Documentanon and conservation of lifeways 
and tradimons would be supported. To docu- 
ment the cultural values of the hentage area, un 
orad hastory program wouid be encouraged to 
record Cane River lifeways and traditions and 
archeologscal resources. Also Ute hentage 


TRANSPORTATION, 
CIRCULATION, AND LINAS 


Under this alternative, the goai of the hentage 
area COmmmssion would be to mumntain a rural 
area. 


e The commission, in Cooperation with 
appropmate partners, would expiore the 
‘eassbilaty of developing and/or designating 
mcycie routes along exusumg roadways. 


e The bentage urea partnersiup would deveiop 
Mrategies wo manage wraffic and parking 
durag ies") .. special events, and heavy 
vesatamon penods to help make visits more 
pleasant for visitors and to reduce impacts on 
resadents and resources. 


¢ [mpiementing this alternative would 
necessitabe improving local roads in the 
bertage area. To thes end. the hemtage area 
Comumssior would encourage an active road 
improvement program (..¢.. fill potneies. 
repaar asphalt. and improve road shoulders | 


Also, the commussion would pursue 
improvement of the roads that connect LA | 
with the mver reads (specifically LA | 19 at 
Natchez, LA 494 at Cypress, and LA 493 at 
Montrose) by widening them enough to 
ailow two buses to pass safely. 


e As in alternanve B, the hemtage area 
the private sector and other partners to 
develop a shuttle service that would provide 
visitor faciaty. the hsstonc landmark distinct, 
and hentage area sites (see carer Proposed 
Shuttie Concept map). Refer to appendix D 
for an analysis of the proposed shuttie bus 
operation. 


e Visitors would be advised that the prumary 
route to access the hemtage area, especiaily 
for buses and recreahonal vehicles (RVs), 
would be LA |. The rural route that connects. 
Rover would contamue to be recommended as 
an alterna ve sceme route. This route would 
not be recommended for buses, RVs, and 
other large vebicies, geven the narrowness of 
these roads (see curtrer Proposed Access and 
Circulanon Routes map). It would be a 
pleasant optien for visitors in smailer 
veticies with more ome to spend in the area. 


e To heip market the hemtage area as a scemic 
rural dnving cApenence. an invesogation 
would be made into the feasibility of 
designanng a route through the hentage area 
as an officxal scemsc Dy way. 


e Puiloffs and accompanying wayside exiubdits 
would be developed in the hemtage area, 
puilotfs would help accomplish several 
obyectnves. They would serve as places for 
slow-moving cars to puil off and allow faster 
traffic to pass. whach would heip alleviate the 
pressure to wider the tradimonaily narrow 
rural roadways. Pudlotfs would also make the 
hentage area more accessible to visitors Dy 
providing addzmonal sites where visitors 
could become omented to the area, see the 








resources. and lear about thew Mmstory. They 
aiso wouid be a pussidie piace Lo install 
meme abies amu uilow public access Oe 
nver. 








cornmdor would remain he area Wat is adout | 
mie on esther sade of the Came Raver south of 
Nacciatoches to approaumateiy the Monette 5 
Ferry area. Thus ts about 45,000 acres. The 
legriageon would aiso coma 4s part of he 
Nabenai Histone Landmark Drstnct could be 
included through Cooperative agreements. 


Sites that want to be comsdered for future 
inclusion in the Rentage area, exther through 
cvoperuive agreement (if located in the 
Distnet), or through new legsianon,* would 
need to meet the first cmteron and at least one 
of the last three cntena. 


e The property is or would be open to the 
public for a mununum of |2 days a year. 


e The property would be listed or cingndie for 
hsung on the Nabonal Register of Histone 
Places. 


e The property would represent one of more of 


e The property would have an important 
ethnographic wsomaton with one of the 


hentage area culturad groups. 


* Note that federal legssiamon would be 
required to inciude amy new sites wo the 
hentage area once (he Nemtage area pian Mus 
deen fimaiized. This does aut apply to sit 
within the bsstone landmark distinct ) 


67 


Miermusive © - Eafunceu Visuor Jppyrnmées 


Unger aitermaa ve C. ite Commmsseon woukd 
Dnonies (hese art out howe in any parucuiar 
order): 


o Hare suit 

° Deveiop 4 marketing pian (and suppuroag 
matenais — Orocfure, Wed site. cade, ct. 

® Deveiop and impiement 4 .ign pian. 

° improve the primary access roads (Rat 
connect LA | wath the over roads. 

e Develop partnersiups with state and locai 

° imtate 4 Sem cusement program to protect 
cultucad landscapes. 

e Make the pout visitor Center a reality. 

e Develop more recreabonal opportunities, 
with an emphasis on Mver access. 

e Get more adiractons open wo the public. 


STAFFING AND COST ESTIMATES 
“afTing 


(he Commisson with the necessary suppert to 
sould De pursued and iumpiemented. 


ecnecutive director 

© alimnminirati ve assistant 

© TEM ME si 

* program manager — grants 

* program manager — marketumy 
© interns (Iwo) 


The caccumve director would (|) report 
directly vo the Commmssion, (2) represent the 
COMmmson In 4 Varety of pubic Capacities. 
3) provide the key leadersinp in umpliemening 
(he Dentuge area management pian, und (+) 
supervise other bertage area staff. The 
crogram management team would form ine 
core of the fiaancad ussestance apd bertage 
area promevoee program and would Comsist of 
two individuals white would have skills 











pomaciy in gram wnung and markeung. The 
Management assistant would De responsidie for 
Sooperamve agreements and would supervise 
interns and volunteers. 


Costs 


As capiamed in We introducton to this sechon, 
ihe costs listed in cach of the aitermaves are 
oniy for the purposes of companng the 
aiternauves and should net be used for 
Oudgetary purpuses. 









































ENVIRONMENTALLY ALTERNATIVE 


The environmentally preferred aitermaiive is ihe potentvai for ts aitermaive to fuifhil the 
the aitermagve that will promute the natonal crema very weil (high, 2 pomts) or 
environmental policy a5 capressed 1 We moderately weil (medium, | puomt), or poorly 
Naneonai Environmental Policy Act | section (low. 0 pomnts). 

101 (b}). Ordinaniy, tis means the ailernatave 

that “causes the least damage to the Dwiogscai Based on the naona! environmental policy 
and physical environment, it aiso meuns Lhe goals stated above, the environmentaily 
alternanve which best protects, preserves, and preferred alternative is uiternatve B. 
enhances Instone, cultural, and naturai Alternanve B wouid best meet be full range of 
resources” (Forty Most Asked Questions national goais. By eniarging the boundary sou 
Concermng Councd on Environmentui emphasizing resource preservabon, tis 
Quality s Natonai Environmental Policy Act aiternauve would heip protect 4 larger 
Reguianons, (CEQ |1981)). Alternauve B is the percentage of the Cane Rover regson s store 
environmentally preferred alternative in this and cultural hemtage over the long term. 


draft pian. The ratungs used in table + reflect 


TASLE 4: ENVIRONMENTALLY PRE//RRRED ALTERNATIVE (NAL YSIS 





Fulfill the respensidilites of cach zeneravon as ustee of the M | H M 
_emvironment for succeeding generations i | | a 





Assure for ail Amencans saic. Deaithtui, productive. and 7 4 Mi 
_ aesthetically and Cuituraily pleasing surrounuings aa | \ 

_ Attaun the widest range vi Deneficial uses of the environment 

— without degradation, tisk Wo health or safety. of viher undesirabdic M 4 M 
_and unintended Consequences 

| Preserve umportant Mstonc. Cultural, 2nd natural aspects of our 
nabonal hertage and maintain, wherever pussbiec. an 
envirvament which suppurts diversity and vanety of indi dual 
Powe 

Achieve a Daianee between pupuiauen and resource use thai will 
permat hgh standards of living and a wade sharmy of life » L i Hf 
umemiues 


Enfance the quality of rence wabdie csources and approach the " om fF mM 
maaimum sitanadie re. yciiny of Jepictabdie resources 

Total Powts (He? M=i. L=0) > | 
Source of Crtema: Section 10! of the Nabenal Environmeniai Policy Act 
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Cathet: anc Bapust churches. cverbans 
“apnsmai wie Tul) own amc nodrse 
commnetcal comers sack as Clounervilie Asso 
crecreanonal factimaes aach 2s wike om 
cacetracks. anc basetal! Seid: Srough! piantanon 
anghbonng places Some piaccss of agmficamce 
‘© peapie are physically gome vet thew iocabons 
[CIMain oNpertamt to Sem and cugM Se efered 
(© Trequemtiv as place markers Sor cxampie 
James AME Church was removed in the ™c- 
970s out ss frequentiv referenced as a place 
Tafker 4iso. plamtanon-rciaied activites ‘hat 
occured offsae lent agmeficance to those areas. 
For cxamupie. the Kusasctee Hills were a place of 
fuer and forage where cowhands would take 
caitie when Cane River fieids flooded. The mils 
were af important source of frewood after 
tamtabon wood lots Secame depicted. and ‘he 
tails prowwded sassafras leaves thal were used for 
flavonng food. NPS |999q, 











Caerrent Land Lses and Threats 


Today. agmcufture domunates the Cane River 
cormdor. with most of the roughly 45.000 acres 
in the Nertage area Deng privately owned and 
‘armed. However unirke the nanmvy<housand- 
acre plantamon operanoms of the | 900s. a rvprcai 
farm m Natchstoches Pamsh averages Detween 
300 and 400 acres. Masor agnculturai land uses 
‘nciude pasture and Nay land. pecan orchards. 
and row crops such as com. soybeans. gram 


sorghum. and cotton. | Recent depressed pices 
lave wanstannaily educed the amount of cotton 


bemg grown im the cormdor ) The trend 1s that 
the average aze of farms is creasing while the 
overall number of farms is decreasing. 


Changing Practices and Negiect. As 
mennoned above moder agncuitural pracnices 
and equipment are cesuitimg in the loss of the 
smailer narrower Seids that reflect the French 
arpent svstem. Athough mary of the large 
plantanon houses Nave been preserved. qumer- 
ous tenant farmhouses and other piantanon- 
related “ructures that once dotted the corndor 
have been removed or allowed io decay in 

many cases the tenant houses have been repiaced 
ov motile homes. Most of the motile homes in 











wmch allows for 2 Droad ange of development. 
The pamsh planning Commmussion comsiders 
development proposais on 2 case-v—case asis 
(© determunc ff the eguew 's easonapie anc 
adheres to jot «ze and |(0-»ear Toodpiain 
resanchons [hrs zonmy does not require 
development sethacks from the water 5 edge ori 
greenway Suffer (0 orotect the waterfront 


New Develogment. Ocvciopment oressure. n 
‘he -ormdor fave Seen low unni cetafiveiy 
recently. thus cnabiung the agncufturai ‘radinons 
to conmmuc However changing economic 
condinens are feipmg contmbute to the sale of 
agncuitural (ands for tousing subdivisions This 
'S perhaps the most sufstannai threat ‘0 the 
iMfegnty of the (admonai agncuiturai (and uses 
and cuiturai landscapes of the comdor 

along the scemic upper Cane River and Route 
494 Large tracts of (radimonaily crop. pasture. 
and orchard lands are bemg broken up into () 5- 
to 2-acre residenmai lors for ather mote or 
standard homes. The long open views of agn- 
cultural land and the banks of tae Cane River are 
deginming [to be lost bv ths conversion. 


494 are near Natchotoches and inciude Vienna 
Bend and Pout Place. both burit around | 970. 
Between | 994 and the present. seven new 
wuddivisions were approved for deveiopment 
south of Naschitoches along or near the Cane 
River These supdivisions are for conventional 
and modvie homes and are in varous stages of 
(11S joes), Startight Pomte (26 lots). Bermuda 
Estates (23 lots), Metrose Bend (3! ots). and 














Southwood Esusecs uns #1 5! lots). ana 42 19 
ot. aug unm #° pending approwa: 5 ots 
NPS 19975 Juanma Fowtes, “atchnoches 
Pansh Planmng Office. pews comm. Fetrug * 
a) 


Ths end as Mportas ompucapons ‘or ic 
‘waure of the cultural amd@scape micgrty of ie 


Came Bower comdor Adthough 4 s unreaimtic 
expect 20 Changes m the commdor there ge 
many achoas that couid Se (amen (0 cnsure that 
new deveicpment occurs m ways thal ge mor 
companbie wah the character of the gea Ths 
would require 4 Commafted Cocpcranve cffort ow 
the Nertage aea Comm won. .ocai ZOveTMMe»nt. 
landowners. deveioper. and others (0 make 


Destmct there. If is sow a mayor locus of moteis. 
‘ast-food estabiishments. and gas aanons The 
pansivoty master pian cails for conducnng 4 
recreanon facity feassimiity study (0 assess 

aren + and lemnied 
access to Sibley Lake wm thes area. Currently. the 

eine — 
in 1995 the coty annexed a large tract of land 
the south for future deveiopment as an industmai 
cormndor that would stretch from the LA | 
Bypass south to the interstate interchange a 
Waer Weil Road. 4a industrai park 1s under 
construction on the LA | Bypass. jometly funded 
bv the cory and stare. [f successful. ts industmai 
cormdor compiex couid create substannai 
demand for more housing in the area. 


Public Access to the River. Bec.use more ‘han 
95% of the nverbanks are privately owned - 2 
carryover from the French arpent system that 
ensured each landowner had access to the over - 


us 
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Jemiec acco © (ae Teer s cumerety ert 
Camemtty We Twer s cam accoustic gong ie 
Jetnc agiertrost om (ie Torn adm. 
@sanct The or a= glam © Cleese eo bom 
“amps mm the Gowmowr grea Howes: fr Carr 
Sower Wacrway Commsson el te Tuidine 
mother camp ocar For S can Bapesre Once 
veers icawe (ie omy of Natchtoctes and follow 
te over wowth. Mere we co pubic ates efter 
vistors. can recteaic gong ‘fe Tanks and ont 
[wo wits whetTe Dog! amp ae prowwied jome 
or@inances ~de landowner achoms  cgardinrg 
the nwer The Came Rover Wauerwav 
CoMmMsOn Tas Dassed an ondimamce (0 preveut 
swiding out over ‘he water and emg fers 
dso an ondimance was passed that lemats mer (0 
24 feet, Ome ongomeg concem of \andowner: + 
crowon of (thew Tverhanks 


ISLE BREVELLE COMMUNITY 
The Legacy of Coin-Cain 


Woten the Came Rover comdor south of SNatcm- 
toches os the area known as isie Breveile. a piace 


co mech of the (ne Rover commor landscape. 
isie Breveile «ss made up of large open agnmcui- 
ural feids with scaffered piantamon Jomes. 
churches. schoots. (enant fouses. coffon ons. 
and plantanon ores. However um@ue —uiturai 
Tradinons have given a different jook and feet oO 
many of the feagures of the [sie Breveile 


community: 


Ths Creole Commumty was estatirsftted in the 
late | 7OOs by the freed slave Mame Thereze 
Com-Com and her descendents. After 4) years 
of cohafanng with the French merchant Claude 
Thomas Pierre Metover. Com-Com rece:ved her 
freedom and a prece of land along the Cane 
River m [797 She and her cinidren carved out a 
own slaves. on what became known as Yucca 
Plantanon (now known as Meirose Plantanon). 





- According to Mills (1997), the exact qumiber of 
cihidren (6-10) she started the piantanon with is 
unciear 
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Camo . fake aad fer ee 
Zaguaih -came@cc angceecm sounc 
Yucs Mamapoe aan. 2 fr cog of & 
wcoos. Ge ORES word aad Diaicc 
wee (3.000 aces They ao ased he an (or 
aie amclung aad Dorse Weeang “hs -om- 
mumty tounge «s owen che «Roots. 
CuMneSeS. aad pics Of cuiccttummemt "Orv 
prospercd up umm he Cow War eter ew 
(ecled OTS Dowon aad <a 
Ranged wah he “peranon 4 al men 
Sccommrucnon grouped ail peopie 9 loror 
wheter Rew oor <ums lad Deen dave Tes 
Seo Tom (te ume of Recoms@racnon to fie me- 
2? cer Re veopie of isie Srevetle Yecame 
a. watar gwowup. aid 2 4 cal. cloned Tucn 
Of Rew tertage anu ‘Tadiponms Today Com- 
Cort 5 descendents and ccigners <1] own 
(0.008 acres of iste Breveile 


The testornc land uses of fammeng. cutie 
“ancting. and forse Weeding cman ‘oday 2» 
he Taor and uses of [sie Greveile Avthougn 
es andscape resemPies he est of he Cane 
Rover comd@or tos the wnail-<caie ‘eames in 
vards ‘hat Deg °o pertray ‘he cultural airferen- 
ces of the peopie that ‘ave resded on [sie 
Sreveile ‘or communes ese features nav 
nciude Yormn Wary <amary and renes und 
‘rom vards plante:t with St. Josepm . and Easter 
‘thes. sweet ofrve. Cape jasmine. roses. Tmmo- 
was. Gunaperry 2s-2ts (Tees. pomegranates. 
peaches. plums. yucca. Nopal cactus. okra. 
shailots. tomatoes. and cayenne peppers. 


(sie Breveile retains “rong Nentage (radinons 
among 'ts residents and descendents who tow 
ive in Los Angetes and other distant ones. 
Located along the Cane River. St. Augusane 
Cathoie Church is the spintuai center and heart 
of the communty§ [ft 1s bere that the commumty 
voids annua Yomecomings and special events 
that draw fariv members back to [sie Breveile 
from ail across the country. 


Currcat Land Use Threats 


Most of the threats affecnng the Cane River 
cormndor (discussed above) aso apply to [sie 
Breveile. inciuding |and conversion from 


acute © SiGeewom. Be Worm » 
fear <4 ad fe cs SF pamor De 
2cTMnGR Juc 0 ReGo” agncuflura wethods 
to 9 pS fe aon es acing > 
4 2Ewsecat Tamer Setween iste Sreveiie and the 
ag Bower te comment . UNO ecee™ 
~oundar 





Agothe: Gea wo @e Raracte of isic Srevetie + 
Re cowie (oss Wf Dsamctve <a came wd 
aitwrai Wadnoms. wach 2 fe agua a 
-cgotanes oafie™s geoscoped aleve “ere uw 
las Dern 4 IDMantal OM of genera “ores. 
Qorse TECciracks. wd suieTtnment conIers 
‘RrowgRou! (fe wea fuse. Re Metrose Senu 
afd@rwrson Gas Jecn 2 once of fhe -ommun- 
ty Decause of os locanon G@rectiy across the 
cwer ‘Tom Wetrose Manmtumon and ‘fe arge «ze 
Of Re Fomes Semg Suilt Qrecttv om ‘fhe 
satertront. 





There -s 90 longer an odentfadie -ommumty 
atong the Old River an oid Red River channe!). 
and |ittte Gocumentanon of what once was there. 
However. the andscape is verv open with oid 
orca |QO0) tenant Youses scaftered among (he 
ancuitural Seids that soil dispiay emnant 
Jaiternms of arpent (ines cemunescent of the |9" 
and 20" cenqury landscape. Tins community has 
ustoncai Tes to the [sie Breveile commumty 


Semiar to the Old Rover commumty. the Litie 
River commumty (the Little Rover feeds into the 
Red Rover) aise has connections to the [sie 
Breveile community. Sut very |rttle informanon 
‘s availabie. Most of tts area is aiso abandoned. 
Acvmeal wew ts of egncuitural lands with 
scattered abandoned tenant houses. The state 5 
“Histomc Standing Structures Survey” idennfied 
a cumber of structures aiong the mver Most are 
aoandoned and uniikely to remain standing 
much longer. Excepnons to ths are two 
churches, St. Mary's Bapust Church and St. 








with older cemeternes that are adjacent and west 
of the Little River. 

















ate of ie Masco Ptamamon. & aiso Sa 3 cia- 
Uwe Jetted aaiape <aitiered san 
uDangoned (enam Jouses Fe MITKIME << -cpHUT 
s & Jone s Caurct and he aface™ Racha 
Cemetery wmch <and on gher ground wah 
Ive oaks aad 2 Taxed fantwood forex. The 
wood ame Clurch appears © Oe @ usc. 2 we! 
2 he aacemt Commumry tail The Racha 
Cemetery cOnERS JUMeTOUS JCK [OMDsS wu 
(OR cosses. Mghiv epresentative of (he Frencn 
cufture of carty settiers. Thos cemetery is one of 
a few extant cometemes (hal cepresent (fr 
‘Tadinen. 


Current Land | se Threats 


The greatest threags to tte Old Rover. Little 
iver. and Murco |andscapes are (he afsence of 
peopie. resulting in the desernon of Tstonc 
’ructures and the disintegranon of |and use 


ouiterns. 


\ Tuatanen Town 


in southeast Natchitoches Pamsh. Clounerviile 
‘own on ns piantamon. The town was incorpe- 
rated in |9322. Clounerviile heiped to service 
neardy plantations, especially Magnolia 
Plantanon. The town s presence heiped reduce 
travel to and dependence on Natcintoches. The 
AJeus Clouner house 's a (yprcai piantaton 
house bwit along ine Cane Rover in the early 
1800s. (It is more commoniy known as the Kate 
Chopin home or Bayou Foik Museum.) The 
town and its main street, LA 491. parailei the 
Cane River. Individuai propernes snil run in 
obvious arpents from the mver to Bayou 
Charrette. 


The town’s most commerciaily successful p2rod 
came dumng the first haif of the 20" century, 
when it was serving the workforces from nearby 





House. ‘fe Caumafan Store 4 qatonai teguster 
property). a orca |S) bank. St. Jofm + Catholic 
Church anu cemetery. and qumerous orca | 380 
‘o |9%) tenant houses. Severai of (hese aruc- 
ures Way Deen inventomed as part of "he “ate 5 
“Histone Standing Structures Survey.” ut 0 
Thoma regiser vormnahon form fas deen done 
tor the town. Alse. the town 5 cultural landscape 
‘ws many other features aiong the mvertront (hat 
are (ndicatve of the piantamon cra, inciuding 
pecan orchards. oak ailees. remnant fencetines. 
and varnous agncuiturai feids. 


Current Land Use Threats 


Sumiar to other areas of the Cane Rover comdor. 
loss of agncuitural |and use and desernon of Ins- 
‘omc Sructures (throughout the (own are threats. 
Although the Alews Clouter house |s listed on 
the nanonal register. there 1s little recogmmon of 
the town being sigmficant as the grounds of the 
Clouner piantanon. Adso. there ts little recogm- 
non of the nstonc Nes between Magnolia Plan- 
tanon (Cane River Creoie Nanonai Histoncai 
Park) and the Clouner piantanon/town. 


cormndor and the Red River, from north of 
Natcintoches to south of Clounerviile. have 
some connection to the earty settlement and use 
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“anang and Umer practices of (Ne wea. wich 
2 wood puip (Tamsfer ‘actiity er? of 


TSE CITY OF NATCHITOCHES 


“Natchitoches was cstaDiisted af (he durther- 
most navigadie pomt of the Red River in | 7)+ 
and played 4 major roje as 4 (fading center with 
the western termtomes from | 7S) to | 350). 
Ourmng (iis ome the (own was pupuiated with 2 
mx of Frencn, Soamsh. Native Amencan. 
Jeveioped distnct Commercial and residentiai 
distncts. Plantanon owners “commuted” 
Detween (her townfouses in Natcintoches (0 
Raver When the Red Rover changed course. (he 
economic emphasis sinfted from the town to the 
cotton plantations south of town. By the end of 
the mver s sinfting penod, Natchitoches was 
aimost 5 mies from the mverfronmt. Ts change 
center. 


Today the istome city center has retained its 
French-nfluenced character. boasung bousilage 
structures, Creoie~influenced arcintecture. and 
detailed ironwork on buildings. in |974 the 
Natcintoches Nanonai Histonc | andmark 

more than 30 biocks of downtown Natcintoches 
and consists of a range of 13". 19" and 20" 


St Na et COMmmerccal “acts 
womg sf Trverrom J oar 


D agfmer oO fe WooM “ace we avout 
of Re (own gong fe Tver <veral amcter- 
aefmng apdscape ‘eatures al 0 Pe or - 
.0Deat and a8 Fe <en Rrowugfeul Pe mw 
an@mark wstnct aad ecomty "bese nciude (fe 
usonc French-atiuenced Commercial ccnter of 
‘Re town west of Cape River stonc eudentai 
SevetopMent on wi? CamKs of ‘Re tver wd 
TMEero"Us (VPES of Zeon wace fal end 
‘rough Me ofy. nciuding Mone ccometeres. 1 
wasertTont Jark. wd <verai “Mai: Javous -derd 
. Us? vegetanon. 


Carrent Lana Use Threats 


Aithoug?h protected Ov (fe Tahoma stone 
amimark designation. (fe growth of (he modern 
ty (weatens the ofy center 5 Mstemc resources 
ecause of (Me amount of vemcuiar raffic 
Jevelopment outside (he Ooty center generates. 
cast of (he distmct. ‘ast-foud restaurants, gas 
Manons, and retail cfnm stores, such as Wai- 
Murt. tuve deveioped aiong Highway | and 
Route +44. The associated increase of veincuiar 
‘raffic fws resuited in wgmificant traffic (e~ups 
aiong (hese roads, on (he two Ondges leading 
into the mstore landmark distmct. and in the 
distinct itseif, Currentiy the Lowsiana 
Department of Transportation is prepamng to 
expand at least one of the bmdges to heip reduce 
ims congestion. 


On the edge of the ty, especiaily to the south 
development {ras begun (to spread down LA | 
Hentage Area. Tins development threatens the 
loss of open agncuiturai green spaces and the 
\oss of businesses and structures Mmstoncaily 
assouiated with the agmcuitural industry outside 
of the city, such as cotton gins, barns, and tenant 
houses. 


Most of tne smail towns and communities of (he 
hentage area that developed in tandem with the 
plantation system and lumber industry, such as 























Counerwole, “acter, at ee Srevetie cman 
MERC om De ants. vihougn no no 
ses (fe CSdes=al Qwowanon wad cconUTm 
Maaat¥ Of ‘Re OMMETCal <cloms Wave Jecineu 
wid Deen ccupsed OW Tnowern-—Jay “atc mtocnes. 


_sed uses Guise of @e Cane Rover comer. 
sspeciaily in ite Kasatctne Gills ux to he wes 
afd Jerth, Jevetoped af (fe .ame ime » Tay 
Of (he land uses aiomg Came River These and 
ases afd retwied resources ue qt of esser 
mpurtance. ‘or #itfout em 4s Comprefensive 
andersianding of Now ‘Ne region uevctoped 
ustoncaily would wot De pussidie. Wuny ue 
currently recogmzed for (hen impurtunce und 
are Demy protected (Mrough “ute and tederai 
Jesignutions. 


Adthough (he Cane Rover cormdor ts Mstomcaily 
assouaied with pmmaniy the French and 
Creoies, the land uses of (he upiands and 
cisewNere ure more ciosety ussomated with (he 
Soumsh. Native Amencans, and Amencans. 


Old Spamsh Lake Lowiands 


In northwest Natchitoches Pansh. the Old 
Soumsh Lake |owiands |s 4 large abandoned 
lakebed created by the Red River log raft. The 
lake 5 development caused Native Amencams (o 
retreat to its edges. Then when the lake drained 
foilowmg removai of the log raft, what remained 
was a very flat wetland that has no canopy 
vegetanon. Ts landscape is quite distinct from 
the surrounding forested nils. There is a strong 
and the Red River agncuiturai |ands. 


Current Threats. There is currently no 
development threat to the |owiands: however. 
recent construction of [~49 through tins lakebed 
indicates that perhaps the greatest concern is the 
lack of recogmton of tins area as a remnant 
mstonc lake. 


i  eoges sme Tego aemere 
et ne ay 


he Aa Cage COMmmty Ss fe ony comment 
“atve Amencom Souma communnty cit mn fe 
eyron. Near Auden on te ils of ponhnwest 
\atcmtvenes Puma und overtowsung (te Oi 
SOamsa _uke Owlanus, De wung of (ms 
cummumty tetps (o cihasirate (te effect of ts 
ake On <tifement Jufferms 4<uineugh ‘fere ue 
‘ew cemeants of (te cuitura andscape. ‘fe com- 
Tumty cman a fe seu we (er Community 
Cashoe Cfurch — Si. Ape 5 — os bsted on the 
Tatura cemster Gimoncaily (i Commumty 
was soclaitu wif (he oresdio and mission uf 
Los Adaes. were mamages Detweren Nanve 
-oTmmumty of Mesazes (4 person of maed 
Furopear and Amercan indian ancesiry) was 
aise |ocused in (he owiands atong Savou Pterre 
‘No remains of (is Community are known 0 
oui. 


Current Threats. [he thrents to tim: community 
ae unknown. The Commumty 1s working (0 
0tun recogMben Ov Ne federad government 
and pessidiv do some interpretation of the Ol” 
Soumst Lake ow/unds. 


Lous Adues Stute Histor dite 


On a ndgeiine in the pine-covered Inils of 

vite was listed on the nanhonai regyster in | 478. It 
the Spamsh mission and turt However, it (5 4 
nef archeoiogscal site and extremely important 
in understanding the assoqation of >yamsh, 
throughout the |$"" century. 


Current Threats. The greatest threat tc Los 
Adaes (and Ei Camo Rex) is the general |uck 
of recogmmon in the regron of tue importance of 
the Spams influence in ‘he regron. The Spams 
frontier story is a distinct story and should stand 
apart and accent stomes about the French 
fronmmer. Also, Los Adaes is not currently open 
to the public on a fuil~ome basis, resuiting in 
only intermittent onsite presence of staff to 
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corlloweng s<ifiement vf (he Tye. Wwioms OV fe 
“Tench. Aimcams. au Crewtes. aad ome ae 
‘De uplands ov fe “atve Amencam wu 
“Soums®, 4 ater Mage of Jevetopmest in te 
Susamcove Ghils scoured wen Amencaum Ceman 
‘O <<ttte (Me area after (Me Lousiana Purchase 
0S A man focus of Amencan «xnuvity was 
‘UMmperny anu Jeveropmg ~awrmils anu 
Tamspertasion laciities (0 Comeve (Ne umoder 
Yong wtf Me cewiy Gevetoped maiirouds. 
w»mcn wilowed caer access (o more uificuit 
‘erraun. wnail [armsteads Jevetoped in (ne 
uplands. Aithough many of (Nese Mone 
‘cumures “Cn os farmstead and sawimils are 
zone now. (he nest VOvious form of .<tttement 
‘fat cemuauns trom tts pemod is fe wuirowd 
‘own, winch is (yprcaily founded near (he must 
orosperous umber mmiis. The mos intact 
csampies of once prosperous cauiroad (owns 
inciude Campn, Flora, and Rodetine. 


Derry was the sawimil and mauiroad town ciosest 
‘to Magneia Plantanon. Described as 4 liveiy 
‘tthe (own Dv visitors, ¢ Nad met just a sawemil 
and kuin but the services to suppert a resident 
workforce. inciuding 4 grstrmil, commissary. 
school, medical services, and Doarding houses 
(NPS |999a). There was a Catholic chape! near 
Derry ondge. Recreanonai facsities inciuded 4 
dancefail, basebail field, racetrack. and an 
oguidoer movie house behind the Derry Wercan- 
ale restaurant. Today (hat restaurant, cailed 
“Miss Ruby s° and the adjommng Metoyer 5 Arts 
of commerce remaimng in Derry. Other 
esabitstments inciude the Bank of Montgomery 
and a shenffs stanon. 


Current Threats. Simmiar to other areus 
‘hrougfout the pamsh, the largest threat to 
rairoad towns seem to stem from a lack of 
recogmion of the |ayout and setting associated 
with the ruiroad comm: mites as weil as a lack 
of use of hnstone structures and |ittie conunuing 
instonc/agncuitural land uses in surrounding 
areas. 


cont Jesup Mate Histore Site 


‘he Ammncas oaiitars for. For leoup. > 9 fe 
oiliag tails woryg (fe TOM Dan Agtome 
doaw Ei Comoe Rew. Ths qapunai Mocorm 
anuimaK > Tamaged Ov (fe Mate 2 4 Mate tS 
‘ome wee It > ast west of Nascitoctes Parsa in 
Saitvne Porsa. The fort + ecaner defined (he 
Amencare ‘Totter ine [rom Sl to SO. Wow 
of (he cudturad landscape is gore. Jul (Pere re- 
"wns Oe UNMOMC Mructure and ONE TOCORMI - 
don. However, ucfeoiogea and Mtoe Jocu- 
‘entation provide 4 Mrong Cass (Or iMmterpretive 
JTORTUATS. 


Currene Threass. Aitnouyn (fe site (> visuaily 
open on ail ades, ot 1s on 2 mer road off of LA 
>. There are cusrentiy few threats vi Jevciop- 


> * 
Ausutctne NuQemad Forest 


Ths Nateonai Forest has two large tracts in 
Natcintocnes Parsi. One ts in the nortteastern 
comer and the other is in the southwest near (he 
Tertage area. These forestiands are managed 
onmaniy for (her naturai resources and recrea- 
oma oppertumtes. However, here are rem- 
ants of stome settiements that sail exist, 
inciuding a perten of the nstomc Opeiousas to 
Fort Jesup military road trace as weil as other 
road traces, oid ruiroad beds, fenceiimes, 
cemetenes, former school sites, some remnant 
Civihan Conservation Corps-era structures, and 
many private inhoidings (pnvate lands) within 
(he forest boundary. 





Also, there has been a lack of documentanon 


and interpretation of the important history that 
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2 “ne ramgurtaiwe manmeg Im ot 
6 om _ompretey « Camgurianue ‘uu 
(OF Re Ousk au (: Cermage sca Wow vi (Oc 
OOTTmaen ae utes of Taf ae 

TAS @wttauun >yicIhD acu 2 M> aR 
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interstase 49. LS. Rowses 7! and 4. and 
vumerous “ase and |ocai MgNways -unMet 
Naicmtuctes Parst wath ite res of ite nagen. 
Lowsane Sate Rowte | (LA |) and US. 7! 
mestiy outside (fe Nertage area) follow ‘ne Reu 
Rover through Natcintoctcs Pash trom the 
northwest to (te outfeasm. "adie * \ilustrates (te 


away. It is served by severai national airtines. 
Natcintocies does have 4 jvcai airport (hat sup- 
ports prvate arcraft traffic. however, 1t does nut 
offer reguianty schedujed commercial service. 


Taste 7: DISTANCE TO Major CITIES 
(PROM THE (CITY OF NATCHITOCHES) 


2) 2/2) 8/2) 


Dailas, Texas 
Houston, Texas 
































U.S. INTERSTATE 49 


Interstate 49 1s a four-lane curai freeway wath a 
posted speed 'imit of 70 mph. |~49 opened to 
traffic in the Naicintoches area in the late | 980s, 





anu (oway —aute> (ie Tayunty of omg distamer 
‘nrough-iras he on (Ne Conndor Oetween |-lD at 
Shrevepurt to (fe qurtn and [-)0 at Lasayette to 
‘Me urn. |" )> puraile! to (he Dentage atee aed 
Ta live imerchunges at prowde access tv ite 
Mate roads in (te Qerntage aca. interchanges 
wath [9 ape prowided at SR 490 (ext | | 3) near 
Cheopm, SK | |9 near Derry (ext | 19), SR 

| 20/494 near Cypress (cut 127), SR 478 ab 
Water Weil Road. and at LA © just west of 
Nutcitoches (exit 38). The southermmmest 
imerciange at Derry would provide visators casy 
access lO (he soutfern section, including Mag- 
qi Plantator and the town of Clounerviile. at 
the Cypress interchange visitors could casily 
access (he centrai and northern perteon of the 
hertage area, inciuding the [sie Breveile 
community and sites such as Si. Augusune 
Church and the Meirose. Beau Fort, and 
Oakland Plantavons. The interchange at Water 
Weil Road provides visitors access (o the 
northern end of the conndor and the southern 
portions of the city. The interchange at LA @ 
provides access west to the (wo outlying 
components of the hentage area — Fort Jesup and 
Los Adaes. To the cast aiong LA 6, visitors have 
direct access to the city of Natcintoches, 
inciuding the Naicintoches National Histone 
Landmark Distmet and the hemtage area site of 
Fort St. Jean Baptiste. 


Lowmana Highway | (LA |) paraileis 149 to 
(he east and generaily defines the western 
boundary of (he Cane River National Hertage 
Area. LA | 1s 4 two-lane, rural pmmary arteral 
nghway for most of its length through the study 
area. Until [49 opened to through-iraffic in the 
late 1980s, LA-| was the major north-south 
andnma and Shreveport. This road has two, | 2- 
foot travei lanes and esther paved or graded 
grass shoulders. The general posted speed limmt 
along LA | is SS mph, with lower speed limits 
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(8 (fe weed carat Communities (Mui t Dapec> 
‘Rrougn. 


Nor? of «s umtemecton wath SK 478, LA 
sdgems (O 4 [OuwP.ane, Nedian-Ividew Nygfway 
Thss comtnues serth (o (te intersection of LA | 
with LA Route | Bypass sear (fe ~outfern Wty 
‘ums of NascMntoches. North? of (ms untersecuun, 
De ongaail aignment of LA |. now Jesignuted 
LA | Busumess, is 4 wo-iape suOurtan afterai 


uses. The LA | Bypass around the west side of 
the ty of Natcintoctes vanes Detween Deming 4 
‘wo ane Mngfway of i [ouriame divided 
mgnway Detween iis junctions wiih LA | oorth 
and south of the city. 


The beauty of the Cane River Natonai Hemtage 
Area ts supported by the curai Character of (he 
Mate road system. Most of the ngiways in (he 
Mudy afea are rejatively narrow, (wo-lane |ocui 
roads providing access from the residential and 
agncuitural communities aiong either side of 
Cane Rover to the regional premary highways, 
LA | and 49. Tabie 3 presents inforration 
provided by the Lousiana Department of 
Transpertavon and Development (LADOTD) on 
(he pavement width, shoulder width, surface 
type. and typreai hourly (wo-way capacity of 
these secondary locai routes. A bmef descmption 
of each of these routes is presented beiow. 


LA LI9 begins at LA | in the community of 
Natchez. crom there, LA | |9 proceeds cast for 
about 0.5 mie (to an iniersectron with LA 494. 





Ye cuvement _umuitiun Ortweer WA mu A 
494 is celamvety peur. Over its length, LA | 19 is 
1 WO4ane Ula igiway. sth we U-joul sue 
‘Tave! @Me> anu graveu yop> Suwider anny 
io wadth from + to > fees. 


LA | 19 ang LA 494 hen cum together to he 
~outn apy cam, zeneraily paraileang (te wes 
wide of (te Cane River pax Beau Fort Plamauen 
‘c Oasiang Plamtanon. Ne pesied speed limi 
along tis secon of LA | !9 / 494 5 55 mph, 
with advisory speeds of “to 40 mph pusted at 
<verai Curves. Jus south of Oakiand Plantanen, 
LA | 19 Ganms to the cast and crosses the Cane 
aver on Bermuda Bdge (LA | 19). Ths unters- 
echeon of LA | 19 and LA 494 has stop sign con- 
‘(roi on the westbound / nurthbound lane of LA 

| 19 as ot crosses Cane River from cast (0 west. 
The LA 494 approacies ‘o the intersection Nave 
ne cuntroi. 


LA | 19 comtenues to the south along the cast 
~de of Cane Raver and passes Meirose Planta- 
with LA | again at Derry. The intersection of 
LA 119 watt LA 493 at Meirose Plantanen is a 
very lange “Y™ configuration junction, wath a 
lange grass iand separating (he three approach 
legs. Continuing to the south, LA | !9 intersects 
with LA 484 about | 5 mies necth of Magnolia 
Plantation. 


The intersecon of LA | 19 wait LA | at Derry 
has 4 stop sign control for LA! !9 traffic gawing 
promty to movements along LA |. From this 
pommt, LA 119 south across the Missoun— 
Pacific Ras tracks to an interchange wath |- 
49. 


TABLE % CHARACTERISTICS OF AREA HIGHWAY SYSTEM 















































LA 11d = 
LAdéa | 20 i, | Bituminous: — 2.010 
LA 491 18-28 ft. 4ft-cub | Conerete 2,390 
LA 494. 20 ft. 5 ft. Biturmnous z 
LA 494 20 ft. ft Bitummeous/concrete 7,400 
LA 495 1S ft 4 ft. Biturmnous 2,010 
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LA 486 prowides 2 ink Oxtween LA 494 and LA 
| 19 jong the west ade of Cape Raver. LA 434 
I> at a vet sony UA 484 aouut Tailway 
tween (te Cummmumiees vi Berrmuua anu 
Cypress. UD (ten proceeds lo We uitcan, 
-tosety pumilenmg thy west de of Came River 
(© tS tommeaus at LA | |9 cea Magneia 
Plamanen. The puted speed lumi aiomg L.A 434 
> 4 mph, wath ver Curves pustew with 
advisory speed limits of [> to 4 mpa. 


UA 498 begins at an intersection wath LA | just 
south of Clounerviile. LA 491 ther proceeds 
nurth across Cape River passes ihe Kate Chopin 
House vn its way (trough (te Community of 
Cloumerviile. it then continues to Wie nertieast 
(Oo tS termnus at (te Red Rover levee. The 
ouMed speed limit is $5 mph un ihe Community 
oat Clouverviile and 45 mph Deyond that pot. 
The roadway section (hrough Clouterviile Nas 
curd and gutter on beth sides. The rest of the 
roadway is 4 nafrow, (wo-lane faciity. 


In the city of Natcinioctes, LA 284615 one of the 
primary routes conpecting (tis gaieway com- 
mumiy wath the Cane River Navonai Heritage 
Area and the Cane River Crevie Natonai Park. 
The cross section and operating Charactersucs 
of LA 494 vary considerably over tts length. The 
facity begins as an urban arterai street at its 
intersection wath LA | Business just cast of the 
Cane Raver in the city of Natcintoches. in tins 
area, LA 494 1s designated as Keyser Avenue. 


A mayor LADOTD reconstruction proyect was 
recent!¥ compieted that wadened the section of 
Keyser Avenue (LA 494) from the intersection 
with LA | Business to the east for about |.> 
mies to the east corporate limits of the city of 
Natcintoches. The two-lane cross-section as 
been widened to a basic five-lape urban cross 
provided at several locavons. Keyser Avenue is 
one of the city s developing sudurban commer- 
cial areas, wath a vanety of local, regronai, and 
existing or planned. Another state prayect 
propeses to widen LA | Business from two 
lanes to five lanes from a point about 0.25 mie 
north of the junction of LA | on the south side 
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CANE RIVER SRIDGES 


here are a sertes vi Orauges Wai crus over 
Cane Raver, The owo Omadges that cross te over 
in (he ty of Nascintecte]s and are in We Pestone 
‘anumark Uistrct ate (te Keyser .-cnuc aad 
IMremetY CongeMed Gung murmeg anu 
<vemmny peak Pus? Nouns apd Cause mayor 
Dackups in town, The city Mavens local pwiice ai 
mayor intersections to direct (maific Gunny Wese 
rust hours. The city and state are lovking ai 
ways (o unprove Waffic Conditions. Currently ite 
_Lowmana Department of Transpertaien aod 
Deveiopment has pian lo widen and recunsiruct 
ihe exusung Keyser Avenue Bdge across ite 
Came Raver from two lanes (o Uiree lanes from 
Jefferson Street (LA | Business / LA © 
Business) to Willams Avenue. Comsiructien is 
anverpaied to begyn in 200! (LADOTD 1/997). 








There have been recent propesais Dy the state to 
widen ihe Church Street Sindge to Utree lanes. 
There is commderadie Controversy about making 
cfanges to the Church Street Bndge because of 
its locaton in the Natciniocies Navonai Histome 
Landmark Distret and its Wraditional use for 
many ceiedrations (nroughout (he year Also 
watiin the city of Natcmioches, Cane Raver 
Brdge to the south near the intersection of State 
Route 1223 and LA | Business is slated to be 
widened fo five lanes due to anticipated growih 
in the industrad sector there. A new bridge is 
planned for construction to the nerth of 
Natcintoches as part of the completion of the 
cast loop bypass. This bmdge would connect 
Highiand Park with Willams Avenue. 








In the hentage crea, near Oaklawn Plantaven, 
Pratt's Bndge crosses the mver at a mght angie to 
(he waterway. resuiling in very Ught curves on 
(he roadway approacites on both sides of the 
nver, Onnging the speed limit down from 55 to 
25 mph. Bermuda Bmdge (LA | 19), across from 


|e 














Oakiang Plantanen apy aujacent (v ite Sheil 
Seach pudisc Ova! launch, was reccitiy Ousil \o 
replace ie oid Bermuda see! irestie OMUge (Mai 
romans in place Out femeed off trom the pubdiic. 
‘This new Omdge wap Ouil relatively |ow and 

some ngh-prottie Ouats Cammut access (Ne must 
southenty sectron of (he upper Cane Raver. Mis 
Miwon vanes depending on Wie waier ‘eve. 


Histeoncal traffic count daia were odtasned from 
(te Lowsmana Department oi Transpurtavien and 
Development dunng (te pemod | 987 to | 99% tor 
(he Doundames of (he Cane River Navona 
Hertage Arca and its iinmediaie environs. This 
informaven is presented in ladie 4. 


For the primary roadways in ite study area, such 
as [49 and LA |. traffic volume daia were avaii- 
abie for every year dunng (ms penod. For must 
of the secundary roadways in the study area, 
such as L.A 494, traffic veiumes are coilected 
onee every three years. The data cuilection on 

iS Staggered se Wat abuut one-ihind of the 
secondary Inghways are Counted cach year. 


Fer cach of the roadway segments defined in 
table 9. ail avasiabie annual average daily traific 
(AADT) voiume data are dispiayed, aiong wath 
(he percentage Change ip the data dunng the 
penod |993—98 (or a longer pened of ume) and 
(he average annual percentage change in Uraific 
volume. This information is presented for the 
following study area roadways. 


Interstate Highway 49 
LA Route | 

LA Route | Business 

LA Route 6 Business 

LA Route | 1 

LA Route 434 

LA Route 491 


LA Route 493 
LA Route 494 
LA Route 495 
LA Rowe |223 


Although changes in We average aunuai traffic 
volume in the range of 2% to 5% were typrcaily 
odserved for ite roadway segments cxaimned 
durng the pened | 987 to 199%, more segmiicant 
fluctuavons were cen along |-49. LA | and LA 
| Busuness. With ite opemng of |-49 through 
Natchitoches Pansh in 1988 and |989, much of 
ihe long distance wraific (hat formeniy used LA | 
and/or L.A | Business diverted to Uns new 
factity. As a resuil, average daily traffic 
volumes along the segment of LA | between LA 
119 at Deery and LA 494 at Clounerviile, for 
caampre, decreased trom 4,450 veincies per day 
in 1988 to only 920 veincies per day in 1990. By 
| 998, the average daily traific in ims segment of 
LA | had unereased ordy to | 040 veincies per 
day. of about 37% of (he average annual daily 
trafic observed |U years previously. 


9 @e8 


if |-49, LA |, and the roadway segments of the 
viher study area highways immediately adjacent 
(0 and wathin the corperaie limits of the city of 
Naicintoches are exciuded trom comideration, 
(he annual average daily traffic volumes on the 
Mudy area roadways are ail less than 2,000 
vetncies per day. For example, ihe segment of 
LA 119 between LA | at Natchez and LA 494 
was esumaited (o Camry approxumaiely |, 750 
velncies per day in |998, and the segment of LA 
119 just west of the junction wath LA 493 near 
Meirose Plantation was csumaied to carry oniy 
about 270 veincies per day in 199%, 


Simianty, the segment of LA 494 at the 
esumated to carry approxumaiely | 750 veincies 
per day im | 99%, and the segment of LA 494 
between LA | and LA 484 in the Cypress area 
was esumated io carry oniy $50 veincies per day 
in 199%, 











The peak hourty vowume for two-lane rural 
nghways such a> Wnuse waitin ie Cane Raver 
National Hemiage Arca \> (yprcaily in ihe range 
of 10% to 15% of the average annual daily 
traffic (National Research Counen | 994). 
Appiying Uns percentage lo lite oDserved: 
average apnuai daily Uraific of |.7S0 vehicles per 
day (vpd) or LA 494 at the Bermuda bridge near 
Oakland Plantavon, ‘he current day peak hourly 
voiumme at Ute location would range from abdeut 
17S to 265 veineies per hour (vpi). 


As noted in tabie 3, the Loussana Department of 
Transpertauen and Development has csumaied 
(he maxumum hourly two-way Capaciy of the 
perton of LA 494 in the study area in the range 
of 2,330 to 2,400 veincies per hour. Companng. 
the |5% peak design hour volume vaiue of 265 
veincies per hour to even the lowest of these 
hourly capacity vaiues of 2,330 veincies per 
O.1 1. Ths very low valve indicates a very high 
quality of traffic flow. equivaient to a level of 
service (LOS) of A or B. Level of service is a 
compemie measure of veincie speed and travel 
ume, the freedom of individual velicies to 
maneuver, and the likelihood of tnaific 
interruptions or delays. 


The following defimtions appiy fur cach levei of 
service for (two-lane rural nghways such as 
(hose typicaily found in the Cane Raver Natronai 
| 994); 


» Level of Servier A represents free Cow. 
Dnvers are virtuaily unaifected by the 
presence of other veincies on the read. 


* Level of Service B represent Ingh quality, 
stable traffic flow. The presence of other 
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Transpurtanun orders, remanon, and Links 


users un Ute inaific stream degins to be 
seahhlen to itndlinsidieanl da 


the range of traffic flow in winch the travel 
of indivadual users Decomes sigmiicantly 
affected by other veincies in the traffic 
Mreain. 


+ Level of Service D represenis (he upper end 
of Waific volumes that can be accomme- 
Veincie speeds and the freedom to maneuver 
are severely resimcted for nearly ail users. 


« Level of Service E represenis operaung 
conditions at or near the capacity of the 
roadway. All speeds are reduced to a low. 
but relatively umfonm vaiue. Freedom to 
Maneuver walhin the traific stream is 
dmvers to force other velncies of pedestirans 
to “give way.” 


* Level of Service F occurs when more traffic 
aitempis to use 4 road segment (han the 
capacity of the segment. Long queues form 
in the traffic stream, Operations wainn the 
queues are Characterzed by stop-and-go 
warns, and flow is extremely unstabie. 














Because one oi (he Inghest recorded study area 
daily traffic voiunses in 1998 1s LOS A at 494 at 
Oakland Plantavion, it 1s likely that the typical 
peak hour traffic volumes on the study area 
inghway system are se low that virtuaily ail 
segments of the roadway sysicin (wath the 
possible exception of LA |) are currently 
operating at LOS A. 











VISITOR USE AND RECREATIONAL RESOURCES 


The Cane River National Heritage Area has a 
history of hosting visitors. Even before the 
creation of the heritage area, visitors have been 
taking advantage of its many sights and attrac- 
tions. The number and variety of attractions and 
recreational resources im Natchitoches Parish all 
help make the city and parish the destination for 
many thousands of visitors every year. 


LOCAL ATTRACTIONS AND 
CURRENT LEVELS OF USE 


There are 2 variety of historic and recreational 
resources within Natchitoches Parish. Walking 
tours of the Natchitoches National Historic 
Landmark District, which highlight numerous 
townhomes, churches, and cemeteries, and an 
automobile tour of the parish and Cane River 
area are promoted by the Natchitoches Area 
Chamber of Commerce and Natchitoches Parish 
Tourist Commission. Among the attractions 
haghlighted on the Cane River driving tour are 
the plantations of Cherokee, Beaw Fort, Meirose. 
Oakland and Magnolia (the two national 
historical park units). Fort Jesup, Los Adaes, and 
Fort Jean Baptiste are all Loutsiana state historic 
sites that pertain fo the early European 
settlement of the parish. Northwestern State 
Aquarium, Kisatchie National Forest, St. 
Augustine Catholic Church and Cemetery, and 
Bayow Folk Museum (Kate Chopin’s home) are 
other examples of places of mterest within the 
parish. Community groups and preservation 
organizations hold many special heritage 
tourism events during the year that attract many 
visitors, such as the annual Natchitoches 
Pilgrimage of Historic Homes and Plantations, 
the Melrose Arts and Crafts Festival, the 
Festival of Lights. 

To understand current visitation trends, mfo-ma- 


Tourist Commission. This mformation is surm- 
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marized m table 10. During the period from 
1992 to 1996, annual visitation at the 
Natchitoches Parish Tourist Commussion 
mcreased from 69,440 persons m 1992 to 90,734 
persons in 1996. This represents a total change 
of 30.65% and is equrvailent to an average 
annual change of approximately 6.91%. (Source: 
Annual Guestbook Records, Natchitoches Parish 
Tourist Commission.) While guestbook 
signatures do not represent ail visitors, they 
probably represent a good proportic nai sample 
of visitation levels m the community during this 
time period (not including major festivals). 
figures reflect an estimated average annuai 
visitation just to special events of about 232,000. 


The tourist commission information in table 10 
illustrates a range in monthly visitation trends 
from a low of 2.21% of annual recorded guests 
im February (and only 2.38% of annual guests m 
January) to a high of 13.38% of annual recorded 
guests im December. The September—December 
period accounts for a total of 46.56% of the total 
sent a secondary visitation peak period, and 
together account for approximately 23.39% of 
total annual recorded guests at the tourist com- 
account for about 19.97% of total annual visita- 
ton. During August (typically an average to 
hrgh visitation period at most national parks and 
heritage areas) only 4.29% of the total annual 
visitation took place in Natchitoches. These 
variations could be expected to be reflected in 
future visitation in the Cane River National 
Heritage Area. 


Visitor use data for most individual attracnons 
within the parish either are not recorded or are 
not available. However, some data are available. 
Data for Fort St. Jean Baptiste, Fort Jesup, and 
Los Adaes State Historic Sites are presented in 
table 1}. Data for the Kate Chopim House are 
shown in table 12. An attraction with a relatively 
hegher level of visitor use is Fort St. Jean 
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(993-94 DL227 6,152 0 

1992-93 U7,273 6,015 819 
[991-92 16,573 4,573 873 
1990-3! na 4.408 744. 





SOURCE: Loursiana Office of State Parks 
* snil beng developed na = not availabie 


Tasie 12: Numper oF Visirors To KaTE CxHoptn HOME 












































January 45 37 Closed* 
February 50 37 Closed* 
March bus 198 Closed* 
Aon 110 225 Closed* 
May 228 218 (36 
June 168 197 139 
Juiy 201 16] HS 

_ August oa ry 416 
September 71 43 sz 
October 367 = | 
November 104 46 a 550 
December |46 46 323 

. Total 1,709 L341 2,514 

















SOURCE: Staff Curator, Kate Chomn Home. “Closed for repairs. 


Baptiste State Histonc Site, where visitation visitors in 2000 (not inciuding visitors at 
has been between | | ,000 to 15,000 in recent Meirose Arts and Crafts). 
years. Another weil-known attraction 1s 
Meirose Plantation. Annual visitor use for Although actual figures are not availabie, the 
Meirose Plantation was | 2,084 visitors in Natchitoches Pansh Tounst Commission has 
1998; 12,956 visitors im 1999: and 13,209 estimated figures for guests at special events 
(table 13). 
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Chnstmas Festival of Lights, 
Natcintoches National Histonc Landmark D1stret 


\dai Caddo pew-wow 











Foiklife Fesnvai, NSU campus 


Special Events 
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(not inciuded in totai guests) (not inciudeu .0 (otal guests) (not inciuded in (otal guests) 
January 
February 
March Jazz Fesuvai 4,000 Jazz Fesuvai 5,000 
May 
June Meirose Arts & Crafts 21,000 Meirose Arts & Crafts 10,304 Meirose Arts & Crafts 5.600 
July Foik Festivai 22,950 Foik Fesuvai | 3,000 Foikiife Fesuvai |6,500 
July 4th Event 13,050 Juiy 44 Event 5,000 Juiy 4th Event 10,000 
August 
September 
October Tour of Homes 2,600 Tour of Homes 3,000 Tour of Homes 4,000 
November Month of November 9,000 Month of November 4,000 Month of November 3,300 
December Christmas Festivai 167,000 Chnstmas Festival 165,000 Chnstmas Festival | 55,000 
Month of December 52,000 Month of December 70,000 Month of December 75,000 
Total Special 289,000 781,004 274,900 
Events Guests 











Source: Natcmtoches Pansh Tourrst Commission 


In 1997 the Bayou Pierre Alligator Farm wus 
opened to visitors. [t is just north of the city of 
Natchitoches. The farm hosted 12,000 visitors 
in its first year of operanon. The ailigator park 
has become very popular, and in 1998 about 
30,000 peopie visited the farm between Apmi 
S and October 3). 


These data indicate \Sat the range ‘ “‘sitation 
to individual pamsh attractions does vary con- 
siderably. The data aiso show that the Cane 
River Nanonail Hemtage Area aiready has sub- 
stantial numbers of visitors because many of 
the attractions mentioned are in the hemtage 
area. 


BRW., Inc., prepared an estimate for visitation 
within the hemtage area cormdor in 1999 as 
part of a transportation study using figures 
available according to table |4. This rough 


Cane River Cresie (opemng year) | 5,000 


estimate looked at the combined visitation of a 
few seijected sites in the corndor (table |4) and 
applied a conservative 4% growth rate to this 
number (tables |5 and 16): 


TABLE 14: ESTIMATED VISITATION 


Nationai Histoncai Park 




















Meirose Plantatron (average 1995-97) 12,800 
Kate Chomn House (estimate for 1998") | 500 
Total 2930 





“The actuai total for [998 visitation at the Kate Chomn 
House was not avaiiabie when BRW., Inc. prepared its 


report. 
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2001 
03 I 
2003 32,700 | 
2004 34,000 | 
2005 35,400 
2006 36,300, 
2007 38.300 | 
2008 39,300 | 
2009 41,400 
2010 43,100 | 
2011 44.900 i 
212 46,000 | 
x 2013 48,500, ; 
214 50,400 
—y Slaeal - 
are rounded to nearest '00 annuai 
_visitors, 
SOURCE: Projections by BRW. Inc 


Visitor Ui LR — 


At a mmmum, visitamen recorded by the 
Natcmtoches Pansh Tounst Commission 
inciuding some speciai events) wouid represent 
the expecied visitor use leveis of the Cane River 
visitation to the he:tage area would consist of 
combining the visitor use of the individuai 
attractions together and adjusting for doubie 
counting of individuais. Coilectng and reporting 
visitor use would have to be done in 4 Consistent 
and umsorm maarer if such totai visitauon 


figures were to be reiiabie for decision-making 
purposes. [f the hemtage area is acuvely and 
effecnvely promoted as a desunation and/or day 
future visitor use for the entire hemtage area is 
beyond the scope of ths pianmng effort. 
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into the charactersucs of current and future 


Anecdotal information provided by the staff of 
the Old Courthouse Museum, the Nai ‘inioches 
agency representaaves indicate tha 1 large 
percentage of the foreign visitors am ve in the 
community via esther tour bus or in a large 
tammiy group. Tabie |7 summanzes information 
provided by the Natcintoches Parrsh Tourrst 
Commnssion on the percentage of visitors 
armving in buses or other lange groups by month 
dunng |996. These data indicate that dumng the 
peak visitaion penods in the community 
(March—May and October—December), at least 
| 5% of ail recorded guests came by bus or in 











another large group. Dumng spmng fesuvais in 
Apni, more than 36%of ail guests ammved by bus 
or in a large group. Dumng the December 
“Fesnval of Lights” in Natchitoches, aimust 
70% of ail recorded quests indicated that they 
came via a tour bus or in another large group 
vemncie. Durmng the course of the entire year, 
about 22% of ail recorded guests amved by bus 
or another large group veincie. 


Tabie |3 summarnzes the reported ongin of 
visitors to the Old Courthouse Museum dunng 
the penod from June | 998 through May |999. 
This represents the first year of operanion of the 
Old Courthouse Museum as a unit of the 
Lowmana State Museum system. Although it :s 
acknowledged that not ail the peopie who 

book, the signatures probably represent a good 
propertonai sampie of the residence locations of 


TABLE [7: PERCENTAGE OF VISITORS IN GROUPS: 





Litt 


July 7.379 





Tau 


1,993 19.30% 
2,476 3.25% 
| ,@9S 20.28% 
S66 9.06% 
66S $,59% 
590 1S. 17% 
283 z 
| 444 14.05% 
LHS 13.87% 
$3,414 9.33% 
20,208 22.27% 
1,684 22.27% 





BEST COPY AVAILABLE 













































June, . 
Juiy eo bal I 4 xy - ie 77% 
August, ce Ps I - 17 I 4% 4.7% 
Sepemoe: ) is : I is ia co 4.1% 
October 145 ao 3 z w % 26 12.4% 
“November te 27 I : 70 3 19 94% 
December is a7 - 3 Sw” 3 nS 12.2% 
January, |999 33 4 3 6 w ® 102 4.9% 
Sepruary 33 1@ 7 2 WwW 8 106 5.1% 
March 3s 7” z 3 se 1Z 200 12.5% 
Apni 23 46 2 3 48 3 145 7.0% 
May, 1999 77 9S o z 4 10 70 33% 
Totais $71 533 23 23 568 92 2,080 100.0% 
_ Averages: aw y z z 47 % 173 3.3% 
As shown on tabie 18, a total of 2,080 persons. OTHER RECREATIONAL 
indicated their state or country of residence OPPORTUNITIES 


ongins. The remainder of the Umited States 
accounted for about 27.3% of the total recorded 
iia 


Visitors from other countmes accounted for oniy 
4.4% of the total visitors over (he entire course 
of the year. However. it 1s interesting to note that 
dunng Apmi 1999, August 199%, and September 
1998, foreign residents accounted for more than 
11% of total museum visitors dumng these 
months. Information provided by museum staff 
indicate that most of the foreign visitors come 
from Canada, France, and Germany, with French 
Canadians and residents of France 
predominating. 


The upper Cane Raver is a mayor sceme and 
recreationai focai point in the stone landmark 
distnct and henmtage area. The upper mver is used 
paricujarly swimming, boating, and fishing. 
Boating activity ranges from fishing to water 
skung, jet skung, rowing, recreationai barging, 
and other recreational boating, such as cunvemg. 
Access to the upper mver and use of the 
mverbanks is limited because most of the land on 
either bank is pmvateiy owned, Fishing is very 
popular, and the upper mver has heaithy 
populations of largemouth bass, hybmd stmped 
bass, biueguil, redear sunfish, and channe! 
catfish, A |2-month fishing survey in 1989 
found that | 7,720 anglers had used the upper 
nver, spending about 3.5 hours per tmp and 
traveling about 29 mies one way (this was 
before the opening of Interstate 49). 


|3! 














of the upper niver’s narrowness, wakes from 
passing boats have resuited in erosion of the 
banks. Boating speeds are posted at 40 mph, and 
there ane many no-wake Zones, but wake erosion 
continues to be a probiem. Efforts are ongoing to 
reguiate activities on the mver to limit resource 
damage. Plans are underway for a new public 
boat ramp and parking lot at the south end of the 


Kisatcine Natienai Forest offers approxunateiy 
600,000 acres of forest throughout the parsh 
and provides opportumies for recreational 
hunting, sceme viewing, and swimming, 

The Kisateiue Ranger Disunct of Kisatc me 
Nationai Forest, just west of the herttage area, is 
a 100,000-acre area that provides a vanety of 
sceme dmving ts availabie aiong the | 7+mie 
Wiidemess, aid the Caroline Dormon Hiking 





into the histone Cane River vailey, and nature 
observation is popular activity throughout the 
forest. 


Other streams and lakes in the Naicintoches 

and Old Raver. The Red River ts aiso a major 
source of boating and fishing recreation, Farther 
out are Black and Clear Lakes, which are very 
popular for waterfowi hunting and fisting. Many 
peopie own camps along these lakes. 


Hunting is 2 popuiar activity in the Cane River 
some private property owners ailow hunting on 
duck, and bobwinte quail. 


There are no marked bicycie routes through the 
hentage area, although the narrow, rural roads 
are occasionaily used by bicyclists, and work 1s. 
underway to map potential routes along Cane 
Rover and in Kisatcine Nationai Forest. 














POPULATION peopie (tabie 20). Although the city of 

Naiciniocies represents an urdan environment 
Natchitoches Pansh is one of 64 pansbes in with a umversity and the assomatied Cty 
Lowsiana (in Lowsiana, parses are like services and Commercial establishments, 
counties in other states). Popuianon figures for nearly haif of the pamst’s popuiavon lives in 
recent years are presented in tabie |9. There simail towns of in 4 rurai seiting. 


has been a pattem of slight increases from 
1990 through 1995 (except for |994), 
However, the pamsh’s population declined: 
between | 996 and |999 and then increased in 
2000. The 2000 pamsh popuiation represents 2 


In 1997, the pansh popuiason was made up vi 
about 58.5% Winie and 40.!% Black, wath 
much smailer propertions of other raciai/ethme 
groups (table 2!). These propertious were 


decrease of $25 peopie \approxiumaieiy -2%) somewhat different from (he state as a wihvie. 
since 1980. Less than 1% of the state's Please note that the U.S. Bureau of the Census 
population is found in tins pansi. does not recogmze Crevie as a disunet nace or 


Natchitoches is the county seat for Natcin- 
toches Pamsh. [tis (he major population center 
in the pamsh wath a 1995 pepulaten of more 
than 17,000. Other villages in the pansh have 
only a few hundred inhabitants cach, only one, 
Campt, has a population of mere than | 000 


ethme group and does not coilect data on that 
makeup is of interest when analyzing (he 
economic health of the pamsh in terms of 
certaun economne factors as discussed below. 


TABLE L9: PARISH AND STATE TOTAL POPULATMON FOR SELECTED YEARS 


Year Natciitoches Parsi 
























































ery 
2000 9.080 4,408,976 
1999. 37,198 4,372,035 
\99% 37,018 4,368,967 
(997 37,415 4,351, 769. 
“WW 37,413 4,340,318 
. \gus 38,270 4,338,072 
1994 37,493 4,314,630 
(993 36.955 429000 | 
1992 26,005 4,273,734 
1991 36,368 4,241,224 
1990 36,512 4,217,362 
1980 39,905 4,223,101 
SOURCE: Bureau of Bocnome Anaiysss and U.S. Bureau of the Consus 
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THE HERITAGE ALLA CNV IRUNMENT 
































1990 AnD 1995S 
Astiand 788 273 
Campu 9248 1,027 
Clarenee S77 S00 
Goidenna 417 402 
Naichez aks 533 
City of Naichitocies 16,008 17,144 
Powhatan 147 192 
Provencal 538 510 
Naicmioches Parmsh %0, 069 a 37,377 














SOURCE: Naicintouires Pansh Prove and U.S. Consus | 995 test project. 


TABLE Zi: PARISH AND STATE POrPULA DON BY RACE AND ETHNICITY FoR L997 























White S8.S% 66.2% 

Black 40.1% 32.1% 

Amercan indian, Eskime, and Aleut 0.5% 04% 
Assan and Pacific [siander 0.5% 2% 
Other 0.3% 0.0% 

Hispame Ongine 1.6% 2.6% 














Sources; U.S, Bureau of the Consus. 

Nos: The U.S. Bureau of the Consus does nuvi revogmze Crevie as 4 distinet fave of cihme group apd does nuvi coilest 
Jita on Wat group. 

a. Based on a 1997 pepuiauon ior Naicmiouhes Pansh of $7,415. 

>. Based on a | 997 pepuiavon ior Lowssana oi 4,2! 15, 69. 

-. Persens oi Mispame ong may be oi any ‘ace and are :nejuded in Lhe pi Vuicgores. TO avon Goudie commting, (Nese 
figures are net added to obian ihe | 00% ‘vials for (he pansh and staic. 


ECONOMY had a history of having 4 per capita personal 
income (hat was lower (han ihe state average. 

income Looking Dack at 1989 (the latest U.S. Census 
data avaiable at the ime of Uns analysis), (he 

In 1996 the per capria personal income for average per capila personal income for ail 

Natcintoches Pansh was $15,007 (tabie 22), persons in Natcintoches Pansh was $8,! 12. By 

This income ranked 44" among the 64 pansies compansen the per capa personal income for 

in the state and was oniy 79% of the average White residents was $10,004 and $4,098 for 

Lowsiana per Capa personal income of Black residents (tabie 23). Not only was the 

$19,709. In addition, the pamsh's per capiia parsh relatively worse off (in terms of average 

personal income was oniy 04% of the national per capita personal income) than the state and 

average of $24,436, Naiciniocies Pamsh has navon, Dut even waitin the panmsh there was a 


dispamty in the distrbuvon of income. 
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Qourevnuine LNvitonmen 


Eammngs for the Naicinioches Parsh and ine 
staic of Lowmana have msen 131.3% and 
100.3%, respectively, from 1980 to 1996 (tabie 
24). This amount of growih means Wai ihe 
avefage annual raies of growl were oniy 
3.21% for the pansh and. 6.3% for the staic. 
growth rate for carmngs was 10.0%. 


Total personal income for the parmsh in 1996 
was $582,0! 1,000. This income ranked 29” in 
(he state and accounted fer oniy 0.7% of the 
state total. In | 986 the otal personal income 
was $358,433,000, and the pamst had the same 
rank waitin the state. 





























ya $14,175 78.4% $18,089 
993 $13,539. 78.8% $17,183 
992 $12,517 76.4% $16,384 
Ey SH70I 75: 1% $15,594 
990 $11,129. 754% $14,761 
i98U $5,941 07.6% $8,768 




















Sourct: Bureau oi Eooremc Analysis. 


TASLE ZS: Per Carrs INCOME BY Rack FoR 1989 


Wihnie $10,004 $12,950 

















Black $4,098 $5,087 

Amencan Indian, Eskime, and Aleut 39.048 $7,073 
Asian and Pauilic lsiander $6,778 $8,598 
Other 4.942 $9,415 

Total $8,112 $10,035 

















"Source: Northwesiemn State Umversiy, Smail Bussness Development Conier 


TABLE 24: EARNINGS FOR SELECTED YEARS (in theusands of doilars) 









































a) $304,044. $58,241,094 
1995 $347,120 $56, 287.0060 
19N4 $314,251 $52,885,430 
1/993 $293,587 349,920,710 
_s $271,803 $48,373,318 
1991 $249,950 $45,886,043 
1990 $238,467 $43,404,246 
1980 $156,520 $28,893, 151 
Sourct: Bureau of Eoonumme Analysis 
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THE BERIT AGE AREA ENVIRONMENT 


The chief mdustries of the city of Natchitoches 
processing, wood and paper products, 


production and marketing of pouitry, forest 
products, and cottonseed oil and byproducts. 
The construction of good farm-to-market 

and the mprovement of dramage systems have 
strengthenec the production and marketing 
abilities of farmers m the parish (SCS 1990). 
Tourism 1s te second largest mdusty m 
Louisiana and an important industry in 
Natchitoches Parish. Approximately 215 
tourist attractions im the parish. Earnings by 
industry are presented m table 25. State and 
local government, services, manufacturing 
nondurable goods, and retailing are the largest 
industries by earnings. 


Employment 


U.S. Census data show that Natchitoches 
Parish had an unemployment rate of 13.4% im 
1990. This same year, the overall 
unemployment rate for Lowisiana was 9.6% 
and the U.S. average was 6.3% of the labor 
force. In 1994 the unemployment rates for 
country as 2 whole improved and were 7.9%, 
8.0%, and 6.1%, respectively. Although the 
parish and state have had significant 
improvements in the unemployment rates, 
these rates are still relatively high when 
compared to the national average. 


ost 


The mayor employers im Natchitoches Parish 
are listed m table 26. The parish has an 
economic development plan and seeks to 
expand its resident mdustries, attract new and 
to develop the tourism mdustry. The objectives 
of economic development m the parish are to 
and future citizens while contributing to an 
expanded economic output for the state. 


Poverty 


U.S. Census data (1990) records the fact that 
33.9% of all people residing within 
Natchitoches Parish had mcomes below the 
official government poverty level (table 27). 
At the same time, 47.9% of children under the 
age of five and 44.3% of children between the 
ages of five and 17 m the parish were living 
below the poverty level. For the state of 
level were 23.6% for all persons, 33.4% for 
children under five years of age, and 30.7% for 
children between the ages of five to 17. US. 
poverty rates were lower still, at 13.1% for all 
persons and 17.9% for all children. As of 1990 
state and nation as a whole in terms of poverty. 
Poverty among the Black and other mmority 
populations within the parish was much more 
widespread than it was among the majority 
White population (table 28). Past data on 
imcome, employment, and poverty in the parish 
imdicate that Natchitoches Parish as a whole 
and minority populations im particular were 
economically disadvantaged. In 1993, 29.4% 
of all people im the parish were considered 
poor. This was a slight improvement over the 
1990 situation. 
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TaBLe 25: NATCHITOCHES PaRisH, EARNINGS BY INDUSTRY FOR 1996 

































































Agricuitural Services, Forestry, Fishing $3,426 | 0.94% 
"Mining $144 0.04% 
Construction $33,587 9.23% 
Manufacturing, Nondurabie Goods $48,607 13.35% 
Manufacturing, Durable Goods $17,696 4.86% 
Transportation and Pubiic Utiites $16,015 4.40% 
Wholesale Trade $12,312 3.52% 
Retail Trade $37,058 10. 18% 
Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate $8,354 2.29% 
Services $65,397 17.96% 
Federai Civilian Government $6,722 1.85% 
Federal Military $2,051 0.56% 
State and Local Government $86,232 23.49% 
Total $364,044 100.0% 
SOURCE: Bureau of Economic Analysis. 


TABLE 26: Major EMPLOYERS IN NATCHITOCHES Parish (2001) 



































































































































TT) 
_ 300 
160 
800 
430 
500 
35 
407 
270 
300 
70 
60 
| 130 
SOURCE: Natchitoches Area Chamber of Commerce. 
TABLE 27: PERCENTAGE OF PERSONS LIVING BELOW 
THE NATIONAL POVERTY LEVEL BY AGz — 1999 
Under 5 47 V% 33.4% 
5-17 443% W.7% 
[8-64 23.4% 19 6% 
65 and above 3.9% 24.1% 
All Persons 33.9% 23.6% 
SOURCES: Northwestern State University. Smail Business Deveiopment Center. and LS. 
Bureau of the Census. 
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All Persons 











I 23.6% 





SOURCES: Northwestern Stare University, Smail Business Development Center. and U.S. Bureau of the 


Census. 


The city of Natchitoches is the focal point for 
tourism within the parish. The ciry is large 
enough so that most necessary visitor services 
can be found here. The parisit has exght hote!/ 
motei(s) and 24 bed-and-breakfast establish- 
ments providing 436 rooms. There are also 
three recreational vehicle parks. A number of 
restaurants, gas stations, craft and souvenir 
shops, as weil as other retail establishments, 


offer goods and services desired by the 
vacationimg public. The usual public services 
(for a city of its size) are available, including 
an §4-bed general hospital. Besides its historic 
ambiance, the city has the vitality and verve of 
a university town because Northwestern State 
University, with its educational and cultural 
resources as weil as an undergraduate and 
graduate student body of aimost 9,000 
students, is here. 
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This analysis of environmental consequences 1s 
an integral part of the pianning process and a 
requirement of the National Environmental 
Policy Act. The potential effects of the three 
aiternanives on cultural and natural resources, 


These effects provide a basis for companng the 
advantages and disadvantages of the 
alternanives. 


Impact analysis discussions are orgamzed by 
resource topic and then by alternative under each 
topic. A descmption of the methodoiogies used 
in the environmentai impact analysis precedes 
discussions of the impacts. For each alternative 
analysis under a topic, there is aiso an analysis 
of the potential cumudative impacts, foilowed by 
a conciusion statement. 


Because the alternatives are conceptual, their 
potential consequences can be addressed only in 
ee Saye 


dinons of the hemtage area. These are addressed 
under the analyses of cumuidafive impacts. 


METHODOLOGY 
The general methodoioxy used for analyzing 


impacts is common to ail resource topic areas 
and is descnbed below. A specific methodology 
for the individual topic areas — cuitural 
resources, natural resources, land use. 
socioeconomic environment — is descnbed in 
sections on each of those topics. 


Each resource topic area includes a discussion of 
duranon, and type of impact. The context of an 
impact inciudes consideration of whether the 


impact would be locai or regionai. The intensity 
of each impact was ranked as negligibie. minor, 
moderate, or mayor. The duration of an impact 
wouid be e:ther short term (temporary) or long 
term (permanent). The type of impact would be 
either beneficial or adverse to the natural, 
cultural, or social environment. 


Pursuant to NEPA requirements, the impact 
analyses for alternative | (the “status quo” 

this alternative in the year 2020 to exisung 
conditions in the year 2000. The impact analyses 
for the “acnion” alternatives (alternatives 2 and 
3) compare the achon alternative in the year 
2020 to exisung conditions (the status quo 
alternative) in the year 2020. 


Tabie 6, near the end of the “Planning Alterna- 
aves” chapter, presents a summary of the key 
potential impacts of impiementing the 
alternatives. 


CUMULATIVE IMPACT SCENARIO 


According to reguiations deveioped by the 
Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ). 
reguianon | 508.7. a cumulative impact is the 
impact on the environment which results from 
the incremental impact of the acon when added 
to other past, present, and reasonably foresee- 
abie future acnions regardless of what agency 
(federal or nonfederai) or person undertakes 
resuit from individuaily minor but collectively 
sigmificant actions taking piace over a penod of 
ume. 


To determine potential cumuiative impacts, 
many projects were identified that might be 
undertaken by the National Park Service: the 
U.S. Forest Service; the U.S. Fisit and Wildlife 
them here, piease refer to the “Rejauucnsinp to 
Other Planning Efforts” secnon for an overview 























ENMIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES 


of pians by other agencies and organizations. 
Plans and activities. by entities such as local 
those pians and activities that are most likely to 
have a compounding effect when considered 
with the actions of each alternative are outlined 
at the end of this discussion. The commission 
has no control over the actions of these public 
and private entites; however, it does have a 
mandate to work in partnership with these 
entities to find ways to preserve and enhance 


_ al inti on 
idennfied in the “Reianonsinp to Other Planning 
Efforts” secnon inciude the (oilowing: 


e Seven new subdivisions within the 
hertage area have been approved since 
about |994. These subdivisions are for 
conventional and mobile homes and are in 
various stages of development. These 
include Plantanon Pointe (| | 5 lots), 
Starlight Pointe (26 lows), Bermuda Estates 
(23 lots), Meirose Bend (31 lots), and 
Southwood Estates umt #1 (52 lots), umt 
#2 (19 lots), and unit #3 (54 lots). Lot sizes 
range from 0.5 to 2 acres. 


@ In 1995 the city annexed more than |0 
square mies south of Natchitoches. The 
purpose of this annexation is to attract new 
industry and provide an industmai cormdor 
between the south side of Natcintoches and 
49. This corndor is west of and directly 
adjacent to the very northwest edge of the 
herntage area. 
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e There are five interstate interchanges that 


northernmost interchange (exit 13%) at LA © 
was annexed by the city and designated a 
Gateway and Special Corndor Distnet. It is 
now a mayor locus of moteis, fast-food 
establishments, and gas stanons. The 


Two mayor roads that connect the gateway 
city of Natchitoches wath the hentage area 
are Keyser Avenue (LA 494) and LA | 
Business. Keyser Avenue recently was 
widened from a two-lane to a five-lane 
urban cross section for about |.3 mies to the 
eust corporate limits of the city. Also, a one~ 
lane widemmng of the Keyser Avenue Bndge 
over Cane River ts scheduied to begin in 
2001. Keyser Avenue is one of the city’s 

a vanety of local, regronai, and nanonai 
existing or planned. Also, LA | Business 
has seen substantiad new commercial 
development in recent yeurs. A state project 
proposes to widen LA | Business from two 
lanes to five lanes about 2.| miles south 
from Keyser Avenue to just north of LA |. 
Also, the Cane River Bndge in south 
Natchitoches neur the intersection of State 
Route |223 and LA | Business is siated to 
be widened from two to five lanes due to 


anuicipated growth in the industmai sector. 

















The assessment of impacts on the cuiturai 
resources in the Cane River Nanonai Hertage 
Area was made in accordance with reguiations 
of the Advisory Council on Histone Preserva- 
uon (36 CFR 300) impiemenung section |06 of 
the Nanonai Histomc Preservanon Act. Data in 
the Draft Cudturai Landscape Inventory and 
Assessment (NPS |997) aiso were used to heip 
with aties [Il and [V of the park s establisinng 





To be consistent wath the requirements of the 
Nanonai Environmental Policy Act. the effects 
on cuiturai resources are aiso descmbed (in the 
conciusion sections for each alternative) in terms 
intended to convey the duration, intensity. and 
beneficial or negative nature of potential effects. 
The intensity of the umpacts is defined as 
follows: 


Nexgligibie: The impact wouid be barely 
percepubie and not meusurabdie. Sigmf- 
cant character-defining attmbutes of |s- 
nonai putental of archeviogrcai 
resources) would not be appreciabiy 
diminished or enfanced by the under- 
taking or resource protection meusure. 


Minor: The impact wouid be percepubie 
and meusurabie. The effects would remain 
localized and confined to a singie ciement 
contnbunng to the sagmficance of a larger 
histone or cuiturad area. Resource protec - 
non measures would resuit in a linmted 
degree of cuiturai resource preservation. 





LSI 


IMPACTS ON CULTURAL RESOURCES 


adequate 


oreservation. 


Major. The action would resuit in a sub- 
stantai and highly nouceabie change in 
character~defining features of histone 

ly invoiving a large group of contmbuung 
properties. Resource protection measures 
would resuit in a compreftensive or 
substannaily enhanced degree of cultural 
resource preservation. 


of cuiturai resource 


Because of the strong connection between land 
use and cu/turad landscapes, most anal vsis on 
culturai landscapes is in the follow.ag “fmpucts 
om Land Uses, Cultural Landscapes, and 
Regional idenuty” secon. 


REGULATIONS AND POLICIES 


The hemtage area Commission, im its status as a 
nunreguiatory federal .ommmssion, is required (o 
adhere to federal laws and polices as appiicabie 
to hentage area management. Regarding 
commission actions that would affect cuiturai 
resources, these laws wouid inciude the Antqui- 
ues Act of 1906 ( 1@ USC 431), the Nanonai 
Histone Preservation Act of 1966, as amended 
(10 USC 470), the Nanenai Environmental 
Policy Act of 1969. as amended (42 USC 432). 
4331,4332), the Ancheviogseal Resources 
Protecnom Act of 1979 1@ USC 470), and the 
Repainatiom Act of 1990(25 USC 3001). in 
addition, the management of cuiturai resources 
is guided by the Advisory Counc: on Histone 
Preservation s impiemenung reguianons 
regarding “Protection of Histome Properties’ | +6 
CFR 300) and the Secretary of the Intertor 
Standards for the Treatment of Historw 
Propernes (1995) and Guidelines for the 
Treatment of Cultural Landscapes ( |996). 

















ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES 
ALTERNATIVE A —STATUS QUO 


Amaiysis: 


The ongoing efforts of the hemtage area 
commmssion to ailocate its limited funding to 
give research and preservation grants (o various 
orgamzations are contmbutng to the long-term 
protection of a few stone sites and some 
additonal documentation of !ocai cuiturai 
coordinated partnersiip approach to research 
resources would continue to rece:ve little or no 
assistance. 


Commussion efforts to offer some visitor 
information (a hentage area brochure, new 
signs, and a hemtage area logo) would begin to 
establish some public awarencss of the hertage 
area and its resources. The commmssion 's limited 
funuing and staffing probabiy wouid prevent 
comprehensive or consistent distmbuton or use 
of these media. 


Commission spensorsinp and funding of some 
education projects would begin to deveiop 
pubdiic understanding about the story and 
sigmficance of the regron and its —uiturai groups. 
With limited funds and ne ove rail coordinated 
interpretavon efforts wouic De limited and 
reactive to local requests and wouid lack 
effectiveness in aciheving long~ierm hentage 
education and preservation goais. 


Retuming (he Current configuranon of the 
Dertage area boundary would net resoive the 
'ssues identfied cartier — chat the boundary 1s 
somewhat artitrary, ¢xciudes other cuiturai 
‘andscapes that contmbute to the sigmficance of 
‘he area 5 hemtage, cuts through the maddie of 
Tany propernes, does not align with any mayor 
ofysicai feagures, and is not easily ident: fed on 
the ground. This situamon would conunue to 
nake it difficuit for potentuai hentage area 
oartners and landowners to know wat lands are 
‘o be managed for protecnion and who can 
receive assistance. With the exciusion of other 
cuiturai landscapes contuunuing, (here ts a greater 









potential for the long-term loss of resources 
directly linked io the Instory and impertant 
stones of the hemtage area. 


Conciusen 


Cultural resources wouid not be adversely 
affected by ongoing henmtage area commission 
acnons. The limited funding and staffing of the 
hentage area Commussion would continue [to 
resuit in negiigsdie to minor short~erm and long- 
‘erm improvements in the documentation and 


commussion § ability to bmng about a compre- 
wouid suil be limited. Eventuaily ts couid lead 
to the loss of those charactemsucs that set the 
area apart as a disunctive landscape and national 
hentage area. 


Cumuianve impucts 


independent research, preservation, and 
educanonai efforts in the past. or such efforts are 
ongemg or are pianned for the future. These 
efforts contmbute sigmficantly to knowledge 
about, and the lone~erm protection of, 4 vanety 
of cuiturad resources and (radifoms in the 
hentage area or in (he surrounding region that 
are (hemancaily ved to the history of the 
Dentage area. in addition (o the limited actions 
of the hemtage area Commission, research is 
Demng conducted or contracted by the Nanonai 
Park Service, area umversities such as 

Siate Unversity, and other state enuties such as 
the state hstomc sites of Los Adaes and Fort 
Jesup (see “Rejanonsinp to Other Planmng 
Efforts”). This research commutes to the 
regronai depository of knowledge about (he 
sigmficance of certain resources in and around 
the hemtage area and resuits in mor to mayor 


























long-term beneficial effects on these cuiturai 
resources. 


The preservation of many cultural resources 
exampie, the Navonai Park Service would 
proceed wath preservation activities at Oakland 
preservation groups would continue to raise 
funds and invest in ‘nstome properties such as 
the Kate Chopin House, the Badin-Roque 
House, Meirose Plantation, and others. The city 
of Natcintoches, the histome distmct commission, 
and histone landmark distinct residents would 
continue their efforts to protect the integmty of 
the distmet. The siaff at the state histone sites of 
Los Adaes, Fort Jesup, and Fort St. Jean 
Baptiste would Cuntinue to pursue the protection 
of those cuifural resources. In addition, many 
hertage ar:a landowners wouid continue to 
invest in Caesar histome properties and contmbute 
to the overall integmty of the regron’s cuiturad 
resources. The cumuiattve resuit of ai! of these 
independent preservation activities is the long- 
term miner \o mayor beneficial effect on many of 
the region's cuiturai resources. 


Public knowledge about the sigmificance of the 
region $ hemtage resources and traditions would 
continue (o be enfanced by interpretive and 
educational programs offered by tne Louisiana 
State Museum, the Natonai Park Service, the 
U.S. Forest Service, Northwestern Siate Univer- 
efforts putenuaily could contmbute to public 
understanding of and support for cuiturai 
resource protection. 





As noted above, ail these independent efforts 
contmbute (> cultural resource protection in the 
Dreservauon projects receive no regional promty 
or coordination. As a result, there are areas of 
research, educanon, cuimurai conservation, anu 
atenuon. This situation wouid resuit in (a) the 
potenttal negiect and permanent loss of cuiturai 
resources through 4 lack of awareness about 


tS3 


impacts on Cudturai Resources 


resource sigmificance or (>) the inability to 
compet: for research and preservauen doilars 
because of inadequate documentanon. For 
exampie, one of the must incompiete areas of 
research has been cthnog apity. 


Certain ethnograpine .csources and less tangrbie 
expressions of locai custure (such as adiions, 
oral history, and foikways) would graduaily be 
lost because there would be ne coordinated 
effort to record these histones and foikways or 
to find avenues for the practice and teaching of 
these traditions. Occasionaily there are proyects 
that heip document some histones and traditions, 
but this contanued patchwork approach would 
eventually resuit in the loss of some resources. 
Ths would have iong-term, moderate (o mayor 
adverse impacts on certain resources. 


Other areas of research that have been limited 
are archeviogicai research on prehistome and 
French settlement, carly indigo and tobacco 
piantatens, and ante- and pustbeilum cotton 
piantaions. Adequate documentation is lacking 
for many cuiturai landscapes and many 
snddivcidten inane 


Because the hemtage area is mostly in pnvate 
ownersinp, landowners continue to make 
decisions on how best to use ther land and 
deveiop their properties. Over ume, some of 
these decisions have resulted in changes in land 
use. The most dramatic and visible change is the 
conversion of agncuiturai land uses (to higher 
density development, purticuiariy along the 
upper Cane River. Many of these land use 
changes are linked to changing agmecuitural 
market trends and land vaiues. In the past |O 
years there has been a surge in subdivision 
approvais and deveiopment in the hemtage area. 
The pamsh has approved seven new subdivisions 
in the hemtage area since about 1994. This trend 
wouid be likely to continue (hroughout (he 
hentage area, although probably at 4 siower rate 
Decause the new subdivisions appear to be 
ampiy meeting current demand for new housing. 
The greatest concentranon of development is 
occurmng ciose to the city of Natchitoches and 
near ibe upper Cane Rover. Agncuiture wouid be 

















the langest land use affected, especsaily crop and 
pastureiand. 


A long~term impact wouid be the graduai loss of 
parts of the iradienai land uses and cultural 
landscapes that beiped to disunguish Us area as 
important and resuited in national recogmton 
from Congress. These activates potentially 
wouid resuit in longerm moderate to mayor 
adverse impacts on the integrity of some cuiturai 


landscapes in the hentage area, especiaily those 


near the upper Cane Rover. 


Adjacent to the northwest comer of the hentage 
aca, the city is developing its industmai 
cvendor. Although a sigmificant land area was 
i uside for this use, there is no way of knowing 
how much industmal business wouid be attracted 
to the area, what type of indusines wouid settie 
there, and how much employment wouid be 
generated. However, it can be assumed that (here 
would be increased demand for spinoif deveiop- 


development, and commercial development 
continues to grow on the east and south ends of 
have a gh potential in the long term to generate 
additonal traffic in and around the hertage area. 
Ths trend could cause short-term and long-term 
structures, and other cuiturai resources that 
contribute to the area s sigmiicance. 


ALTERNATIVE B- 
PRESERYV ATION EMPHASIS. 

Amalysis: 

Under ths alternative the herttage area Commis-~ 
sion would heip coordinate 4 visitor information 


program amoung partners suciy 4s the (our:st 
commassion, Cane River Creoie Natonai 


Histomcal Park, the state hstome sites, and local 
quality, quanuty, and distrbuuen of informabun 
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be informed and educated about the sigmficance 
of the area and why it 1s being protected. In 
additen, the commission’ s active partnersinp in 
the jomt visitor center would ensure a central 
puint of good quality information and inierpre~ 
uve services for the hentage area, heiping to 
build a base of pubiic support for resource pro- 


preservation, These actions would potentuaily 


vation efforts more equaily to hemtage area 

thus heipmg to prevent further negiect and loss 
of certain resources. This would have long~ierm 
moderate to major beneficial effects on cultural 


improve the herttage area $ cultural resource 
inventory and baseiine data, which would 
provide a way to measure the amount of change 
(o Cudturai resources over ume. Having 
comprefiensive baseiine data would increase 
pubiic awareness of preservation needs and 
improve the partnersinp s ability to effectively 
compete for preservation doilars. 


The emphasis on protecting cultural resources 
and research wouid extend to better documenta- 
non and conservation of the nentangsbdie expres- 
sons of Cane Rover culture such as waditions 
and orai nstenes. This would potentially have a 














compiexity of the area S cuiturai bemiage. 


Increased visitation to ihe hemiage area coud 
resuil in mer to moderate shortenm and long- 
term adverse effects on the area $ cuiturai 
meaning or quality of these events to local 
peupie. Just the presence of more peopie and 
traffic im the area couid disrupt locai lifestyies, 
and Changes in land uses Couid resuit in the loss 
of ethnegrapine resources (hat hoid special 
meaning to different groups. These impacts 
could be partiaily migated in several ways. 
First, Demtage area assistance in genealogy, vrai 
wouid heip local groups record and comserve 
interpretive services about (he region $ cuitures 
and ther traditiens and ceteDravons, wiih 
information abuut how he visiting public Could 
expenence local Cuiture wath mnumum 
intrusion. 


Adjusung (he heniage area boundary to inciude 
about 71 .0OU more acres Could umprove the 


resources. This change would add the Old Rover 
Rover agncuiturai lands (as identified on ine 
Cultural Landscape map), as weil as large 
sections of the cuiturad landscapes of (he [sie 


features rather tian ihe armirary concept of ©! 
mie on esther side of Cane Raver.” This change 
would have ne ceguiatory impact on the |and- 
owners imide (be Ooundary. Rather. mere 
landowners would be adie to couse to 

area partnersinp programs, inciuding [nana 
and techmeai assistance. Ts would resuil in 
more areas Demy adie lo receive preservation 
assistance (han would De avaiiabdie in 


impacts um kuru Resomsecs 


aitermauves A and C. The petentiad resuit would 
De moderate |ong-ierm benefits for cuiturai 
cesources nrougnuut an expanded heniage aica 
“egron. 


The peientiai for the cuitunai landscape to be 
impacte i by graduai increases in Waific and 
Mudbocabens such as widened roads, parking 
‘ots, and puilotts weouid be less Uhan in he other 


and RVs to use LA | rather than the mover roads 
would reduce visual impacts on (he rurai 
landscape. The avaiadiiity of shuttie Duses 
wouid heip muderate traffic leveis and intrusions 
inte the cuiturai landscape. 


ete 


Alternaive 8 would resuil in jong-ierm 
inedersie to mayor Deneficial effects Dy 
preserving and Conserving Cuitural resources 
(Nrough improved research and pudiic 
information aod educational oppurtumiles, ad 
Dy setting preservation promties, Ocaung 
funding sources, and finding Couperative 
wiubens (hat would heip distmduie meney and 
preservaion efforts mure equaily to Denmtage 
afea resources (inciuding owners of prvaie 
property). These actions would heip prevent 
further neglect wed ‘oss of Langdie and intangr- 
De resuurces. Some reseurces probably suil 
would be lom, but fewer (han under aitermainve \ 
and probably fewer (han under ailermaiive C 
Decuuse uiternave B would improve cuucuuon 
and pubic awareness of (he Demefits uf pre- 
serving Cuiturad features. Increasing (Ne ze and 
improv g the boundary coniigurauen of (ie 
oppurtumbes [or Comprefensi veiy protecting, 
wheie cuiturad landscapes caiier (has jus parts 
of several. More jandowners wouid have acess 











would be augmented by current or future 
actions by other organizations or individuals. As 
noted under “Reiatvionsiup to Other Planmng 
Efforts,” there ane ongoing pians and actions by 
federal, state. and local agencses and by local 
are research being conducted or contracted by 
as Northwestern State Unmversity and Louniana 
State University. and other state entities such a> 
(he state Mistome sites. This research, suinbiied 


of resources in and around the heriage area, 
including the legacy of local faimites, commum- 
ves, and ethmec groups. The cumulative resuil of 
(ms research would potentaily be long~erm 
moderate (to mayor beneficial effects on the 
comservauion and preservauion of Cane River 
hentage resources “Ye research aiso would heip 
bwid pmde ir er for protecting local 
landmarks, !m . »  avfacts, and tradihons. 


Cultural resources would continue to be 
preserved throughout the region. For exampie, 
extensive preservation activilies at Oakland and 
Un groups would continue to muse funds and 
invest in Instone properties such as the Kate 
Chepim House, the Badin-Roque House, Meirose 
Plantanen, and others. The city of Natcintoches, 








efforts to protect the iniegrmiy of the distinct. The 
staff at the state bistome sites of Los Adaes, Fort 
Jesup, and Fort St. Jean Baptiste aise would 
contunue lo pursue Ute protection of Cuitunai 
resuunces, and many hentage arca landowners 
weuild Continue (o invest in hear histone 
properttes and conimDuie tv the overall integrity 
of the regron 5 cudturai resources. The 
curmiative effects [rom ai! these independent 
substantial preservation program propused in 
ims aiternative, would be long-ierm moderate (o 
mayor Deneficial effects on the integrity of many 
of the regron s cuiturai resources. 


Pubic knowledge avout the sigmficance of (he 
regrom S hentage resources anu traditions would 
be improved by interpretive and educational 
programs offered by ‘he Loumana State 
Museum, the Navonai Park Service, the U.S. 
Ferest Service, Northwestern State University. 
the Creoie Herttage Center, state and local 
preservauion orgamZations, and otters. A 
moderate conimbuuon to ibe many programs of 
other agenaies and orgamzations would result 
from the Ccommssion s potential educational 
sermnars and trom Ue improvement of 
information and interpretive services at a joint 
visitor Center via an interpretive wayside systen 
along the mver, as weil as [rom vanous other 
actions. Ad] these combined actions could have a 


facts would continue to be modified, degraded, 
or lost through decisions made by owner: of 
property in and adjacent to the hertage areca 
about how to develop ihe properties and 
(through changes in land uses, partecuiarly aiong 
Cane Raver. The current trend of new suddivi- 
yon development in Lhe hemtage area, wiih 
approved since | 994, wouid be expected to 
continue, and as the city s development of its 
industrad Corndor at (he northeast edge of the 
hentage area proceeded, there would be 
increased Gemand tor spinvif residenuai ind 
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commercial development. There is a ngh 
putenval lor ihe iniersiaic interchanges 
eventual y to be deveicped for commercial 


In respense to potentzal increases in visiaon 
and demands for services, property owners 
mmght adapt histome structures for commercial 
uses such as [ood service and lodging. The 
adaptive use of any histome structure could. 
resuil in the remewal of stone fabme inal is Loo 
detemoraied and must be replaced to preserve the 
structure of to allow the sumucture (9 serve a 


imiper (0 mayor adverse unpacts on cuilurad | 


to miugaie some of the adverse impacts of future 
development by working with local and state 
agenoies lo encourage We locaen of Commer- 
oral development in locations (hat histonecaily 
were commercial nodes, such 4s in the com- 
mumbes of Clouterviiie, Derry, and Natchez. 


its members would heip to brag landowners and 
inmieresied partes Logether to find crealive ways 
(o proiect Cuitunad landscapes and other 
resources. Simategres ese groups mmght be able 
lo employ, depending on thew expertise and 
legal authority, could inciude techmeal assis~ 
(anee, CoUperative agreements, cunservalion 
casements, grants, aa incentives such as pure 
acquimiiun of land interests. These actions 
would have a long-~ienm beneficial effect of 
gradually increassng (he percentage of protected: 
cultura’ landscapes un Ube Deniage area and 
possibly reducing the amount and rate of land 
use Cunvermon to residential subdivisions oF 


viher ngher density Jeveiopment. 


Having 4 langer land area viihin the heritage 
area Duundary wouid mean (hai more resvurces 
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Impacts on Cussurai Resources 


could be Canmed oul (han under aitematives A or 


Under aitermainve C the bemiage area commis- 
sam weenibitaie: tin ati neenGnaaee 
effort net oniy would heip unpreve the quality, 
quantity, and distnduBon of infonrmaken about 
the heniage area, bul would target a wader cross 
section of the popuiauon, The commision s 
active partnersinp at ibe jomt visiior cenier 
would give vissiors 4 ceninal puit for rece: ing: 
high-quality informavon for the hentage area. 
All these activities would expose 4 greaier pro- 
perton of the public to the vaiues and benefits 
of the area and heip busid a base of public 


The commission 5 efforts to support and coor 
improve the long-term protection of hentage 
and funding would heip distrbuie money and 
preservaiion efforts more equaily pannep 
sation, theme enntinn iettensasinehandin 
loss Of Certaan resources. However, marketing. 
and promuien ciforts would resuil in a langer 
propertion of avaiabie funds and stalf being 
directed to these actives than in aitermaave 3B. 








The hentage area would encompass 4 sinailer 
land base in alternative C than in alternative B. 
so lewer resources would be eligrdie for 
protection, As a resuil, fewer cuitunai resources 
wouid be protected than under ailermative B, out 
more (han under ailermatve A 


Retaamng the current configunaivien of the ben- 
lage area Duundary would not reseive (he issues 
deniafied carer: (4) the boundary 1s somewhat 
arbitrary. (b) the alignment exciudes viber 
culturai landscapes (hat contmbuie to the 
ugmiicance of the heritage of (he area, (c) it cuts 




















through the middle of many properties. (d) it 
and (¢) if 1s not easily idennfied on the ground. 
This situation would continue to make it difficult 
for potential heritage area partners and 
landowners to know what lands are m the 

With adjacent cultural landscapes contmumng [to 
be excluded. there would be a greater potential 
for the long-term loss of heritage resources. 


comserving the nontangsbie expressions of Cane 
Rover culture. such as traditions and oral 
hestomes. Thess would have a long-term beneficial 
effect by retammng the och complexity of the 
areas hertage. The enhanced marketing efforts 
of thes alternative and antcypated mcreased 
visitation to the hentage area could bring 
financial benefits to some people but would 
resuit m sumor to moderate short-term and lone- 
term adverse effects on some of the area s 
events could become tourtst aftractons. thus 
altering the meaning or quality of these events to 
local people. Just me presence of more people 
and traffic m the area cowld desrupt local 
iefestytes. and changes m land uses could rewit 
wn the loss of ethmographac resources that hoid 
special meaning to different groups. These 
mmpacts could be partially matgated im severai 
ways. First. heritage ata assustamce m 
genealogy. oral hestory proyects. and 
ethnographic research would heip local groups 
record amd conserve thew hertage and tradwons 
Second. hertage areca sates would offer 

regon $ cultures and the traditions and 

visiting pebiec could respect local radrmoms and 
imtrusion. Care maght be taken to jemet 
parhcipation m some events to local resadents. 





The commuesszon s efforts to promote the regoon 
amd enhance visor opportunites cowid result in 
hegher leveis of vrsatamon and aff than nm 
ahernanrves A and B Thess could lead to the con- 
structor of more parking areas and puiloffs in 
the herttage area to accommodate visitamon anc 


could sumulate more commercial development 
such as food and lodging estabirshments than 
alternatives A and B. These changes would 
mcrease the potential for mmor to moderate 
adverse impacts on cultural resources such as 
landscapes and archeological and ethnographic 
resources. The visual umpacts of traffic on the 
rural landscape would be reduced by msntuting 
an information program to direct through-traffic 
and large vehscies such as buses and secreanionai 
vehicles to LA |. Developing a shuttle bus 
system would heip to moderate traffic levels and 
mmpacts on cultural landscapes. 


Widenmmg the roads that connect LA | wath the 
nmver roads would have some mumor to moderate 
adverse mpacts on the character of these rural 

roads and on the landscapes m whuch they are 

located. 


Developmg a smail outhyimg visitor contact 
faculty m Derry would place a sew development 
m an identfied cultural landscape The commus- 
wor would consult with appropnate agencies 
and the commumasty to ensure sensative place- 
ment of the cenfer to mutigate cultural resource 


resources probably stil would be lost. but fewer 
than under alternatrve A. The effects from 
ompiementing aiternave C would be a 
substantial improvement from aiternatve 4. Sut 
‘here would potenmai}y de substanmaily ics 
Drotechon than the benefits that would result in 
alternative B due t© greater mvestment m the 


preservanon program m aiternatve B and the 

















broader protecnon possidie with an expanded 
boundary 


heghest leveis of tourism and waffic compared to 
alternanves A and B. This waffic would 
potentially disrupt the wadionai rural lnfestyies 
and cultural events of some cultural groups. 
Some impacts could be mungated by estabirshing 
a shuttle system, managing traffic. and 
spomsonmg programs and proyects to hip 
document and support local cultural hertage 








( amutative impacts 


would be augmented by current or future 
actions by other orgamirzafoms or indrviduais As 
noted under ~Retamonshup to Other Planning 
Efforts.” there are ongowg plums and achons by 
federal. tafe. and bocal agencies and local 
preservation orgamizafons. Some of these 
achoms are research bemg conducted or 
contracted by the Namonal Park Service. area 
umrverwmes such as Northwestern State Un 
enomes such as the state hrstomc sates. Thes 
research. comibuned wth the research sponsored 
Dy the COmmmussion. sould Comtmbuee sustan- 
nally to the regonal depository of know iedgre 
about the sagmeficance of resources m and around 
the hertage arca. mctuding the legacy of local 
famubes. Comumumetes. and cthmec groups The 
cumulanve dDeneficial effect of thes esearch 
woutd be long-term moderate © Major omprove. 
ments m the Cunservanon and preservamon of 
Came Rover Rertage resources in addon. ‘he 
research would heip tc encourage pode im. anc 
seppor for protecting jocai landmark: 
landscapes. artifacts amc Tadmmors 


Cultural cesources would comtmur tw Dr 
preserved throughout! he region For ciampirc 
the Naponal Park Service would proceed wah 
CUlensive preservanon actrees 2 Outland anc 
Magnoua Plantapons and festonc prescr apor 
oEps «cuit Commmur to ‘ane funds md eves 
® festomc propernes act as the Ker Chop 


i's 


impacts on Cudtural Resources 


House. the Badim-Rogue House. Meirose 
Plantanon, and others. The city of Natchitoches, 
efforts to protect the mtegmty of the distinct. The 
staff at the state hustonc sates of Los Adaes, Fort 
Jesup. and Fort St. Jean Bapmste would continue 
to pursue the protection of those cultural 
resources. Many landowners m the hertage areca 
would commaue to mvest m thew hsstonc 
properties. contmbuting to the overall mtegrnty of 
the regron s cultural resources. The cumulanve 
effect of all of these mdependent preservation 
proposed im thes alternative. would be long-ierm 
moderate to mayor benefits for the meegmty of 
many cultural resources m the regoon. 


Pubic knowledge about the sagmeficance of the 
regpom 5 Rerttage resources and radipors would 
commmue to be enhanced Dy mieTpretive and 
educatonai programs offered by the Lousiana 
State Museum, the Namonail Park Service. the 
U.S. Forest Sermce. Northwestern Stare Une- 
versaty. the Creole Hertage Center. sate and 
jocal preservahon orgamszafors. and offers 4 
modgerafe Conmmbunon Dy fe Commusszon fo (ic 
many other programs of offer agencies and 
Orgamzanors «ould resuit from improved 
imformanon and mferpretive servaccs & 4 jot 
vIsafOr COMEcr via 2) MGeTpretve wayede system 
atong Me over. as well as from vanows offer 
achors. All these comfuned achons could have 2 
moderate (©) major long-term Deneficw effect ov 
OREM Pulng (Oo putt ungersiamiing f anc 
wappor for Cudturai ccsowrce protechon 


Culmural landscapes. @ructares. sates. and art) 
tacts would Conmmur to be modified. degrade. 
Of (oN rough decrssoms made Oy owners 
property = and adjacem! & Me fervage wea 
about 2ow to deveiop Rew properties anc 
throug? changes m as wad uses urtacuta©r’, 
ajomg Came Bower The corres wend of ace 
wRGrvtsor Gevciopment m Me wrtagr wea 
wah seven ace cowucnnal devciopmnmt favme 
fern approved ance (9S4 would De expected 
conmmee. and 2 @e Cty + Gewciogment of a 
n@usinal cormgor x Ge worteas cdgr ¥ (fe 
aertagr ata proceeded. here would Oe nore 
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development. There is 2 high potennai for the 
mtersate mterchanges eventually to be 
developed for commercial services. 


in response ‘o pofential increases in visitation 
and demands for services, property owners 

uses such as food service and lodging. The 
adapnve use of amy histome structure couid 
resuit m the removai of hustorc fabnc that is too 
detenorated and must be replaced to preserve the 
structure or to allow the structure to serve 2 
unknown archeologica! resources. 


All hese wends Save the long-term potennai to 
reswit m menor to mapor adverse umpacts on 
cultural landscapes. Dustome structures. or 
archeoiogsc:u and ethnographic resources that 
commnbute to the area s sagnaficance. The 
lommmssion would Reip to mutgate some of the 
adverse impacts of future development by 
working with local anc state agencies to cncour- 
age the locamon of commercial development in 


nodes, such as im the communities of 


Although the commussion cannot purchase land. 
if$ members would heip to bing landowners and 
imterested parties together to find creative ways 
to protect cultural landscapes and other 
resources. Strafegses these groups might be abie 
to employ. depending on thew expertise and 
legal authonty. could include techmicai assis- 
tance, Cooperative agreements, conservation 
easements, grants, tax incentives such as pure 
preferennail assessment. revolving funds, and the 
acquisition of land interests. These actions 
would have a long-term beneficial effect of 
gradually mcreasing the percentage of protected 
cultural landscapes in the herntage area and 
possibly reducing the amount and rate of land 
use Conversion to residennal subdivisions or 
other higher density development. in this 
alternative. the retention of the current heritage 
area boundary would result im benefits to fewer 
resources from purtnersfrp assistance and in 
under alternatrve B 




















IMPACTS ON NATURAL RESOURCES 


The environmental impact analysis provides a 
natural resources of the heritage area from 
implementing each management alternative, as 
well as the expected level of degradation due to 
human use. Because most land in the hentage 
area is privately owned and being used for 
agriculture, information on many of the area’s 
natural resources 1s limuted. Avaslabie reports 
government agencies, including data on water 
and air quality, were used to help assess the 
potential impacts. 

To be consistent with the requirements of the 
National Environmentai Policy Act. the 
beneficial or adverse effects on natural resources 
that could be expected are described as to the 
type. duration, and intensity (as defined below) 
of each effect: 


Negligtbie: The effect would be detect- 
able but would have no pmncipai effect on 


Minor The effect would be detectabie but 
would not be expected to have an overail 
effect on natural community structure. 


Moderate. The effect would be cieariy 
detectable and could have an appreciabie 
effect on individual species dynamucs, 
community ecology (for exampie. the 
numbers of different kinds of fish 
present). or natural processes. 


Major The anon would resuit in a 
sudstannai. ughiy nonceabie influence on 
aaturai resources. Thess would mciude 
mpacts that would have 2 sudstannai 
effect on ndiwudual species. community 
ecology. or natural processes. 
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ALTERNATIVE A —-STATUS QUO 
Analysis 

Under this status quo alternative, the limited 
funding and staffing of the hentage area 
commussion wouid resuit in few actions that 
would affect natural resources in any measurabie 
negligible short-term adverse impacts on the 
sous and vegetation of a project site. Project 
activities such as the use of heavy equipment 
and the staging of construction mafenais would 
resuit in limated amounts of soi compaction, soil 
erosion and disturbance, vegetation trampling, or 
the removal of smail amounts of vegetanon. The 
limited number of education and technical 

heip fund (such as heiping landowners find ways 
to preserve their cultural landscapes) would have 
negligible to minor long-term beneficial effects 
on natural resources by heipmg maintain crop 
and pastureiand and the wildlife species they 
support. 





Visitamon to the hentage area would resuit in 
low-level mcreases in auto exhaust emissions. 
Because the air quality in this regyon is rated 
hgh (there is luetle industnal activity), these 
increases would not aftect air quality to the 
extent of causing non ftamment of standards for 
minor discomfort. 














ENVIRONMENT AL CONSEQUENCES 
Cumuiative Impacts 


that would be generated by hertage area visitors 
and people comung to other attractions of the 
region would have negiigibie to minor short- 
term and long-term adverse impacts on the 
overall air quaiity. This condimon could change 
“Relanonship to Other Planning Efforts”). 


The city of Natchitoches has annexed a large 
parcei of land adjacent to the heritage area as an 
industnai development corndor. Depending on 
the type and density of industmai business that 
may develop there, there is the potential for 
more poilution related to the additional traffic 
generated by these businesses, and the potential 
for stanonary-source poilugon from the 
businesses themselves. The possible duration 
and intensity of this added poiluton is not 
known at this Ome. 


ar quality of Natchitoches Pansh. For exampie. 
large volamle orgamic compound (VOC) 
emussion sources in Shreveport and Houston 
occasionally affect the parmsh s air quality, and 
the concentrations of ozone in Shreveport. 
Pansh may occasionally exceed federal 
standards in the near future. 


Prime Farmiand. Since |994_ seven 
subdivisions have been approved in the hentage 
area. These seven new subdivisions would resuit 
in the conversion of about 320 to 480 acres of 
mostly prime farmiand to fragmented parceis of 
deveiopment wouid affect oniy about | % of the 
total hentage area, if would represent 2 sudstan- 
cal change im the regron. especially the northern 
half of the hemtage area. ven the short ome- 
‘rame and the concentranmon of development 
near the Came Rover With litle w a0 coord 
aternanve. ts wend in development and 








thereby the loss of prime farmiand wouid be 
likely to continue, but the rate of loss cannot be 
predicted: it would be influenced by various 
factors, including land values and agncuitural 
market tends. This wend has the potential for 
moderate adverse impacts on pnme farmiand 


Soils, Vegetation, Wetlands, and Wildlife. The 
current trend of subdivision development in the 
wetlands, and wildlife. As noted in the 
discussion on pmme farmiand, the recent 
subdivision approvals would resvit in the 
fragmentation of about 320 to 480 acres into 
higher density development. It is not known how 
many more development applications may be 
received or approved by the parish planning 
commussion in the future. Within the city’s 
2,500 acres immediately south of the LA | 
Bypass whose land use had traditionally been for 
agricultural acuvities. The 1996 city/pansh 
master pian has idennfied 100 of those acres for 
immediate future development. 


Other areas of potential development are the 
interstate interchanges and the proposed east 
loop bypass around Nafcintoches that encompas- 
ses about | 600 acres. Most new development in 
and adjacent to the hentage area would affect 
row crops, pastureiand, orchards, and to a lesser 
extent, wooded areas. Such areas are corndors 
for wildhfe movement and sources of forage and 
stnps of mpanan woodlands, inciuding bottom- 
land hardwoods, along the Cane River, Old 

in the floodpiain are another common locanon 
for wooded wetlands. Grven that only about 
3.600 acres of bottomiand hardwood forest 
rerun in the regyon. amy fragmentation or loss 
of thes habrtat is of concern (see the discussion 
on wetlands m the “Affected Environment” 
chapter). The long-term impact would be the 
\oss of some food sources and habwat for certain 
types of wildlife that use cropiand and/or 
Dastureiand - Owds such as mourning dove. 
Doowhite quail. castern meadowiark. .orthern 
stinke. cattle egret. migratory waterfowl. and 
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other songbirds; mammais such as easier 
cottontail; and numerous repuies and 
ampibians. Migratory waterfow! wouid be 
affected by the loss of row crop areas that have 
standing water in fail and winter. This impact 
wouid be a long-term, minor to moderate, 
adverse impact. 


and future development could cause short+erm 
result in minor to moderate addimonai amounts 
of sit in local waterways and have minor 
adverse effects on fish habitat. Based on avail- 
abie land use mapping, the new development 
would be adjacent to and have the potenual to 
affec. a very smail percentage of wetlands 
within the heritage area (about 2% or less). State 
and locai requirements for contractors to adhere 
to standard best practices for erosion controi 
would heip to mitigate construction-reiated 
erosion and siltamon impacts on waterways and 
wetiands. 


If the Red River Wildlife Refuge estabiishes a 
presence in the hentage area, those lands would 
be managed to provide improved habitat for 
waterfowi. This could resuit in the restorafon or 
enhancement of wetlands. This would be a long- 
term, potentiaily moderate to mayor improve- 
ment in the amount and quality of wetiands 
between the Canc River and Red River. 


With increased popuiafon and more toumsm, 
and fishing, would increase on the upper Cane 
Rover. Thus merease would be singht to mod- 
erate. given the lumuted pubiic access along the 
over. Nevertheless, these changes probably 
would piace more pressure on resident fish 

be lhkely to cause amy umpertant umpact because 
of the reiamve heaith and abundance of current 
hsh popuiamons. Any future impacts on fish 
popuianons would De af least parnaily mugated 
fisting ceguianons. These impacts would De 
ong term, negingsdie to manor. and adverse. 


impacts on Natural Resource « 


Meedpiains. Viosi of the hemtage area is in the 
100-year and 500-year floodpiains of the Cane 
and Red Rivers: therefore, most hemtage area 

activities would occur in these floedpiains. 
Because there is extensive floed control 
encompassing hemtage area lands from the 
natural levees of the Cane River east to the Red 
River levee, activities im this part of the hentage 
area would not be likely to affect flooding 
conditions substannaily. There is no constructed 
flood protecnon for the hentage area lands west 
of the Cane River, so those lands are more 
subject to occasionai flooding. The pamsh has 
floodpiain to limit flood conditions and potential 
adverse impacts on the floodpiains. 


population and the graduai trend in increased 
visitanion to the heritage area and surrounding 
region would result in 2 minor to moderate 
amount of addimonai boating use of the Cane 
River and could contmbute to more nverbank 
erosion over the long term. Ongoing efforts by 
the walerway commmussion to reguiate boamng 
speeds would continue to heip mitigate potential 
damage and resuit in minor long-term adverse 
impacts. 

Increased amounts of hardened surfaces in and 
adjacent to the hertage area from past. present. 
and projected future industmal, commercial. and 
residential development would add to the 
amount of water runoff flowing into locai 
Given the poor dramage charactemsacs of the 
sous, tis added runoff not oniy would contmb- 
ute to minor flooding caused by standing water 
dunng rainy penods. Dut would result in a 
graduai |ong-term increase of runoff into the 
ufe (0 more sudden mses in floodway water 
leveis and addimonai erosion of the bunks of the 
iower Cane River and minor to moderate |ong- 


term impacts. 
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Analysis. The enlargement of the hemtage area 
to about | 16,000 acres and the successful 
protection of more cuiturai landscapes wouid 
resuit im less high-density development in the 
hentage area. This would potennaily resuit in 
less residential traffic and lower leveis of 

be a long-term munor beneficial effect on air 
quality conditions in the hemtage area. 


area and could attract more visitors to the region. 
This would resuit in more visitor traffic than in 
alternanve A. The resuiting higher leveis of 
emissions would be at least partly mitigated by 
the development of a shuttie system, winch 
could reduce the voiume of veincuiar traffic ana 
associated emissions in the hertage area. 
Shutties could be purchased that use cleaner 
burming fueis, such as propane, to heip reduce 
the effects of these vehucies’ emissions on the 
region $ air quaiity over the long term. This 
would resuit in negiigibie to minor short-term 
and |ong-term adverse impacts on the air quality 
of the hentage area. 


Dresei exhaust from idling buses and recrea- 
discomfort for visitors, an immediate and 
occasional impact on visitors af heritage areca 
sites. Managers of these sites couid mingate 
some of these umpacts by Ciscouraging divers 
from idling engines, parncuiariy on very warm 
days. 
Conciumea. Acnons Dy (he hentage area 
<OMmmussion :O protect Cuiturai landscapes 
‘rough 4 Doundary adjustment and vanous 
‘wnat the amount of deveiopment in the Dentage 
area. This would heip to reduce the potennai 


io 


amount of residential waffic and associated 
veincie emissions, which could resuit in |ong- 
term negiigibie to minor beneficial effects. 
improving the visitor expernence by successfuily 
and opportumifies wouid resuit in graduai 
increases in traffic and associated emissions. 
[mpiementing a shuttie system would partaily 
mitigate the effects of automodiie/RV emissions 
on local air quality. These acnons could resuit in 
long-term negiigibie to minor adverse impacts 
on the region’ $ air quality. 


Cumuiative Impacts. The additional vehicular 
emussions that would be generated by visitors to 
the hemtage area and to the other attracnons of 
the region would have negiigrbie to minor short- 
and long-term adverse impacts on the overail air 
on city and pamsh pians under “Reiatonsiup to 
Other Planning Efforts”). 


The city of Nufchtoches has annexed a large 
parce of land adj. -ent to the hertage area as an 
industnai development cormdor. Depending on 
the type and density of industnai business that 
deveiops there, there is the potential for more 
poilunon rejated to the addimonai traffic 
generated by these businesses. Thus poiluton 
and potential stationary-source poilufon from 
the businesses themseives could combine with 
regional enmssion sources that occasionaily 
influence the air quaiity of Natchitoches Pansh. 
For exampie, large voianie orgamec compound 
(VOC) emnssion sources in Shreveport and 
Houston occasionaily affect the pamsh s ur 
quality adversely. The msing concentranons of 
ozone in Shreveport. Bossier. and Monroe 
federal standards in the near future. The possibie 
intensity and durahon of tis addigjonui puilunon 
'S Dot Known af this Ome. 


Pome * armaod 


Anaiysts. Alternative 3 would increase (he 
acreage (from about 45.000 acres currently to 


























| 16,000 acres, or about 2 138% increase) that 
through a boundary adjustment. By taking ts 
more inciusive approach (compared to 
alternanves A and C) to protecuing the area s 
cuiturai landscapes, the commussion would aiso 
be heiping to substantuaily increase the amount 
of pnme farmiand within the hemtage area. Most 
of this increase wouid be aiong the Old River 
and the wide, open floodpiains between the east 
levee of the Cane River and the Red River levee. 
Most of this acreage is pnvately owned and 1s 
used for agncuiturai purposes. The preservation 
emphasis of this alternative would bnng more 
hemtage area partnership assistance to the pro- 
tection of area resources, inciuding traditional 
agncuiturai land uses and pnme farmiand. This 
education, financial and techmicai assistance to 
landowners, and coilaborative efforts with 
appropnate government agencies to effect sound 
land use decisions that would support the 
purposes of the heritage area. These achions 
wouid resuit in a long-term moderate beneficial 
effect on protecting prime farmiand in the 
herntage ares. 


Conciusien. By expanding the hemtage area 
from about 45,000 acres to | 16,000 acres and 
contmbute to the protection of cultural 
landscapes, the commussion could heip protect 
pnme farmiand in the hemtage area, a long-term 
moderate beneficial effect. 


Cumulative Impacts. The regional trend of 
ment within and adjacent to the hentage area is 
expected to contnue. This would resuit in the 
loss of more pnme farmiand. The amount of 
land iost cannot be proyected: it would depend 
onmaniy on economic conditions. Since | 994 
seven subdivisions Mave Deen approved in the 
nertage area. These seven new suddivisions 
would resuit in the conversion of about $20 to 
480 acres of mostly pmme farmiand to 
fragmented parceis of Ingher density devei- 

of the Dentage area Commussion and the hentage 
area partnersinp Couid heip reduce (he amount of 


mpacts on Naturat Resources 


‘uture development on pmme farmiand. This 
potential reduction would be greater in this. 
aiternanve than in aitermaives A and C because 
of ihe increased size of the hemtage area and the 


grams on this topic that would be arranged is 
unknown, but it can be assumed that such efforts 
wouid resuit in at least minor long-term bene- 
ficial effects on resources from improved public 
awareness and potentiaily more voluntary 
compliance with local, state, or federal 
reguiations that protect resource values. 


wouid heip fund would have negligible short- 
term adverse impacts on the soils and vegetation 
of a proyect site. Proyect activities such as the use 
of heavy equipment and the staging of construc- 
gon matenais would resuit in limited amounts of 
vegetation trampiing, or the removal of smail 
amounts of vegetation. 


By increasing the amount of acreage within the 
hentage area boundary, the hemtage area 

area that could benefit from hertage area 
entail the commussion $ concentrating more 
effort on resource preservation and education. 
This would heip reduce the amount of residential 
and commercial de velopment in the heritage 
area, and reducing deveiopment couid heip to 
muuntain and enhance natural resource qualities, 
inciuding wiidhfe habitat, vegetation, wetiands, 
potennai to increase wiidhife habitat througn 
cvoperauve habitat improvement programs with 
farmers, local government, and others. 
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Dated increases im visitation, wouid be like/y to 
resuit in a Mngher levei of recreanonai acnvity on 
and aiong the Cane River. Increased human 
activity along the mver couid resuit in minor 
sfortern and long-term adverse impacts on 
facimes would be developed. When facsiites 
are sited in the future, semsitzve resources such 
as wetlands would be avoided whenever 
possibie. Addimonai fishing activity would resuit 
in increased pressure on fish populations 
compared to alternative A. However, this 
substantial impact because current fish 
popuiations are reiatively heaithy and abundant. 
Any future adverse impacts on fish populations 
would be migated through state stocking 
programs and fishing reguiations. 
Comumission achons to heip provide access, 
informanon, and amenities on and along the 
Cane River would resuit in construction 
activities that would have shert-erm minor 
impacts on smail amounts (from perhaps 0.25 
acre to 5 acres) of land, soil, and wildlife habitat 
and possibly wetlands at dispersed points along 
the mver cormdor. The type of amemtes 
developed wouid be subject to pamsh floodpiain 
development restnctions. 


Conclusion. By expanding the hemtage area 
from about 45,000 acres to | 16,000 acres and 
contnbute to the long-term: maintenance and 
enhancement of natural resource qualities. These 
acnions wouid resuit in iong-term moderate 
beneficial effects on the protection of wiidlife 
vege anon, wetlands, and soils. Providing 
addinonai recreanon on and along the nver 
could result in negligsbie to minor long-erm 
adverse pacts on fish popuianons. These 
impacts would be at least partly miigated by 
increased leveis of visitor activity along the mver 
would resu/t in minor short-term and long-term 
adverse "npucts on npaman vegetanon and soils, 
and possibly wetiands, pnmaniy in areas where 








parking, ais, and facilites would be 
deveioped. 


Cumuiagive Impacss. Recent residentiai 
subdivision approvais wouid resuit in the 
disturbance of about 320 to 480 acres of land 
habitat, and possibly wet! nds. It is not known 
how many more deveiopme:t appiications may 
be rece:ved or approved by the , ansh pianming 
commmssion in the future. Adjacen: to the 
hentage area are about 2,500 acres of traditional 
agncuiturai lands that are now within the city » 
Citw/Partsh Master Plan 2020 idennfied 100 of 
those acres for immediate future development. 
Other areas of potential deveiopment are the 
interstate interchanges and the proposed east 
loop bypass around Natchitoches that 
encompasses about | OOO acres. 


Development is occurmng or could occur both 
on agncuiturai and wooded tracts, both of winch ) 
the movement of wildlife. Given that only about . 
9.600 acres of bottomiand hardwood forest | 
remain in the region, any fragmentafion or loss 

of ths habitat is of concer (see the discussion 

on wetlands in the “Affected Environment” 

chapter). [he umpact on locai wiidhfe would be 

the long-term minor loss of some food sources 

and haintai for certain types of wildlife that use 

cropiand and/or pastureiand -- birds such as 
meadowilark, northern shnke, cu tle egret, mgra- 

tory waterfowl, and other songbirds, mammais 

such as the eastern cottontail; and numerous 
would be affected by loss of row crop areas that ) 
have standing water in fail and winter. Actions | 
by the hemtage area commussion to protect 

culturad landscapes within about | 16,000 acres 

wouid heip reduce the potential development, 

thereby reducing the adverse impacts on jocai 
widhfe and vegetation. 








C : ‘os ‘ated withs 
and future deveiopment could cause shorterm 
adverse impacts on soils and vegetagnon at 

proyect sites. The use of heavy equipment and 

















the staging of construction matenais would 
resuit in sou disturbances, compacuon, and 
removal of vegetanon. Sor disturbance and 
erosion could resuit in miner to moderate 
additenai amount: of silt in local waterways. 
Based on availabe land use mapping, (he new 
development wouid be adjacent to and have the 
potential to affect a very smail percentage of 
wetiands within the hemtage acca (less than | %). 
State and local requirements for -ontractors to 
adhere to standard best practices for erosion 
control would heip to mitigate consiruciion- 
related erosion concerms. Incremental increases 
in the percentage of hardened surfaces 
throughout the cegion would contmbute more 
runoff to standing water probiems causcd by 
puor sou drainage conditions. 


if the Red Raver Wildlife Refuge establishes a 
presence in the herttage area, those lands would 
be managed to provide improved habitat for 
waterfowl. This could resuit in the restoration or 
enhancement of wetlands. This would be a long- 
term, potentiaily moderate to mayor improve- 
ment in the amount and quality of wetlands 


With increased population and more tounsm, 
and fishing, wouid increase on the upper Cane 
River. The 1996 Natciutoches Citw Parish 
Master Plan 2020 wenufies goais to improve 
public access to the nver, develop trails, provide 
boat ndes, and make other recreational improve- 
ments. Proposed actions by the hentage area 
commussion to improve access to the mver and 
support trail development and non motonzed 
boat rentais would aiso make it casur for the 
pubiic to use the mver. improvements such as 
access, parking, and (rails couid resuit in more 
shorterm and long-term adverse impacts on 
npanan vegetation adjacent to the mver than 
aiternanve A. 


There would be more pressure on resident fish 
popuiations, Out it vould be uninkely to Cause 
any sudstangai impact Decause Current fish 
popuiatons are reiativeiv Neaithy and abundant. 
Any future impacts on fish pepuianons would be 
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\naiysis. The achons of the hemtage area 
commssion would have negitgydie to munor 
shorterm and long-term adverse impacts on the 
Cane Raver floodpiain. These umpacts would be 
slight uncreases in water runoff due to increased 
potential protection of a sigmificantly larger land 
area in Us aiternanve would resuit in less 
development, which would reduce the potential 
amount of hardened surfaces and associated 
water runoff into the mvers and bayous. The 
hentage area commission would need to 

the state, and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
to monitor mver channei and road conditons and 
ensure that hemtage area resources would be 
protected. 


Conciusien. The commission $ actions - 
including a larger land area in the .emtage area 
boundary and working to heip protect the 
landscapes within that area — would resuit in a 
longterm minor to moderate beneficial effect on 
the protection of floodpiains in the hertage area. 
long-term adverse unpacts on tloodpiains 
resuling from the construction of dispersed 
hentage area amenities sucht as parking areas, 
along the Cane Rover. 


Cumuidanive impacts. Increases in the amount 
of hardened surtaces in and adjacent to the 
hertage area from past. present, and proyected 
development would add to the amount of water 
runoff flow: rg into iocai bayous, the Old Rover. 
-furactensocs, this added runoff nut oniy would 
contmbute to standing water prodiems Junnyg 
rainy penods but would resuil in increased water 
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would potenuaily resuit in more careme 
changes un waiter leveis in the floodway and 
additonal erosion of the mverbanks and poten- 
uaily lomg~erm moderate adverse umpacts on 
dramage conditions within exssung oodpiains. 


Analysis. Improved mver access, putentiaily 
increase beat traffic on the upper mver. The 
increase over current boating leveis could range 
from munor to moderate, depending on the type 
of acuviies offered at these sites, the ume of 
year, and the levei of successful promewen of 
boats would resuil in miner to moderate addi~ 


in educatonai programs on the Cane Raver could 


neip raase: pubiic awareness 1d0ut prodierns 





unbute to increased beating activity on the mver, 
winch could resuit in additonal mverbank 
erosion. Commission efforts to migate erosion 


wouid inciude increasing public awareness aDout 


the effects of motonzed beat wakes on mver- 
banks and providing (echmecai assistance to 


landowners protect thew mverbank property from 


eroson Could heip to reduce erosion. The 
probabdie long~ierm umpact of Commission 
activiges would be minor sherterm and long- 
term increases in overbank erosion. 


Cumuiga@ve lnpacts. Increased pupuiauior and 
-ommussion efforts to umprove access to and 
recreatonad use of the Cape Rover would resuit 
‘n4 Mumer to Moderate amount of addinonas 


comtmdute to more nverdank eromon on ihe 
upper Cane Rover. Ongoing efforts by the 
waterway Commission (o reguiaie Doaling speeds 
would continue to beip migate potenuai 
educational programs offered by the hentage 
area partnersinp wouid heip landowners protect 
a Ne ane Bt 
compiance wath reguianons. i wale 
mugauon efforts, there would likely be |ung- 
term minor to moderate adverse impacts mn 
nverdank erosion. 


ALTERNATIVE C - ENHANCED 
VISITOR OPPORTUNITIES 


Aur Quality 


Anaiysis. [n alternative C, promuung the 
hentage area and providing a broader range of 
visitor oppertumbes would be emphasized. The 
potential resuit would be higher leveis of out-of- 
town visitaon and its associated traffic than in 
alternaves A and B. More emssions from 
visitor traffic wouid be at least partly mugated 
by the deveiopinent of a shuttie system. Shuities 
(hat use cleaner Durming fueis such as propane 
could be purchased: tis would heip migate Je 
effects of veincie emissions on the region $ air 
quaiity. Commussion actions to protect cultural 
landscapes wouid heip reduce the petenual 
amount and raie of residential development and 
hertage area boundary (45.000 acres). Although 
increases in traffic and traffic emissions are 
unay oidabie, these emissions wouid not be 
expected to cause nonattainment of any mayor 
air poilugon Component because the current air 
quality is relatively good. 


aonal vetcies at hemtage area sites cosid Cause 
minor respwratory discomfort for some visitors, 
an immediate and occusionai air quality impact. 
if managers of these sites discouraged dnvers 
from dling the engines of them veincies, parucu- 
larly om very warm days, some of these umpacts 
could De matigated. 


























Comeiumes. Acuons Oy he Nertage aca 
Cummmssien LO protect Cuiturad landscapes 
proyects would beip lumi We amount oi deveiop- 
ment in the bertage area. This wouid heip to 
ceuuce ine putental amount of readenuai aihic 
resuil in long~erm oegiigybdie to mmaur Deneficai 
effects. Improving Ute visitor capemence Dy 

area resources anu oppurtumies would resuil in 
gradual increases in Waffic and assouated 
emmssions. Lmpiemenung 4 stuttie system would 
partaily omigate the effects of auiomudiie/ RV 
crmssions on local air quality. These acuioms 
cuouid resuit in longterm oegiigsdie to mor 
adverse impacts on te regen s aan quality. 


Cumuiaave impacts. he addiunai vecuiar 
emmssions (Nat would be generated by more 
visitors Lo ihe heritage area and other regonai 
attraciions would Nave negiigsdie to cmnor short- 
term and long-term adverse umpacts on overall 
air quality. Over Ure (his conditon could 
discussion on cxty and pans) pians under 
“Relanonsinp to Other Planmng Efforts”). 


The city of Nate: ttoches bas annexed a lange 
parce! of land adjacent to the hemtage area as an 
indusinal development cormdor. Depending on 
the type and density of industmai business (hat 
Jeveiops there, there is he potentai for more 
puilugen reiated to the additonal traffic 
generated by these Dusinesses. This puilubon 
influence the aur quaiity of Natchitoches Pamsh. 
For cxampie, large voiaule orgame compound 
(VOC) emssion sources in Shreveport and 
Houston occasionally affect the pamsh s air 
quauiy, and Whe msing Concentragens of ozone in 
shreveport, Bossier, and Monrve indicate ‘Nat 
Natcmtoches Pamsh may exceed federal 
Mandards in (he near future. The pussidie 
ntensity aod duraven of (ts addivenai puiluuon 
‘Ss net Known af its ame. 





Agaiyss. Heritage arcu cormmasien efforts to 
arca Duunvary would resuil in grewter proiecuon 
of poe farmiand sods han aitermaive A. How- 
ever, (es pmme farmiand would De protected: 
under aitermaitve C than under aitermauve 3 
Decause aitermauve B would inciude 4 
vgmicandy larger land area (| | 0,000 acres). 


Comciumes, Commission cfforts to protect 
Doundary would resuil in impor \o moderate 
longterm Deneficiai effects on prime [armiand 
soils. 





Cumuiagve impacts. here is a Wend in oe 
Dentage area Loward the loss of prime larmand 
to resdentad aad Commercial development This 
trend is capected to continue, resuiling in the 
loss of more prime tarmiand. The amount of loss 
cannot De proyected: it would Gepend primary 
on econemme Condibons. Since | 994 seven 
sudUi visions Dave Deen approved in Whe dentage 
area, These sever new suddivisions would resuil 
in the conversion of about $20 to 480 acres of 
mosdly prune tarmiand to fragmented parceis of 
Migher density development. The achoms of the 
partnersp to protect Cuiturai landscapes would 
potenuaily deip to reduce the amount of future 
Jeveiopment on prime tarmiand, resuiling in a 
‘ong~ern commer to moderate adverse impact. 





soris, V egetaaua, Wedaads, anu Wiidlife 


Analysis. Commission actions (o protect Culturai 
landscapes in the Nemtage area (45,UU0U acres) 
would heip reduce losses of the rurad landscape 
(o nuntradsbenai, higher density uses. Possidie 
TCSOWICE protection siaieges Mai (he Dertage 
casements, grants, laa incentives sucf as pure 
preferentad as°cssipent, revoiving funds, and (he 
acquusiben of land mnéerests. These achons cowid 
Tauniun and eniauece natural resources 1 We 


l@! 














preservanon of Cuiturai landscapes would be 
coupied more equaily with Whe emiancement of 
have to balance the allocation of its resources Lo 
accumpiisf a reasonabie levei of both. As a 
resuil, Ute petental level of maturai resource pro- 
techon would not be a5 Comprefensive as Whe 
protection Wat would occur under aiternaiive B. 


term adverse impacts on te sous and vegetauen 
of 4 project site. Proyect activates such as the use 
of heavy equipment and the staging of comsiruc- 
von matenais wouid resuit in lisuied amounts of 
vegetauon trampling, or the respevai of smail 
amounts of vegetation. 


Improving over access and providing a wider 
array of mver recreational oppertumies than 
offered under aiternauve B wouid resuil in more 
recreauonal act»vity on and along the Cane 
wouid resuil in miner to moderate shortierm 
prmaniy in areas where parking, (rails, and 
fansites would be developed. When faciities 
are sited in the future, sensitive resources such 
as wetlands wouid be avoided whenever 
pussidbie. More fisting would resuit in more 
pressure on fish populavons than in aiternaiives 
A and B. However, tis increased activity would 
not be eapected to cause any sudstanval impact 
because the Current fish pppujavons are 
relanveiy healthy and abundant. Any future 
adverse unpacts on fish poppujaons would De 
hshmag reguiaions. 
Commission actions to beip provide access, 
informagkon, and amemises on and along (he 
Cane Rover would resuil in Comstructon acti vi- 
oes Wat would have sfert-ierm maner impacts 
on smail ameunts (from perhaps 0.25 acre wo 5 
acres) of land at dispersed pummts aiong Ue nver 
curnder. The type of amenities deveioped would 
De sudyect to pansh Joodpian deveiopment 
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would work wiih appropmaie agemcres lo ensure 


Coneciusion, The commssion s cuiturai 
landscape preservation proyects would heip 
Manian and eniance naturad resources in ihe 
long term, resuiling in long~erm moderaic 
beneficial effects on the protection of waidhie, 
vegetavon, wetlands, and sos in ibe berntage 
area. 





The promoucn ang enhancement of hentage 
bon on and along the nver, could resuit in ommor 
long-ierm adverse impacts on fish populations. 
This would be at least partly mugated by state 
Constructing visitor facilites would result in 
shortierm imnor adverse umpacts on sous and 
vegetavon. Increased leveis of visitor activity 
along the mver would resuil in mer to 
moderate sborterm and long-term adverse 
impacts on Mpanan vegetation and sows, and 
pussbiy wetlands, prmnaniy in areas where 
parking, (rails, and faciites would be 
developed. 


(Mat Nave been approved recently would disturb 
about $20 to 430 acres of land cover, inciuding 
wetiands. lt is not known how many more 
Jeveiopment appiicavons may De received or 
approved by the pansh planning Commmssien in 
the future. About 2.500 acres of traditional 
agncuiturai lands adjacent to Ube bertage area 
1996 coty/pansh master pian has :denafied | UU 
of those acres for ummediate future 
Jeveiopment. Other areas of putenuai 
Jeveiopment are (te intersiate interchanges and 
Ne propesed cast loup Ovpass around Naici- 
toches hat encompasses adout | .OUU acres. 


Development is cecummng or Could oecur both 
on agncuiturai and wooded (racts. Such areas 
are commMdors for wiidhle mouvement and sources 
of forage and habitat. Given thai oniy about 














9.00U acres oi Dottomiand hardwood forest 
reiman un ibe veyron, any (Tagmentaien oF iuss 
of ts Dadrtat is of Concem (see the discussion 
on wetlands in We ~Alfected Environment’ 
chapter). The umpact on local waidhfe would De 
ihe long-term omer to moderate loss oi some 
food sources and hadiiat for certaun types of 
wiidhie Wai use cropiand and/or pastureiand — 
birds such 42> mourmng dove, Dodwinie quail, 
custem ineadowlark, nurthern same, caitie 
mammals such a> castern cuttontas, and 
watertowi wouid be aifected by the loss of row 
crop areas that have standing water in [ail and 
winter. Acuons by the heniage area Comission: 
to protect cultural landscapes waihin about 

| 16,000 acres would heip reduce the petential 
Jeveiopment and theredy reduce Ube peiential 





and tuture development could Cause shorter 
adverse impacts on soils and vegetavon at 
project sites. The use of heavy equspment and 
ihe staging of construction maienais would 
resuit in soi disturbances, compaction, and 
remevai of vegetation. Soi disturbance and 
erosson could resuil in imor (o moderate 
add:venal amounts of sil in jocai waterways. 
Based on availabie land use mapping, (he new 
development would be adjacent to and have the 
peiential to affect a very snail perceniage of 
wetlands wiihin ibe hentage area (adout 2% oF 
less). State and locai requirements for 
contractors to adhere to standard best practices 
for erosion contro’ would heip to mingate 
consimuctiun-related cromon and sitauen 
impacts of waterways and wediands. incrementai 
increases in We perceniage oi Nardened surfaces 
(Nroughout (he regron would Comimbdute more 
runvif to standing water probierms Caused by 
por soi Jramage conditions. 


If the Red Rover Wildlife Refuge estabdiishes 4 
presence in ie Nertage area, (ose lands would 
De managed to provide unproved habriat for 
watertowi, This couid resuil in the restoraven oF 
enfancement oi wetlands. Tis wouid De 4 long- 











impacts um “Gina Resources 


term, puienuaily muderatc lo mayor Linpreve- 
Ment in We amount and quality of wetlands 
between the Cane Raver and Red Rover. 


and fisting, would increase on ihe upper Cane 
Rover. The 1996 Naicinioches CibwPartsh 
Master Plan 2020 wenuiies goais to unprove 
public access to the over, develop wails, offer 
ments. Propesed actions by the heritage areca 
COMmssi0n LO UNprove access lo the mver and. 
support iad development and nunmetionzed. 
Doai reniais would also make it caer for ihe 
public to use the nver. Improvements such a> 
Wese would resuil in shert~enm and long-term 
miner (o muderaie adverse impacts on npanan 
vegetation adjacent to ihe nver. 


More finiueg would not by expected to Cause 
any sudsantal impact Decause Ube current fish 
populations aie relatively healthy and abundant. 
Any future adverse umpacts on fish populavons 
would be mingated (hrough state socking: 
programs and fisting reguiauons. 


Hlovupiais 


Analysis. The actions of the hertage area 
commission would have negiigrdie to imnur 
shortierm and long-term adverse impacts on (he 
Cane Rover floudpiain. These unpacts would be 
Slight increases in waier cunvif due to increased 
and parking for heritage area sites and interpre- 
protecuon of hemtage area lands in Um» aiter- 
native would resuil in less development, which 
wouid reduce (he puiential amount of hardened 
surfaces and associated waiter cunvif inio he 
nvers and bayous. The hemtage area commission 
would need to maintain 4 working relalionsiip 
wiih the pamsh, the state, and the U.S. Anmy 
Corps of Engmeers to momior mver channel and 
road conditions and ensure (hat bentaye area 
resources would be protected. 
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Cenctustea. The Commmssion 5 work (© help 
would result m a long-term manor (tc moderaic 
beneficial effect on the protection of floodptaim. 
m the hertage area. Thes wouid overnde the 
munor shorterm aad long-term adverse impacts 
on floodpiams resuitimg from the const™ucnon of 
auspersed hertage area amenities such as 
boanng facthmes along the Cane River 










Cumulative impacts. increascs in the amount 
of hardened surfaces im and adjacent to the 
hertage area from pasi. presem. and proyected 
development would add to the arnount of water 
and wae Cane River Grven the poor soe dramagr 
contribute to danding water propdierm during 
Tammy penods but would result m mcreascd wate” 
would potennaily result m more cxireme 
changes m water levels =» the floodway anc 
addmonai crosson of the “verbanks anc 
potennally long-term moderate adverse smpacts 
om dramage conditions with custng 
floodpiams 


Anabysis. Commussion actions to improve over 
probably would mcrease boat traff< on the 
manor to moderate. depending on the 'vpe of 
actrvimes offered at these sites the Ome of vear 
and the success of promoting hertiagr areca 
amenmmes The wakes from more boat: would 
result m munor to moderate additonal nverbank 
erosion Commussion assistance in educational 
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programs on the Cam: «<> coud Relp rane 
Dubin 2warencss afoul promtiems affecting the 
mcrease publac aprsy sc of aatural resources 
noms. Land:-waenm would Rawe more scores to 
tectumcal \\\estamce on Ses! mumagement 
prachoe: (oy otectng ther mverbank property 
from eran is. :: 


Couctamen. The ommmssce © acom | 
improving publ acomss \ amd addeng more 
vaemencs along the Cane Rewer - wouid 
Jmanibute to mcrrased bostumg actrvety om er 
nwer winch could rowit » addpowal overhans 
cromon Commeswon efforts w mcrease pubtn 
awareness shout the effects of musorcard ou 
wakes om the ver and t Setp lamdowarr 
Drotect ther nwverhask property from crowor 
could hetp reduce crowon The profatir ome 
term mmpect of COmMMmNwOR actrviter scukd % 
Tuner sor term and long-4ermr morca oo 
nverhank crowon 


( emets@we impact. moroascc popes ae 
lournsm compered «tf! of gad Sertage wes 
-ommmessson effort to umprowe acces: © oat 
recteaponai use of Came Riwer wok wows ©. 
Tunor [C TOGgerstr amown < adiehoms “astm 
on the Came Rower The woutd comma « 
more overbank crowon om the epper Came Rew 
Cmgomng cfforts Dv (ae waterway commEuoe 
reguiate Posting speed «ouicd Comte & 8cit 
Tuhgatr potrnna! damagr \cakdsoma oc mea 
aseistamcr and educabona: orogramp offered 
the Rerttagre arca partnersinyp wows! Seip am 
OWRETS protec! (her overhank property = ect! 
as Retprrg ae pudixn sequen at @ 
cTeasmg o(urcGarny -omphamce edh regutanom 
These efform «outd result m long-term mumer 
moderate atwere impacts on cwerfamk crowor 
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As is ilustrmated in adie YU. must of (te roadway 
<ymems on te dy area in | 998 operated ui 
LOS A or B. Tins level ef service range 
capected to comma We ene trough 20'4. The 
Ten nuigiie cK open lL ites funding i> te 
nertiermwmun ud aca <gremt of LA nai 
wan Nas 


Along the pormon of LA | trom LA 494 we LA 
478, LOS C condoms were determaed to cus 
mm }996 and 2000, wath LOS D comditirvns fore- 
<ast © ogous we 2005 and 2010 and LOS & 
-oedinens sa J014. ‘owever, the locaton at 
wOeh the Wwaffic Counts were taken [OF (fese 
OUR Fens 6s af De eurttern comets of (Mis 
<yment, Sryord Natonec, in ite arcu «Mere LA 
Ranges [POE (eo lames lo lur lames, median: 


Jovedeu. The proyected -olumes (tat would resuil 


a LOS C-—& consers on 4 (Wwo-lane roadway 
ectee of LA | would represen LOS B-C 

une ve Ute fowldanme Uivided parts of UM» 
Magtway Mowewer ( i> akpowiedged (at (Me 


meuyected AADT votumes ve Me voor of LA | 


between LA 493 smd _A 494 are proyected to De 
apprvasmaiei’ > COU weitn ie. per day in [U1 4. 
Ths «oud Oe cq vatent wa LOS D operaung 
EME. 


In mut Lanes We casting and propeted AADT 
-Ovuies on Me Muy ane Diygeay <yments ut 
aD at Wey 0K Reanty Jodie Deyond (Ne 
ETERULY am pede! »asues LOrougn 2014 oa 
sail ateeve an acceptable LUS C on Deuter 
cumin, Ys o partaoudanty Uwe «th respect 


1 the segments of LA | 19 and LA Route 494 
(hat prowide direct aovess tc many of the Cape 
Rover Nahhona Hermtage Arca sites. 


An cvaiuatun of cxisung and future Waific 
vonurmes undicaies Wai none of Me routes at 
prow kde aocess Lo Line many Nertage wea sites 
~woutt of Natcistectes would De capected to 
operaie ai worse than LOS D, new or wathan ihe 
\Q- wo | 5-year (2014) pianming umeirame. The 
omy pussbdie ¢scephon to Us finding is ihe 
nortiermemeun soyment of LA |. as descended 
above, where LOS E would cust on 4 bwo-ane 
Vighway <yment. Although ere would De 
“one CUmgesuoe aad Unver aconvermenc:, 
parucuiasty Jug 2010 and 2014, the oecur- 
renee of LOS D conditions Juang peak Wavei 
ours is generadly Consdered to De acceptadic. 
VMorevver. many of te access roules to naponai 
oark umets und roads «sittin indiedual park units 
‘cyudanty Nave Wadi levei of service D of E 
vidos Jury Deak vinitaion pertuds. 


een 


With ube use of Destore ‘naffic data, inaffic 
vovummes were projected (rough 2014. By 2014, 
‘aif. votes on must sogments would inure 
‘Nan Goudie Out would ovAtinue (oO provide 4 
goed level of service (LOS A or B). A coupie of 
~eyments of LA | would De antcrpated to have 
average Jal¥ voturnes (Nai would result in 4 
pour lewel of sepwece (LOS D or C) by 2014. 


netbessanaa ve Lgpase to 


“he amad ysis adewe reflects (fe trathic voiumes 
generated Dy varus regional soUrLES su a> 
ON.at feseruai, (frough-uaific | Dusuress, som 
muéiers), and (ounst raffic. The assumpiton is 
‘fat ary addrbonad Waific volume (rom ine 
eyion sould De watinn ine provected iacreases 
shows aod Wat QU amtipated -umuialive 
mpwats would affect itis proyected volume of 
ratfe 





ALTERNATIVE B— 
PRESERY ATION EMPHASIS 


Uumaiy ses 


As in ailermauye A, futuze Wasfic leveis for roads 
in the hentage area would increase (ocrementai- 
'y over me sader aitermauve B and De sumiar 
vu, ailhough puienuaily lower tap, ose eni~ 
ned for aitemmauve A. This aiternave would 
‘ave ihe pyienval to moderate future Waific 
levels. With emphasis piaced on preserving 
cuiturai landscapes and wath Wai approaci) 
appiied to 4 sudsianuaily capanded heniage 
area, (Ne poientad result Cowid De less gh 
| 10,000 acres) Dertage area, compared to what 
could Gecur under altermatsve A or C. Thus, 
aiternmanve B cowid resuil in less Uaific in the 
heritage than i alternative A or C. Thss would 
de a long-ierm immer to mederate beneficial 
effect on waffic and roadway conditions in the 
reniage areca. 


The level of service for most roads un the hen- 
lage area would range from LOS A to C. 
Althoug? Uns range is considered ap acceptadre 
levei of tafe -e terms of dnver convemence, it 
suil indicates that there would be change over 
ume. Sorve hertage area residents probably 
would percenve (hat (tis gradual Change in Uraific 
leveis was negauvely alfectemg thew quality of 
ite, prmaniy Decause of noise, reduced con- 
vermence in iummng Ato of vif the roadways, 
safety. and strangers wanderng through 
nenghduriovds. 

AUthoug?? increases in iraffic leveis would be 
unavodadie, xome impacts Could De mitigated at 
‘east partly Dy emcouraging mest rough-inaific 
and oversized veiacies to use LA |, by devei- 
oping 4 good way finding system to lumi the 
number vi visitors whe my ght become disen- 
emed of lon, and by working wath Whe state to 


redtua. »peed lumits as appropnaic. 


Developing an cAtensve sysiem of Decycie 
rowtes/trads would give visiiurs un aitermauve 
mude for capionng and capenenung ine 











































(mpacis un Transpervanun Corredors, Circwanon, and Links 


(9 taamites anu younger aduits, would resuil in 
‘ongserm mner to moderate unprovemenis \o 
cApanding recreavonal oppurtumises and in 
vifenng an ailernmaive Wanspurtaien mode i 
the hertage area Unai could help reduce 
auiomudie Wwaihc. 


The active management of traif. and panung 
von and inappropmaic parking) would resuil in 
shorticrm, moderaic, bemeficral effects on 


lt puilotfs were developed arong ihe road 
system, slower-moving velicies could move 
aside, allowing faster traffic to pass. This would 
improve saiety and alleviate the pressure to 
widen and Change the character of the Wadi 
uonaily narrow rural reads, 2 imner to moderate 
short-term and longsenm beneficral effect on ite 
character and safety of the rural road system. 














Shucie Bus Comeept. As discussed 1 the 
analysis of the shuitie bus operaiun in appends 
D, 4 fow-vetacie operaien (3U-person Capacity 
per velucie) operating |0 hours per day and 
serving cach shuttie sup every 80 minutes 
would effecuvely serve about | 2.000 passengers 
4 day, assuming full Capacity. Although this 
would be mure than ihe expected daily visitation 
levels, t wouid be able to transpert a signilicunt 
percemtage of the visitors. Establishing such a 
shuttle system would result in long-term bene- 
feral effect om the local road system by reducing: 
poienvad leveis of traffic in the hentage area 
compared to alternative A. 





A shuitie system aiso would heip to manage 
where vistors would go by dropping passengers 
off at speerfic sates. This would reduce the 
number of indawidua) vehicles irying to navigate 
‘hrough the heritage area and possidiy wander- 
would be 4 long-term bene ° for residents vf ite 
hertage area whe imght be Concermed about 
traffic levels and reduced prvacy. 


For visators 02 the Natchitoches area whe ght 


not have access to pnvate vehicles and‘ — 
people who oiierwise would nut couse to 








explore the hentage area alone, establishing a 
ence, a benefit for visitors. A shuttle system 
would also relieve some visitors from navigating 
through an unfamuliar landscape and locating 


Offering interpretive services on the shuttle 
would extend the benefit to visitors, and a 
shuttle system could result in a long-term 
umprovement in managing some of the peak 
traffic during special festivals in the heritage 
area. However, the shuttles would not be the 
preferred choice for many who might prefer to 
stop at additional sites and explore on their own. 


The imitial and annual operating costs of a 
shuttle service could be substantial. The imitial 
purchase of the shuttles is estumated at 
$1,125,000, and the cost for each year of 
operation is estimated at $728,000. The 
estimated required fare per passenger to fully 
recover the estimated annual operating costs of 
the proposed service would range from a low of 
$1.67 to a high of $6.67 for capacity use levels 
between 100% and 25%. At use levels below 
25%, the required fare to fully recover the 
dramatically, to prices unacceptable to most 
potential patrons, if not ail. 


A sumber of actions could be employed to 
reduce the estimated annual operating cost of the 
system, and hence the required fare per 
passenger to fully recover the costs. These 
mectode the following: 


every 60 menutes would reduce the annual 


operating cost of the system by 50%. 


Operate the servace less expensively. A 
concesssoacr maght be selected whose unit 
costs would be lower than the assumed level 
of $SO per webscie-hour. perhaps with the 
ese of smaller. less expensive vehucies. 


Operate a less extensive service. that 1s. 
vather than gouny all the way to the Kate 
Ceopm Howse m Clownerville, the route 





maght end at esther Magnolia Plantamon or 
Oakiand Plantanon. 


All the above possibie solunoms would De teas: 
ble if a reguonal visitor center was developed 
with a large number of lomg-term visitor parking 
spaces available. or if other staging areas could 
be established im the area. Otherwise. the poten- 
ual viabulity of a shuttle bus service lemkong the 
city of Natchitoches with the attractions along 
the Cane River corndor would be questionable 


Assumung that ail pares concerned cuuld agrez 
to proceed with developing the proposed visitor 
center, it is recommended that a formal transi 
operations pian be developed for vanous aiterna- 
uve shuttle services between the center and "he 
many visitor attractions in the Natchitoches area. 


Conclusion 


Although heritage area activities in alternative B 
would generate more traffic, this alternative has 
the potential to lower future traffic volumes 
because of cultural landscape preservation 
efforts applied to a larger heritage area. These 
preservation efforts woulu have the broadest 
influence in reducing new development and the 
local traffic it would generate. As a result. 


area, these impacts would be less intense than 
those of alternative A or C. 


Although the level of service for most roads in 
the heritage area would range from LOS A to C, 
which is considered an acceptable level of traffic 
in terms of dnver convemience, there still would 
be change over time. Some area residents would 
probably perceive that this gradual change in 
traffic levels would have anywhere from minor 
to moderate adverse impacts on their quality of 
hfe. 


Developing a system of bicycle routes/trails 

would result in negligible long-term beneficial 
effects by reducing automobile traffic levels on 
the locai road system. The bicycle trails would 
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Thes smpact anchysis mctudes the evaluation of 
the potential contribution of herttage area com- 
Mmussion actions such as -ducation. preservation. 
tourrsm. and recreatona: actrvities on the local 
partsh economw Quantitative analysis of poten- 
ual effects on socioeconomic conditions 1s not 
feasible hecause of the conceptual nature of this 
management pias there’ ore. the malyses of 
effect 1s qualitative. and professional yadgment 
has been apphed to reach rezsonable conclusions 
about the mtensity. type. and duration of 

The impact analysts for tourism and recreation is 
based on the anticipated changes m tourism and 
visitor opportunities on the parish level ht 
mctudes qualitative analyses of the potential 
changes m visitor spending and the resultant 
contributions to the economy 


munity have been quaistatrvely analyzed on the 
basts of the anticipated changes to land values m 
the heritage area. 


The mtensity of the mmpacts ts rated as to 
whether the effect would be neghgible. minor. 
moderate. or mayor. as follows. 


Negitgible. The effect would be undetect- 
able and would have no discernible effect 
on the socioeconomuc environment 


Minor: The effect would be slightly 
detectabie but would not be expected to 
have an overal! mfluence on the 


The duration of the effect on the socioeconomac 
environment would be short term (temporary. 
associated with transstional types of activities) or 
long term (permanent) The type of effect would 
be esther beneficial or adverse for the socioeco- 
improve the social or economic condstions im the 
parish or region. adverse effects would nega- 
uvety alter social or economic conditions m tic 
parish of the region: 


ALTERNATIVE A - STATUS QUO 
Analysts 


Preparing a herttaze area brochure. signs. and 
public awareness of the hernage area. potentially 
resulting m small mcreases m visitation to 
imdrvidual sates and im the use of nearby bus: 
nesses such as gasolme. food. and lodging 
neghgible long-term beneficial effects on the 
parish economy 

The lamuted amount of education. research. and 
be able to fund would have neghgibie shon-term 
beneficial effects on the parwh economy Preser- 
vation proyects would result m some additonal 
employment opportunities m the Duriding trade< 
during the construction penod Sales of con- 
for some retas!l busimesses. 

















Offermg more hettage arca miormation would 
anctease publac awareness of the bervtagr ace 
shagithy and could resuk m small mcrease m 
visitation and the patronage of acarty. ow 
aesses. The lemted aumtber of progects that the 
commessson would be abic to fund would rout 
Mm more short-term cmplowment opportunsiec. in 
the busiding trades and some addtunal patron 
age of construction-related buunesses Thee 
achons would have acgingnic shor -ierm anc 
jong. 4erm beneficial effects on the parrsh 
cconomm 


( emmutate impacts 


Ongomg Cane Rewer hertage research. educa 
ton. and preservation actrvitecs hy a warety of 
federal. date and local cates would Contmuc 
to generate employment and contrifute to joc a! 
busaness meoome The fertage aca Commer 
eon s lemeted fundmg of research. cducatron 
and preservation propects would Commrvtutc 2 
small percentage to the oweral! manor chon term 
beneficial cumulatwe effects of these rogronal 
activities on the regronal ccononm 


Natchitoches Parssh would contmuc to fe 2 
mayor tournsm destmation m Lourscana fecause 
of the many visitor opportunmtecs offered im the 
city of Natchwtoches and a the varows federal. 
tate. and privately owned cultural ates m the 
surroundmeg region The date and local govern. 
ments and the service ond retard! trade modest. 
would remam the top cmptowers im the parrsh 
The metral marketmg of the hertage areca a 4 
destrnct area through the use of brochures and 
swegns would add to publx awareness of the 
region and would further enhance the genera’ 
attractiveness of the regpon as a destmatiwon The 
cumuiateve results of these combined cfforns 
would result m minor long-term beneficia 
effects om the regronal economy 
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Oe . Feo eet ponder [rom inc 
‘aponal Park Serwece. tet as frw eee 
Cut, Tectimgs for (ie fertage aca June fic 
week of Apmi 3. 1997 These mecumgs ecre 
adveTtned (rowg® press ccicuses. we ie kA 
ee paper. und Ov ie Gverbunwe of fiver 
“We mectng> sere Bet wt AsOury ( arntcu 
Viettogew Foilowsiup Hail, “OS Sth Serect 
Nascitockes. LA S$? wo 8 PM. aod ot Se 
Agawam . Cagfotn Churcn. Higfresy is. 
Came Rever. LA 7 Pt w 10M. and & ee 
Nascitetoctes Ages Center. 716 lad Sareet. 
Natchitoches. LA. from | P.M. to 4 PM. and 6 
>’ wo 9PM Dung he mecuags. the pubic 
#2 pec’ © prove ie COMM NOR wh 
‘hew Comers regarding Ge Muli ferent of 
‘he Rertage aca. amd WO COMMEM! OF (Ne Uraft 
perpese aad wgmeficamce “asemeess The 
owOM 42 SO ACU what were (he Emportani 
ones Mat voators ould iknow afoul ir 
Dertage afea and its waters. Restore figures. 
orgamzanors. aad fesovais that would heip ici! 
those Manes to ators. 


Public Respease. A total of 6) indy ita 
a@emded the three mecungs. Dhew comments 























Drowwded ie CoOmmmmsszon © if a ecaiiM of 
wnformanon. wfech ss summanzed tere 
Regarding meerpretsmon. (here was Somer 
that the Commmbwutnors of (te Black and Nanve 
Amencan Communities De incorporated. (fe 
aelaty of (ie Commmumsty » infrastructure and 
services © Randle Qeaver use. and at 20 
cesinchoms be placed on pmvate propert, 
owners. especially ajong the mver Mecung 
amtenders were appx to share the story of thew 
Seroculas Cuiture with fe Commnswon Vad 
aformanon was proved on cducapon. 
churches. the over. ite Black cxpemence. the 
‘ygures. and orgamzanons. All of ths 
informanon was used to Seg 4 dataDasc for 
Jowug factual research. 


tact member of the pudix who ether atemied 
4 putbc mectmg of returned 2 Comenent form 
tor Newsietter @1_ recerved 2 (yped summary 
ot ad) he Comments ceoerved Ov the 

ORE On 


‘Newsietter #2 March 198) 


Newsietter (wo was 2 COmuned newsicticr 
Dresennng the (we draft aiternatiwe Concepts 
for the Cume Rewer Namenai Hemtage Arca a 
weil as the theee Graft altemamves for the Cane 
Rover Creole Natmonai Hestunmcal Park. Thes 
Qe setier summarize” the alternatives and 
invited the pudiec to attend amy of five pubic 
Tectings to discuss he aitemmatves on detail 
The sew wetter aiso prowded informanon on 


(he Current Matus of he hentage manageioent 
ptan. and the jocameon, mers. and dates of 


upeomung pud=ic mecungs Over 40 
newsletters were drsenduted These included 
not oniy direct masimg to indinoduais on the 
Twmlimg UM Dut aso Rand Gstndupoe at the 
Kate Chopm House m Clounervelle. the 
Tounst Informanoe Ccnter in Natchstocies. 
the vesstor centers at Fort St. jean Bapest and 
Fort Jesup state hestomc sates. and at the 
Vteirose Plantamon. A pustage-pasd. return 
mani Comment form was included asking the 
pudiec of they felt an appropnate range of draft 
aiternanves had been developed and if they 
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‘wt aay Comcerps of wiegs to prowsde (te 
~anmeng team regardrg the draft aitermanes 


Public Respeese | scnty wo wnmcn 
respomses were recerved. Of these. cxgitt com- 
mented on the draft aiternamves for the fer 
tage area. All Commnensors felt an appropmatc 
range of alternamves had heee developed. 
There was ao clear tavonmg of amy partcular 
awternapt: Three respoadees hed alternanye 
C. deere Commentors meaneosed compunng 
alternates 5 sad C_ and ome commentt 
preferred aiternanve Bo Fourtece respondents 
nad go COMmernts on (ie alternatives for (he 


Nertage aca 


Some of the was and Concerns prowuicu for 
the park omciuded Concer (hai parta 1paton 
weet offer agencacs and orgamzanons would 
prove to Oe madequate due to lack of funding 
amd Jvoperanea, amd that « was sot cnmreiy 

. tear Pow the hemtage areca alternatives wouk! 
imeertace with the park aiternanwes Onc 


respondece suggested that (Me wouter Cemter De 
placed along the Came River Decause the 


jowntown areca » already Cungested. 


Draft \iternaaves Pubic 
Meetings April 1998) 


Five putt mectimgs were Conducted to 
Drowide tte pubic with Getasls of the draft 
aiternamve Comcepts for Doth the naponai 
nentage area and aiso the nafonal park OT 
these Mwe_ the Commes:20n. with assistamee 
trom the Namonai Park Service. hosted two 
meciings witach focused on the draft con- 
ceptual alternatives for the nsmonal hentage 
area. Ome merting was Delu at Asdury ( meted 
Method:st Church. and the other at St. Augus- 
une Cathohc Church. A member of the 
-Ommmsson led these mectongs. and ¢ ipianed 
the hentage area alternatives in deta The 
pubic was asked for thew imput on the draft 
aiternapves. The mectimgs were advertised in 
the March newsletter znd advertisements were 
aiso placed in the Natchitoches, Shreveport. 
and Alexandna oewspapers. and on local raco 
and television programs. 














Pubic Respemse. >) ) <q indy tee 
CAPR CORR alu proiccieg ladowecr 
gucsbored *fetier of sot aagowarcr soe 
Nave (© tl ew property. and + @at sathonty 
would Me Commesoce have @ Oceg ie 
nemtage aca. intereM Gas capressed mw how 
Sow to ec. rwed teciescal assestance 
Oreservamon. Bow to have wour sar amouF- 
porated into the Dertage aca Member. of the 
-Ommswoe responded 80 af) guesom ‘com 
attends 


Lecal Orgamszatieas: ‘de . orem sce and 
tie Namomal Park Serwee hosted 2 mcting 

| Apri 1998) tor agemoes and orgamzabon 
the Natcietoc tes areca. Representatives @- 
beaded the maveur of the caty of Natchitoches. 
Kustactee Nanonud Forest, Natchmoctes 
Towns Comm=:son, unt manager of Fort 
kesup State Hestome Sate. aad the Natcitetoches 
Pursh Polos fury These agemeses and organ 
cations represented putcanal parteers in 
implementing tte draft akernatwe Comerpis A 
Preentupon of the draft aitermatives was given. 
aad queshems. ites. aad Comcerm about tic 
alternatives were requested. Attendees offered 
thet support on the umpiementapon of an sites - 
native. welcomed the oppurtumety to purtner- 
stip and Cooperate and wubmetted «ica and 
~ugyesbhors for Coordimanng educabonal 
efforts. 











State Agencies. Representatives from the 
commssroe and the Nanonal Park Serve met 


with representatives the state of Lowniana in 
September (998 The state was Onefed on the 
draft alternatwe Concepts and ther: Comments. 
wdeas. und suggestions were requested. Staic 
representatives inciuded the Department of 
Agncuiture and Forestry. Department cf 
Envircamental Quality. Department of Trans- 
portation and Development. the Louruana 
State Archeologist. the state hestome preser- 
vation officer. state hrstonc preservation 
office. Div. of Archeology. the Governor's 
Office. Divison of Histone Preservation. and 
the State Parks Office. 


itl 





semener of CUUD CC oemmemts ecre roorreed 
aul dureeg the Otay revere pened a 
putin moctemgs that were Acid lume 2! and 22> 
w Natcietoches and Came Riwer Mary com 
MEEMES were YAR tO acbom proposed a 
Viagmona aed Oualwe Plantatroe (tier 
Comments focused Of proposais rotated to 
acters we with the Cane River * atonal 
Hemtage Arca Common may parte pate 
and are part of Current pianmng aiterman vcs 
discussed om thins Ga ument 





Several peuple Comumented adout 2 future 
shuttic system, generally supporting wah 2 
system. Some asked how the shuttic Mop. were 
selected for the analyses and whether otiter 
shuttic stops could be comsadered. The Natche- 
the Cumcept of mourporaung a major Magung 
arca for a regronal shuttie 5) stem ite the 
developmen. of a poet regronal vesator center 
General support was also expressed for the 
development of a poent regronal veutor center, 


Some commentors cxapressed preference for 
having the visstor cemter located away from the 
park s plamtanon units and along a mayor 
highway where it would be more visible tw the 








CONSULT ATION AND COORDINATION 


public. One person suggested locating the 
visitor center south cf Natchitoches near the |- 
49 Cypress mterchange. Some peopie. 
especially those lnving m tne mernage area. 
voiced concerns about the addstional traffic 
that visitors would generate and about pedes- 
tnan safety along roadways A full summary of 
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the public s comments and National Pari 
Service's responses on the Draft General 
Manageme . }’san / Environmental impact 
Statement for Came River Creole National 
Historical Park can be found m the Final 
General Management Plan / Environmental 
Impact Statement 
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166 STAT 4738 
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168 STAT. 4758 


PUBLK LAW 163-443—-NOV 2 1934 
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The tolloweng imwentory of resources © Oased ue 

a wiadic aiormaGue soul umportaal properie> aad 
-uitural lamdscapes in Nascfatocecs Parsf® thai arc 
associated wath the bermtage of he Came River regron. 
The prumary data sources are the Napona! Register of 
Histome Places; the “Cane River Creole /mc/ 
Naponai Hertage Arca. Cultural Lamiscape 
inventor and Assessment (NPS [997a)”. the 
Emverommentai Assessment E] Cammy Reai de ws 
Tepes, Texas. Lousmane (NPS |998h). and the 
Nasctutoches Namoeal Histone Landmark Destnct 
noemagoon Ths s ite Desi avarladic data 4 ths 
poent in ome. Additonal work is accessary wo 


Jevelop a complete inventory. In 1992. the Divison 
ot Histone Preservanve of the Loumsana State 


Tabée B-1. Nameaal Regster of Hastonc Places Ytes 


Hestome Preservanve Ofhce Compicted a survey of 
~ructures in Natchatocttes Part that were SO wears 
oid of mre. Thes lengthy survey lasted 2 number of 
~rwtures Out dad aot Jocument thar chgidelity for 
ipumg ve the Naponai Regrster of Histone Places. 
Thess survey aceds to be updated and. for those sates 
ciate for um iusace vn the Naponal Register of 
Heturs Places. sumuaamee forms aced wo de 
-umpieted. Also. many of the propena» currentiy 
ited oa the Nabonai Regrster need further 
cvalua@oe aad documentapoe of thew Cultural 
landscape component. Further. there may de a 
number of archeviogscal remanns in the hemtage area. 
pernvularty of carly tobacco and umiigo plantabors. 
Full surveys have aot beer Compicted. 



















































































_ Bayou Folk Museum) 4 
Church of St. Anne 4310 Highway 485. Rodeline 
Hotei Juncnoa of LA 120 and Rasms Avenue. Marthaville 

Ft. Jesup* 32 Road. Many 
Jones House LA 484 along Cane River, Meiruse 

House 225 Withams Avenue, Natchitoches j 

House 143 Chapin Loop, Robdeiine J 
Los Adaes* 6354 Highway 435, Robdehne | 
Los Adaes (Boundary Increase )* O.S mile north of LA 6 north of Rodeline 

1a Plantanon* $487 Highway | 19. Natchez 
Masson De Mane Therese | mile northwest of Bermuda 
Melrose Ptantanon* LA 119 off LA 493. Melrose 





Roughly bounded by 2” 4* Jefferson. and Pane 
Streets and Wilhams and College Avenue. 














Natchitoches 
Natchitoches Nanonai Histone Landmark Distinct | Natchitoches 
(Boundary Increase )* 
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Histoncal Park (Jeam Prerre Emmaus 
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Oualawn Plananoa __ 2800 Highway 494. Naschstocies } 

Rodeiime Methodist Chur | Texas Sweet. LA 6, Rodeline J 

Stoker Howse __LA.6 near Fost Jesup (Sabune Punsh) , 

Texas and Pacsfic Rasiroad Depot Saath Street. Natchitoches 

Womee s Gymnasum, Northwestern Sate College Avenue. Natchitoches | 
i j 

*Nanoaal Histone Laadeck 

CULTURAL LANDSCAPES The inventory turther Wenafied |} propertes along 


The cultural landscape inventory prepared Dy the 
Nanonal Park Service in 1997 werufied and 
cvaluated sagaaiicant properties and landscapes 
withen Natchetoches Pansh that cvmn>ute to the 
Comprehensive understanding o! the heniage of the 
Came River regwa. Thes ventory is only a first step 
amd does aut provide the Jetaiied analysis. mappeng. 
and recommended treatments that should be Con 
ducted sutsequentiy un Cultural landscape reports. 
The sever drstenct Cultural landscape areas 
wnvemtoned are defined by phy wograpin and/or 
hestumc property lines. They are listed below and 
ibastrated on the Cultural Landscape Areas map. 


Old Spansh Lake Lowiands 

Old River Coemuzanty 

iste Breveile Community 

Lattie River Community 

Red River Agncultural Lands 

Clouberville Area 

Cume River Corndor (Cane River Lake and lower 
Cane River) 


Other umportant landscapes of a smailer scaic that 
were also lasted (Dut not mapped) im "hss inventory 
were those associate) with the following resources. 


Marco area 

Drake Salt Works (outside the parsh) 

Adaa Caddo Communaty (in the vicomaty of the 
Spanish Lake Lowlands) 


the Came Rover that have the most intact cultural 
landscape resources that help uilustrate the plantanve 
era. They are as follows: 


Cherokee Plantanon (Sompayarac Plantanon) 

Ouklawe Plantanoe ( Achille Prud homme Ptantanor) 

Beau Fort Ptaatanon ( Narcisse Prud homme 
Plantatron ) 

St. Charles Church 


Magnoha Plantanoa (inciuding Magnolia U mat. Cane 
Rover Creole Nabonal Histomcal Park) 


Kate Chopen House ( Aleus Clouner House) 
St. Augustine Church on Little River 

St. Mary's Bapast Church on Little River 
Liutie Eva Ptamtabon (Chopin Plantanon) 


The cultural landscape inventory mentioned many 
other associated structures (hat are not oe the national 
regrster Dut contribute to the hestome Character of the 
heritage area. Some of these are as follows. 


Lambre Cotton Gin 

Roeau Plantation (Carrol Jones House/ Refuge 
Plantateve ) 

Rachul House 

Madame Aubin Roque House 

St. Matthews Bapust Church aad School 


EL CAMINO REAL DE LOS TEJAS AND 
THE OLD SAN ANTONIO ROAD 


Congress directed the Natronal Park Service to 
undertake the National Historic Trati F ewsibelity 
Study and Environmental Assessment. El Camino 
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Reai de los Tejas, Texas, Lowssana that was 
completed in | 998. Thes study determmmed that the E] 
Cammae Reai de los Tejas and the Old San Antomo 
Road were sustadle and feasible to be designated as 
national hsstome waals, uf so authonzed Dy Congress. 
Borh cé these routes termunated in the vicumty of 
Natchitoches, theredy Comtmbutng to the area's 
Umportamee a> 2 Wramspertaboa crossroads. For the 
most part, both routes follow LA 6 and pass through 
or near Fort Jesup, Los Adaes, and unto the city of 
Natchitoches. 


NATCHITOCHES NATIONAL HISTORIC 
LANDMARK DISTRICT 


The hestore cxty of Natchatoches has Deen designated 
Places of interest situated along and near the Danks of 
the Came River. This town played a significant role in 
the Came River story. The distinct was an umportant 
transportation crossroads as weil as the commercial 
and pobtecal center of the parsh. It contains histone 
town homes, stores, churches, and other pubic 
buskdimgs that served the needs of the piantabons. 
Currently. the totloweng structures are listed as 
cvaenduang to significance of the histone landmark 
distmct. The boundames of the distinct could be 
amended on the future to include additonal resources. 


ttS Amulet Street 

120 Amulet Street. Chamard House 

12) Anpulet Street 

132 Amulet Street 

314 Amulet Street 

145 Church Street. Bishop Marun’s Residence. St. 
Joseph's College. Cathohe Rectory 

210 College Avenue 

216 College Avenue 

1 LS Cypress Avenue 

118 Cypress Avenue 

127 Cypress Avenue 

133 Cypress Avenue 

136 Cypress Avenue 

139 Cypress Avenue 

145 Cypress Avenue 





S12 Front Sweet 

$24 Front Street 

SSO Front Sweet, DeBheux Busiding 
$338 — 560 Front Sureet, Opera House 
S82 Front Street 
600-602 From Street 


ag 




















428 Second Street 


434 Second Street. Chaplin House 


533 Second Street 


550 Second Street, Cunningham Law Offices 
600 Second Street, Oid Courthouse 
605 Second Street, Immaculate Conception Catholic 


Church 
613 Second Street 


617-619 Second Street 


622 Second Street 
630 Second Street 
801 Second Street 
$24 Second Street 
840 Second Street 
846 Second Street 
$52 Second Street 
119 Sidney Street 
202 Sidney Street 
203 Sidney Street 
211 Sidney Street 


215 Sidney Street 

812 Third Street 

825 Third Street 

833 Third Street 

301 Touline Street 

307 Touline Street 

315 Touline Street 

116 Trudeau Street 

137 Trudeau Street 

804 Washington Street, Sompayrac Building 
843 Washington Street 

869 Washington Street 

874 Washington Street, Unter House 
901 Washington Street 

902 Washington Street, Magnolias 
907 Washington Street 

917 Washington Street 

927 Washington Street, Tauzin House 
983 Washington Street 
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APPENDIX C: HERITAGE AREAS - A NEW CONSERVATION MODEL 


WHAT IS A HERITAGE AREA? 


The culture of a community is shaped by the local 
environment and topography, and the patierns of 
human activity that define that culture are recorded in 
the land. Thus, a “cultural landscape” arises, reflect- 
the land. Many of our nation’s unique cultural land- 
scapes now face wrevocable alteration through 
development or neglect. The heritage area concept 
offers an innovative method for citizens, in part- 
nership with local, state and federal government. 
nonprofit and private sector interests, to develop a 
plan and an implementation strategy focused on 
conserving the special qualities of the local cultural 
landscape. Heritage areas can be designated locally. 
or as part of a state or federal system of heritage 


WHAT IS A “NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA”? 


A “national heritage area™ is a place designated by the 
United States Congress, where natural, cultural, 
historic, and recreational resources combine to form a 
from patterns of human activity shaped by geog- 
representative of the national experience through the 
have evolved in the areas. Continued use of the 
national heritage areas by people whose traditions 
helped to shape the landscapes enhances their 


WHY DO COMMUNITIES BENEFIT FROM 
DESIGNATION AS A HERITAGE AREA? 


Heritage conservation efforts are grounded in a 
community's pride in its history and traditions, and its 
interest in seeing them retained along with the 
evidence of them as projected by generations of 
activity on the landscape. Preserving the integrity of 
the cultural landscape and local stories means that 
future generations of the community will be able to 
understand and define who they are, where they come 
from, and what ties them to their home. Heritage 
areas thus offer the potential to ensure key educa- 





WHY DO SOME COMMUNITIES GET TO BE 
NATIONAL HERITAGE AREAS? 


The designation of a “national heritage area™ is a 
recognition of a community's efforts to identify its 
natural and cultural resources that define its sense of 
place, and its stones. Designation recognizes 
nationally distinctive landscapes, and the role of these 
distunctive landscapes in defining the collective 
American cultural landscape. Designation as a 
recognition of local community-based efforts to 


WHAT ARE THE BENEFTTS OF A 
PARTNERSHIP TO CONSERVE 
HERITAGE AREAS? 


The partnership approach generates opportunities for 
creative input on the desired future of a community 


from a broad range ©{ constituents and them diverse 
perspectives. Particspation in a collaborative exercise 
of idea sharing and planning fosters a spit of 
cooperation capable of uniting the many voices of a 
community into pursuit of a common cause. The 
participants are able to continually refresh their own 
perspective on the sense of place they seek to pre- 
serve. This ensures the availability of a greater 
number of tools ior meeting the hentage area goals. 
available significant technical expertise to assist with 
all stages of this process, form the identification of 
important resources to planning for preservation. 
imterpretation and the education of future generations. 


WHY THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE? 


The National Park Service, when created in 1916, 
was identified as the federal agency responsible for 
nationally significant, for present and future genera- 
tions. Heritage areas are one way in which the Park 
Service can carry out this mission, by assisting the 
voluntary efforts of citizens to protect a local cultural 
landscape. Through the conservation of discrete, 
seeks to preserve, in partnership with the local 
citizenry, a portion of the patchwork of American 
landscapes, which helps to define the nationally 
significant American identity. 
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OF HERITAGE AREAS? 


Sux nationa: hentage areas were designated by 
Congress before 1996: 


John H_ Chafee Blackstone River Valley National 

Island 

Pennsylvama 

Route (Path of Progress): Pennsylvania 
Quinebaug and Shetucket Rivers Valley National 
Cache la Poudre River Corridor: Colorado 


In 1996 Congress passed the Ommubus Parks Act. 


National Coal Heritage Area: West Virginia 

Tennessee Civil War Heritage Area: Tennessee 

Rivers of Steel National Heritage Area: 
Pennsylvama 

Essex National Heritage Area: Massachusetts 
Carona 

America’s Agricultural Heritage Partnership 
(Silos and Smokestacks): lowa 
Ohio 

Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area: 
New York 

Shenandoah Valley Battlefields National Histonc 
District: Virginia 


The most recent heritage area designations include 
the following: 


(1998) 
Schuykill River Valley National Heritage Area 
(2000) 
Lackawanna Valley National Heritage Area 


(2000) 
Yuma Crossing National Heritage Area (2000) 
Wheeling National Heritage Area (2000) 





The congressional designation of the areas in the 
Ommuebus Parks Act (1996) identifies a “management 
approach. This management entity may be a state or 
local agency, a commussion, or a private nonprofit 
corporation. The management entity is empowered to 
create a management plan for the heritage area. and is 
authorized to receive federal funds on the arca’s 
behalf. 


Management Plan 


The management plan describes the ways the man- 
fulfillment of their common vision. Typical actions 
suggested by a management plan might include 
developing a visitor's guide publication. rehabilitating 
an wmportant buslding or site. or creating a walking 
tras! (hrough an important area. 


Lecal Control 


The authority to implement the management plan 
rests im the hands of local officials: no management 
entity, nor any federal agency, is given the authority 
by the enabling legisianion to regulate land. The 
management entuty 1s also usually prohibited from 
using the federa: funds it receives through enabling 
legrsiation to acquire real property. 


Compact or Cooperative Agreement 


After a heritage area ts designated by Congress, NPS 
staff are enlisted as partners with local community 
activists im organizing and planning a heritage area. 
and enter into a “compact” with the local parties. The 
compact is a statement of assent to mutually shared 
goals, and also serves as the legal vehicle through 
which federal funds can be passed to nongovern- 
mental management entities. Involving the National 
Park Service in the national heritage area draws on 
the expertise in historic preservation, interpretation 
and natural resource conservation within the National 
Park Service. NPS involvement is always advisory in 

















Appendix C- Heritage Areas —A New Conservation Model 


Mail Stop 3622 MIB, 1849 C Saeet, NW, 
If you would like additional general information on Washington, D.C_ 20240. (202) 565-1182. 


heritage areas contact: Department of the Interior, 
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APPENDIX D- ANALYSIS OF A CONCEPTUAL SHUTTLE BUS OPERATION 


If some type of shuttle bus service were to be 
provided to connect the proposed visitor center with 
might such a service look like? Table D-1 describes a 
conceptual routing of such a shutzle bus service 
between the proposed visitor center and the Kate 
Chopim House in Cloutierville. The general routing of 
this service would be as follows: 


e Depart visitor center (for the purposes of this 
exercise, a hypothetical location somewhere near 
Fort St. Jean Baptiste was used) and proceed 
north and east via Jefferson Street (LA Route 6 
Business) and Keyser Avenue (LA Route | 
Business) to LA Route 49. 


e Continue east and south uiong LA Route 494 to 
Oakland Plantation, passing Oaklawn Plantation 
(Pratt's Bridge), Cherokee Plantation, and Beau 
Fort Plantation. 


e Continue south and east along LA Route 119 
through Bermuda to Melrose Plantation and 


Magnolia Plantation. 


e Continue south and east along LA Route 119, 
LA Route | and LA Route 491 to the Kate 
Chopin House in Cloutierville (terminus of 
proposed route). 


This suggested routing would have a one-way travel 
distance of approximately 24.7 miles and would 
require approximately 49 minutes at an average travel 
speed of 30 mph. The total round-trip travel ume 
would be approximately 99 minutes. Allowing a 10% 
layover time at the end of the route in Cloutierville, a 
single round-tnp on this proposed route would take 
approximately 109 minutes, or about 1.82 hours. 


The lower portion of table D-1 presents the estimated 
vehicle requirements that would be associated with 
between 120 minutes and 10 minutes. For the 
purposes of this analysis, it has been assumed that 
this proposed shuttle bus service would operate 
continuously throughout the day, with passengers 
boarding and debarking at each designated stop along 
the route rather than having each vehicle stop at each 
of the visitor attractions served along the route and 
waiting until its passengers have compieted their tour 
of the attraction. 





As shown on table D-1, varying the service interval 
between 120 minutes and 10 minutes results in a 
variation in the number of vehicles required from a 
low of one vehicle (for service once every 120 
minutes) to a high of 11 vehicles (for service once 
every 10 minutes). For the purposes of conceptual 
level cost estimation, it is suggested that a service 
interval of once every 30 minutes be assumed. 


Assuming a shuttle service frequency of once every 
30 minutes, four vehicles would be required. 
Assuming a traditional 20% spare vehicles ratio to 
accommodate maintenance requirements, a total of 
(four vehicles) X (1.20) = 4.80 vehicles would be 
service level would thus be five vehicles. 


There are a wide variety of transit vehicles that could 
be used to provide such a tourist onented shuttle bus 
service. These range from 12- to 15-passenger open- 
air vehicles, to replica trolley buses, to 30- to 35- 

to over-the-road intercity tour buses capable of 
transporting 45 to 50 people. Information compiled 
by BRW., Inc. in the course of other transportation 
has identified typical unit costs for such vehicles at 
about $50,000 for smail shuttle / van type equipment 
to about $225,000 for medium-sized transit and 
replica trolley buses, to as much as $350,000 for over 


For the purposes of this analysis, it is suggested that a 
cost of $225,000 per vehicle be assumed. For the 
required fleet of five vehicles, this would require a 
total capital outlay of approximately (5 vehicles) X 
($225,000 per vehicle) = $1,125,000. Depending on 
the current capabilities and type of transit equipment 
being operated by any potential concessioner 
operator, an additional 10%-20% of this capital 
outlay ($1 12,500 to $225,000) might be required to 
equipment for these vehicles. 


In addition to this capital requirement, there would be 
an ongoing annual operating cost associated with 
providing any type of shuttle bus service. Assuming 
that additional vehicles would not be required to 
accommodate peak demands, the four vehicle fleet 
necessary to provide 30-minute frequency service 





Appendix D: Anatysis of a Conceptual Shustie Bus ( peration 
Tasce D-1. DESCRIPTION OF POTENTIAL SHUTTLE Bus OPERATIONS 





Visitor Center LA | Bus/ LA 1223 a5 I I 2 
LA! Bus/LA1I223  _—— wPrramt’s Bridge 6.4 13 i4 23 
Pratt's Budge LA 119/LA 494 19 4 13 35 
LA 119/LA 494 Oakland Plantanon 2 5 23 +6 
Oakiand Ptantanon Melrose Plantanon 2 10 33 66 
Melrose Plantanon Magnolia Ptantanon $.2 10 — 87 
Magnoha Ptantanon Kate Chopin House 29 6 49 99 

Totals 24.] 49 49 99 


Total Round-trip Time + 10% layover time = (99 minutes) X (1.10) = 109 minutes = 1.92 hours 











Total Round Tnp Time Service Interval Number of Number of Vehicles 
Vehicies Required 
(mznutes ) (munutes) Required (Rounded) 
109 120 0.91 } 
109 90 1.21 2 
109 60 1.82 2 
109 30 3.63 4 
109 20 5.45 6 
109 15 7.27 8 
109 10 10.90 il 











would probably be in operation over the cuurse of the Data compiled by BRW., Inc. in the course of similar 


year. The following operating characteristics have previous assignments for the National Park Service 
been assumed for this service: has identified an average transit operating cost of 
$50.00 per vehicle hour. Applying this typical unit 
e Peak vehicle requirement - four buses cost value to the estuumated annual vehicle-hours of 
© Daily hours of operation - 8:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. operation above results in an esumated annual 
(10 hours per day) Operating cost for the proposed shuttle bus service 
© Operations seven days per week equal to (14,560 vehicle-hours per year) X ($50.00 
© Operations 52 weeks per year per vehicle-hour) = $728,000 per year. 
e Total annual operating hours = (four vehicles) X . ' . 
(10 hours per day) X (7 days per week) X (52 Assuming that each of the four vehicles in operation 


weeks ) = 14,560 vehicle hours at any given ume would have a capacity of 
uthens — approximately 30 seats, the daily and annual capacity 
of the proposed shuttle bus system would be as 
follows: 
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(four buses per hour) X (10 hours per day) X (30 
passengers per bus) = 1,200 passengers per day) 


(1,206 passengers per day) X (7 days per week) 
X (S2 weeks per year) = 436,300 passengers per 
year 


Both the daily and annual shuttle bus system 
capacities are substantially in excess of the esumated 
peak daily and projected annuai visitation levels at 
the units of the Cane River Creole National Historic 
Park. Thus, there should not be amy excessive 
loadings on the shuttle bus system. 


Two important factors that will contribute to the 
success of the potential shuttle bus system are the 
actual use of the service and the fare per passenger 
charged by the concessioner. If the estimated annual 
operating cost of $728,000 as described above is 
assumed to remain constant, the following average 
fare per passenger as shown in table D-2 would be 
required to fully recover these costs with varying 
levels of system use: 


As illustrated im table D-2, the esumated required fare 
per passenger to fully recover the estimated annual 
operating costs of the proposed service would range 
from a low of $1.67 to a high of $6.67 for system 
capacity use levels between 100% and 25%. At lower 
levels of system use, the required fare to fully recover 
dramatically, to values that most if not ail potential 
patrons wouid find unacceptable. 


A number of actions could be employed to reduce the 
esumated annual operating cost of the sysiem, and 
hence the required fare per passenger to fully recover 
the costs. These include the following: 


Operate the service less frequently; Le, service 
every 60 minutes would reduce the annual 
operating cost of the system by 50%. 


Operate service less expensively; ie., select a 
concessioner whose unit costs are less than the 
assumed level of $50.00 per vehicie-hour, 


Operate a less extensive service; ie., rather than 
going all the way to the Kate Chopin House in 
Clounerville, the route might initially end at 
either Magnolia Plantation or Oakland 
Plantanon. 


The fundamental questnon that needs to be answered 
is whether or not a consolidated visitor information / 
regional interpretive history center would indeed be 

created. In the absence of such a facility with a large 
number of long-term visitor parking spaces availabie. 
the potennal viability of a shuttle bus service linking 
the city of Natchitoches wth the attractions along the 
Cane River corndor would be very questionable. 


Assuming that agreement is reached among all 
parties concerned to proceed with the development of 
the proposed visitor center, it is recommended that a 
more formalized transit operations pian be 
formulated for various alternative shuttle services 
between this site and the various visitor atiractions in 
the Natchitoches area. 


TaBLe D-2. ESTIMATED FARE PER PASSENGER TO FULLY RECOVER ANNUAL OPERATING COSTS, PROPOSED 
30-MINUTE SERVICE FREQUENCY SHUTTLE Bus SERVICE, CANE RIVER CREOLE NATIONAL Historic Park 
(Estimated Annual Operating Cost = $728,000) 
































Source; BRW., Inc. 
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Advisory Council on Historic Preservanon —- An 

to: review and comment on federal actions affecting 
properties listed or or eligible for sung on the 
National Register of Histonc Places; advise the 
president and Congress on histone preservation 
matters; and recommend measures to coordinate 
activities of federal, state, and local agencies. Its 
outside the federal government. 


Affected Environment — The brologicail physical. 
social, and economic conditions of an area that are 
subject to change. both directly and indirectly, as a 
result of a proposed human action. 


Cultural Landscapes — A geographic area 
(including both cultural and natural resources and 
the wildlife or domesuc anmais thereim) associated 
with a historic event, activity, or person or 
exhibiting other cultural or aesthetic values. 


Cultural Resource — An aspect of a cultural system 
that ts valued by or significantly representative of a 
culture or that contains significant information 
about a culture. A cultural resource might be a 
tangible entity or a cultural practice. Tangibe 
cultural resources are categonzed as districts. sites, 


Fee Simple Ownership — A category of 
landownership in which one person or agency owns 
all the mghts associated with a parce! of land, in 
contrast to less-than-fee ownership. 


Easement — A nght afforded a property owner to 
make limited use of another property owner’s real 
property. The landowner ts reserved ail] mghts and 
privileges that do not interfere with or abridge this 
right. The easement may be permanent or 
occasional. 


Environmental Assessment (EA) — A concise public 
document prepared by a federal agency to satisfy 
the requirements of the National Environmental 
Policy Act of 1969, as amended. The document 
contains sufficient analysis to Gciermine whether 
the proposed action (1) constitutes a major action 
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adversely affecting the quality of the human 
enviroament. thereby requiring the preparation of 
an enviroamental impact statement, or (2) does not 
constitute such an action, resulting in a “Finding of 


Finding of No Significant impact (FONSI) - A 
public document that bnefly presents the reasons 
why an action will not have a major adverse impact 
on the human environment, and therefore will not 
require preparation of an environmental impact 
siatement. 


Floodpiam — Land adjacent to a nver or stream that 
is penodically subject to flooding. 


Histor District — A geographically definable area. 
urban or rural, possessing a sigm™ ficant 
concentration, link. or continuaty of sites, 
landscapes, structures, or obyects, united by past 
events or aesthetically by pian or physical 
developments. A distinct may also be composed of 
inked by association or history. 


Historie Site — The site of a sagmificant ¢ vent, 
prehistone or histone occupation of acti vity, or 
structure or landscape whether extant or vanished. 
where the site ntself has histonecal, cultural, or 
archeological value apart from the vane of any 
existing structure or landscape. 


National Historic Landmark (NHL) — These are 
distncts, site, busidings, structures, or objects found 
to possess national significance in illustrating or 
representing the prehistory and history of the 
United States. National histone landmarks are 
designated by the secretary of the intenor. Other 
than inclusion in the national park system. 
landmark designation is the federal government s 
only official designanon of national significance of 
a historic property. 

National Register of Historic Places — The 
comprehensive list of districts, sites, buildings, 
structures, and objects of national, regional, state. 
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and local significance in Amer. 2n history. 
archatecture. archeology. engineenng. and culture 
kept by the Namonai Park Service under the 
authomty of the Nanonai Histone Preservaoa Act 
of 1966. 


Orentanon Faciity — A piace where visitors 
generaily start a visit Dy getting generai iaformation 
about the hentage area, including what there 1s to 
do and see and where things are. 


Preservanon — The act or process of applying 
measures to sustain the form, integnty. and maternal 
of a Dusidang or structure, landscape. or object. 
Work may include prelammmary measures to protect 
and stabilize the property, but generally focuses 
repaar of hestomc matenais and features rather than 
extensive replacement and new work. 


Rehabdiitanon — The act or process of returmng a 
property to use by repaur or alteration: preserves 
portions or features that are sagmificant to histoncai. 
architectural, and cultural values. 


Ripanan — Typrcaily refers to vegetanon found 
along waterways and shorelines thai 1s adapted to 
provides cover aad food for fish, and mtercepts 
solar radianon. 


Visator Center — This structure would include the 
funcnoas of an onentanon facility and adds 
educanonal devices such as exhabits, programs, and 
other media "hat would interpret the hertage areas 
oy er 


Viewshed — The area that can be seen from a 
parucuiar locaseon. including near or distant yews. 


Wetland — Areas that are inundated by surface or 
groundwater with a frequency sufficient to support 
a prevalence of vegetative or aquatic life that 
requires saturated or seasonally saturated soul 
conditions for growth or reproduction. Wetlands 
include swamps, marshes, bogs, wet meadows, 
nver overflows, mud flats, and natural ponds. 
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Amencan Demographics Gosselink, James G. and Lyndoa C. Lee 
1996 “Heritage Tourism is Hot.” September. 1987  Cismudanive Impact Assessment in 
Retneved Apni 5, 1999, from Internet Bottomiand Hardwood Forests. Center 
Berger. Barnard & Thomas, Inc. Gregory, H. F_ and Joseph Moran 
1990 “Summary Report for Zoning & Land 1996 “We Know Who We Are”: An 
Use Analysis for the Pamsh of Ethnographic Overview of the Creole 
Natchitoches Police Jury in Natchitoches Community and Tradinons of Isle 
Pansh, Loutsiana ~ Breveile and Cane River, Louisiana. 
Prepared for the National Park Service. 
BRW. Inc. C>py available from NPS Denver Service 
1999 §6=.- “" Tramsportation Study, Cane River Center, Denver, CO. 
Creole National Histoncal Park and Cane 
River Nanonal Hentage Area.” Denver, Lousiana Department of Agnculture and Forestry 
co. 1990 Louisiana's Stream and Bottomiand 
Hardwoods, Baton Rouge, LA. 
The Center for the Study of the Amencan South 
ad. “Center Co-Sponsors First Regional Lousiana Department of Culture, Recreation. and 
Hertage Tourtsm Conference.” Retneved Tounsm 
April 5, 1999, from Internet site ad. “Lounsiana Office of Tourtsm.” Retneved 
<hap-//www_unc.edu/depts/csas/road/rs | Apnil 5, 1999, from Internet site <hap:// 
City of Natchitoches n.d. “Loussiana’s Scenic Byways.” Retneved 
1996 Natchitoches Historic District Compre- April 5, 1999, from Internet site 
hensive Plan. Prepared for the city by <hitp://www.crt state la.us/ 
Commuauty Planing and Research Inc. crv/tourismy/scemc/scemcbw.htm> 
2000 City of Natchitoches web site — 1983 “Loutsiana’s Comprehensive 
http-//www.c1 natchitoches.la._us/progress. Archaeological Plan.” by Steven D. 
htm Smith, Philip B. Rivet, Kathleen M. 
Byrd, and Nancy W. Hawkins. Office of 
Christopher Chadbourne and Associates Cultural Development, Division of 
1997 Design Guidelines for the Natchitoches Archaeology. Baton Rouge, LA. 
Historic District: A Handbook for 
Historic Resources within the 1996 Louisiana Comprehensive Statewide 
Cambndge, MA. Cultural Development, Division of 
Corps of Engineers, U.S. Army 
1986 Cane River Basin, Louisiana, Flood Loursiana Department of Culture, Recreation. and 
Damage Prevention Study. Vicksburg Tourtsm, Office of State Parks 
Distnet, MS. 1994a Louisiana Wetlands Priority 
Conservation Plan, 1993-1998. Div. of 
Forest Service, U.S. Department of Agnculture Outdoor Recreation, Baton Rouge, LA. 
1999s Final Environmental impact Statement: 
Kisatchie National Forest, Land and 
Resource Management Plan. Southern 
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1996 Letter trom Robert Buquoi, Assisiant 


1999 Fax from Carolyn Day to National Park 


Water Pollunon Control Drv ts100, 


Lousiana Department of Transportation and 

Development 

1984 The Louisiana Water Resources Study 
Commission's Report to the 1984 
Legislature. Office of Public Works. 
Baton Rouge, LA. 


1996 = Traffic Volume Monitoring. (1998, 1997, 
97&98 and 1996 editions). Baton Rouge, LA. 


Mills, Gary 
1977 =: The Forgotten People: Cane River's 
Creoles of Color. Baton Rouge and 


N&A Inc., Consulting Engineers, Land Surveyors 
1996 Natchitoches City/Parish Master Plan 
2020. Natchitoches, LA. 


Nabokov, Peter, Lawreace Loendorf, Joan 

Browneil, Stuart Conner, Inna Himes, and Nancy 

Krekeler 

1994 “Every Morning of the Worid: Ethno- 
graphic Resources Study, Bighorn Can- 
yon Nanonal Recreanon Area | Montana 
and W yomung]}, Including Informanona on 
Adjacent Lands Managed by Custer 
Nanonal Forest and the Bureau of Land 
Management.” Prepared for the Rocky 
Service, Denver, Colorado. Madison: 
Deparument of Anthropology. University 
of Wisconsin at Madison. 


Natchitoches Tourtst Commussion 

n.d “Where ts Natchitoches”. Retneved 
January 19, 1999, from Internet site 
<hup.//www.cp-tel ne/natchitoches/ 
natchitoches2_htmi> > 

ad Annual Guestbook Records. 


Nanonal Assembly of State Arts Agencies 

ad. “Publications.” Retneved Apmi 5, 1999, 
from Internet site <hitp://www- 
arts.org/new. nasaa/artworks/pubs.shtmi> 


ad. Partners in Tourtsm: Culture and 


Nanonal Park Service, U.S. Department of the 

Interior 

ad. “Cane River Creole National Histoncal 
Park and Hertage Area.” Retneved 
January 19, 1999, from Internet site 
<http://www_aps. gov/cary>. 


1993 = Special Resource Study, Environmental 


1994 §6“Cultural Resource Management 
Guideline, NPS-28." Release Number 4. 
July 1994. Washington, D.C. 


1995 Highway 165 Corridor Study, Southeast 














1997a 


1997b 


1997c¢ 


1997d 


1997e 


“Cultural Landscape Inventory, Cane 1998e 
Magnola Ptantanoa.” Copy avasiabie at 
park headquarters. 


~Magnola Plantanoa Comon Gia and 
Parish, Louisiana,” by R. O'Connor. 
ay er a 
HAER No. LA-1 1. Washingtoa, D.C. 


Hertage Area: Cultural Landscape 
Inventory and Assessment,” by Lucy 
Hasty. Southeast Support Office. 


“Cultural Landscape Inventory. Cane 
Oakland Plantanoa. Copy available at 
park headquarters. 


“Histor Structure Assessment Report: 
Came River Nanonal Histomcal Park. 
Natchitoches Parsh, Lowssiana.” by Ah. 
A. Min. Southeast Support Office. 
Auanta, GA. 


1998t 


Slave Quarter / Tenant Houses, Magnolia 


[WR 


“Cultural Resource Management 
Guideline.” (Prepared in 1997. released 
on June | 1, 1998, Director's Order 
Number 23). Washingtoa, D.C. 


“Draft Concept Paper: The Ethnographic 
Resources Inventory,” by Mark 
Schoepfle, Donald Callaway, Michael J. 
Evans, Edward Natay, Alexa Roberts, 
David E. Ruppert, Jaciiee Wray, and 
Mure! K. Cresps. Washington, D.C. 





Sevected References 


“Draft Histome Resource Study, Voi. |. 
Magnola Plantanoa. Came River Crevie 
Nanoaal Histoncal Park.” Denver 
Service Center, Denver, CO. The 
tstoncal overview was Completed by 
Professor Aar Maioae of Northwestern 
State Umversaty under contract to the 
Nanoaal Park Service. Southeast 
Denver Service Center, compiled the 
resource ventory. 

Note: the “Draft Histone 

Resource Study, Voi. 2, Oakland 

Plantathon ~ ts in progress. 


Heritage Study, Volumes | and 2. Lower 
Mississinns Dee Resion. D Serv 
Center, Denver, CO. 


“Histone Structure Assessment Report. 
Main House. Oakland Plantanon Cane 
River Namoaal Histomecal Park, 
Natchitoches Parsh, Loussiana.” by Ah. 
A. Min. Southeast Support Office. 
Auanta, GA. 


“Histone Structure Assessment Report: 
Overseer’s Hou-s / Store and Posi Office 
/ South Slave Cabin / North Slave Cabin, 
Oakland Plantanoa, Cane River Natonai 
Lousiana,” by Ali. A. Man. Southeast 
Support Office. Adanta, GA. 


Cane River National Histomeal Park.” by 
Lust of Classefied Structures Team. 
Southeast Support Office. Adanta, GA. 


Nanonai Historw Tras F eassbelity Study 
and Environmental Assessment. El 
Camino Reai de los Tejas, “exas/ 
Denver, CO. 


“Rapid Ethnographic Assessment Report: 
Ptanaing for Oakland | Plantanon}, Cane 
({Lowssanaj.” Draft report (35%) by 
Munei Cresps, Sherm Lawson Clark, 
Allison H, Pena, and Lawrence F. Van 
Horn. Nanonal Center for Cultural 
Resource Stewardship and Partnerships. 
Washington, D.C. 


227 











19993 4A Bnef Ethnography of Magnolia 
Creole Naonai Histomcal Park ( 100% 
draft), by Mumei Cresp:. Nanonai Center 
for Cultural Resource Stewardshup and 
Partnershups. W ashingtoa, D.C. 


1999> 6 “A Comprehensive Subsurface 
Invesugavon at Magaola Plantianvn. 
Park, Natchitoches, Louwssiana,” by 
Benme C. Keel, Christian E. Miller, Lynn 


1994 Highway Capacity Manuai (Special 
Report 209), 3" ed... Washingtoa, D.C. 


Nanoaal Trust for Histome Preservation 

n.d. “Regronal Hertage Areas.” Retneved 
Apni 8, 1999. from Internet search of 
benvtrusy/ AT-trust_sate search.cg>. 


1997 = (Draft) “Your New Nanonai Hentage 
Area: What Now?” Washingtoa, D.C. 


1999 =—s-—s “"Hertage Tourssm.” Fax sent to Richard 
Lichtkoppier of the Nanonai Park Service 
on April 5, 1999. 


North Carolina 

ad. “Herttage Tourtsm for North Carolina 
and the South.” Retmeved Apni 5, 1999. 
from Internet sate 


Development Center 

ad. Natchitoches Parish Profile. Prepared in 
cooperanee wath the Central Lousiana 
Regronal Econom Development 
Alhance. 


ROM. Techaical documentanon / 


1994 “Zomng Regulamons: Ordinance Number 


Pennsyivama Dutch Convenor and Visitors 
Bureau 
1997 =—s_s« “' Herttage Tourtsm.” Retneved Apmi 5, 
1999. from Internet sate 
<hitp.// www. pahertage com/> 


So Conservation Service (now Natural Resource 

Conservanon Service), U.S. Deparument of 

Agnculture 

1985 Final Environmental Impact Statement: 
Resource Management Plan. Southern 
Regwna. 


1990 =—_( Saal Survey of Natchitoches Parish, 
Lowsana. In cooperauon with Forest 
Scrvice, Lowssana Agnecultural 
Water Conservanon Commutice. 


South Carolina 

1997. “South Carolina Developing Hentage 
Corndor.” Reprinted from the November- 
December 1997 issue of AAA Carolinas. 
Retneved Apmi 5, 199. from Internet site 


<http.//www_sc-hertagecorndor 
org/htmi/aaad7 huni> 
Stokes, Samue! N., Elizabeth Watson, and Shelley 
S. Mastran 
1997 Saving America’s Countryside. 2™ ed. 


Press. 
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1992 


“Populanoa Estumates by Age. Sex. and 
Race - Natchstoches Pansh, Loussiana 
1997.” Retmeved January 13, 1999. from 
Interne: sate 
<hutp.//govinto. hbrary orst edu/cig- 
den/pe-list ’map=0 | -069 lac>. 


“Populanon Estumates by Age. Sex. and 
Race - Loussszama 1996.” Retneved 
January 13, 1999. from Internet site 


den hhes/saupeS V estimates esumate pi>. 
“Census of Populaon and Housing. 
1990: Summary Tape File 3 on CD- 
ROM. Techmecai documentanon / 
prepared by the Bureau of the Cemsus. C 
Washington: The Bureau | 992. 


1995-96.” Retneved January 13, 1999 
from Internet sate 


been: ifmowindo. lit belcsi- bin! 
dfact ’9_05-069.lac>. 


ad Regnonal Economac Information System, 
“Bearfacts Natchitoches, Lousiana 
1986-96.” Retneved January 14, 1999, 
from Internet site 
dfact’8_ 05-069. lac>. 


ad Regional Economac Informaion System, 
“Bearfacts, Lousiana 1995-96.” 
Retneved January 13, 1999. from Internet 
bun/bfact "9 _05-state_las>. 


ad. Regwnail Econom Informanon System. 
“Bearfacts, Lousiana 1986-96." 
Retneved January | 4. | 999 trom Internet 
sate <hitp-//govinio. brary orst.cdu/cgr 
dun/biact ’S_05-~state_las>. 


ad. Regwaal Econom Informanon System. 
“Total Personal Income by Type and 
Earmngs by Industry. Lou:s:ana 1980." 
Retneved January 14. 1999. from Internet 
site <http//govinio. library orst edu/cg- 
Danvrets-list ’3_05-state las>. 


nd. Regwnal Econom Informanon System. 
“Total Personal Income by Type and 
Earmags dy Industry. Natchitoches 
Parish, Lowssiana 1980.” Retneved 
January 14, 1999. from Internet site 
<batp://govinio. library orst.edu/cg?- 
ban/ress-last’?3_ 05-069. lac>. 


ad. Regional Economic Information System, 
“Total Personal Income by Type and 
Earmags dy Industry. Natchitoches 
Parish, Lowussiana 1996.” Retneved 
January 14, 1999, from Internet site 
ben/rets-last?9_ 05-069 lac>. 
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nd. Regional Economic Information System, 
“Total Personal Income by Type and 
Earnings by Industry, United Staies 1980. 
Retrieved January 134 1999, from 
Internet site <http-// 
govinfo.library .crst.edu/cgi-bin/reis- 
list?3_05-state.usa>. 


n.d. Regional Economic Information System, 
“Total Personal Income by Type and 
Earnings by Industry, United States 
1996.” Retrieved January 14, 1999, from 
Internet site <http-// 
govinfo.library.orst.edu/cgi-bin/reis- 
list?9_05-state.usa>. 


1969-95 Regional Economic Information System 
1969-95, Economics and Statistics 
. alidaaeltl 


1969-95 Regional Economic Information System 
1969-95, on CD ROM [machine readable 
data files} August 1997 


U.S. Department of Transportation 

1995 _ Linking the Delta Region with the Nation 
and the World. FHWA Research and 
Tech Report Center, Lanham, MD. 


U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal 

Highway Administration, and Louisiana 

Department of Transportation and Development 

1996 Environmental Assessment for State 

Project No. 835-20-001, F_A.P. No. BRO- 
001S(556), Cane River Lake Bridge, 
Route: LA 494 (Keyser Avenue) 
Natchitoches Parish. Baton Rouge, LA. 


1997 Environmental Assessment with Finding 
of No Significant Impact for State Project 
No. 835-20-001, F_A.P. No. BRO- 
001S(556), Cane River Lake Bridge, 
Route: LA 494 (Keyser Avenue) 
Natchitoches Parish. Baton Rouge. LA. 


U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
1986 Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act 
Report on Cane River Basin Study, by 
Charles A. McCabe. Region IV, 
Ecological Services, Vicksburg, MS. 


U.S. Geological Survey, U.S. Department of the 

Interior 

1995 “Water Resources Data, Louisiana Water 
Year 1995.” Prepared in cooperation with 
Louisiana Department of Transportation 
and Development and with other state 
and federal agencies. 


Utah Division of State History, Preservation Office 

n.d. “Utah Heritage Tourism Toolkit.” 
Retrieved April 8, 1999, from Internet 
site <http://168.177.228.164/history/ 
preserve/toolkit/toolkit_htm> 


Vermont Heritage Network 

n.d. “What Is Heritage Tourism?” Retrieved 
April 5, 1999, from Internet site 
<http://www.uvm.edu/_vhnet/hertour/hth 
ome5.htmi> 
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PREPARERS AND CONSULTANTS 


PREPARERS Cane River Waterworks, District No. 2 
Community Affairs 
National Park Service Levee and Drainage District 
Mayor’s Office 
. Natchitoches Historic District C —F 
Bruce McCraney, Landscape Architect Planning and Zoning 
Mary McVeigh, Planner Tourist Commission 
Ann Van Huizen, Job Captain 
Denver Service Center 
Cane River National Historical Park Amy Schneckenberger, former Project Manager 
Laura Soulliere, Superintendent John Marsh, Project Manager 
Cane River National Heritage Area Harpers Ferry Center, WVA 
Sharon Brown, Interpretive Planner 
Commission Members Tom Tankersley, former Interpretive Planner 
R. Raymond Arthur 
C. D. Brazzel Jean Lafitte National Historical Park and 
Ann Brittain Preserve 
Kathleen M. Byrd Allison Pena, Anthropologist 
Amanda Chenault 
Chief Rufus Davis Jr. Southeast Regional Office 
Robert B. DeBlieux (co-chair) Lucy Lawliss, Historical Landscape Architect 
Terrel A. Delphin Jr. 
James L. Durham Washington, D.C. Systems Office 
Sharon Gahagan Miki Crespi, Chief Ethnographer 
Betty Hertzog 
Betty Jones State of Louisiana 
Emery J. Jones 
Mary J. Kelley Department of Agriculture and Forestry 
Wayne McCullen Department of Culture, Recreation, and Tourism 
Saidee W. Newell (co-chair) Department of Environmental Quality 
Edward Ward Jr. Department of Transportation and Development 
Mary Lynn Wilkerson Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Fort Jesup State Historic Site 
Commission Staff Ft. St. Jean Baptiste State Historic Site 
Nancy Morgan, Executive Director Governur s Office 
Debra Credeur, former Executive Director Los Adaes State Historic Site 
Ada Jarred, former Interim Director Louisiana Natural Heritage Program 
Wendy Borland, Administrative Assistant Louisiana State Archeologist 
Stare Historic Preservation Office 
Tourism Office 
CONSULTANTS 
Natchitoches Parish 
BRW/Dames & Moore Transportation 
Consultants Administrator 
Lewis Grimm, Transportation Planner Cane River Waterway Commission 
City of Natchitoches 
Cane River Waterway Commission 
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As the nation’s principal conservation agency, the Department of the Interior has responsibility for 
most of our nationally owned public lands and natural resources. This includes fostering sound use of 
our land and water resources; protecting our fish, wildlife, and biological diversity: preserving the 
environmental and cultural values of our national parks and historical places; and providing for the 
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